5 a e 


* N 2 U 
: be N 9 1 by * g 
5 * Ph * A; f 5 A k R 1:0 
N : , 2+ — 8 i 
; o _ 
7 A , f 
1 * 85 f f . . 
* - * — - » 
5 1 
\ * y 
; 0 


13 
bs 
* 
Wor | 
if 
f 


\ ; | 
FF 8 4 ; * ; . 
-_ — 2 b % , 4 | ; a 

of | i 
1 / b ; : F 4 
- > * 1 4 LET! 

* 4 : 

; ' * f " 4 | 


oO 


BARON BIELFELD, 


| SECRETARY of LEGATION to the Kino 


of PRUss1az PRECEPTOR to Prince FER- 

'DINAND; CHANCELLOR of the UNIVERSI- 
Tus in the Dominions of his Pruſſian Ma- 

jeſty, F. R. A. B. &c. Author of the Poli- 
TICAL INSTITUTES. | 


CONTAINING 


Original AnzcpoTEs of the PxussrAx 
Cour for the laſt Twenty Years. 


| Tranſlated from the GERMAN, : 
By Mr, HOOP E R. 
. 


f I. ON DON: 222 
Printed for Ron1nson and RonERTS, at No. =: 
d in Pater-Nofter-Row ; J. Rozson, in New Bond- 

Street; and RicHarDson and UR YHARNT, at 

the Royal Exchange, 1770. G „ 


{ 
| 
| 


: 
j 
1 
, 
i 
j 
1 
. 


I 
* 
{ 


J 


4 e os Beige ** PIT 
— — oben in — : . 


i» 
= [ 5 
* . ; [ if, 
- 1 * f 
* Gi i 
* — I 1 17 
— N "of 
wy 4 r 5 oy s M ES ; 10 
4 * 5 " A U is | 
* =» * — * * 1 , j 
f * f 
* — 4 $ y 3 
1 TY ©": ; f 2 1 0 „ ö 11 
7 7 4 14 L BY | * q ] $1 : g 7 4 « | j 4 
4 F f 5 iis j 
2 $ 28 $28 * ** 7 2 : 3 
4 I J <3 # a _ 44 . 4 
Fe 4 * - 75 1 1 * 
f N f : ; * . 
7 WT ; + * 4 - 
E I 4 „ r - - g 
3 4 ; z x C3 3 1 7 —4 vo t FT 5 1 7 7 
y 7 x p ; 4 s * 
A * » * * Ne 4 1 - * G * 
* > + & * , 1 3 1 * , 4 n $ . 4 
een een 1 
* - ; 8 — . Z i 
* - * ö * 4 4 J i 
+ * , | ; 
5 j 
1; | 
| 1 
J. N 
C 2 
— 
: 4 * 
A ow wart 1770 
Gene N Aa * + i 4 . 
* 1 5 * 7 , 1 : . 117 1 
. ˖ $ « ; 
* 8 
— 


0 ) Mademaiſelle M. von B. at n The 
Authors reaſons for becoming a Free Maſon; 


with an ade in praiſe of that order. Page 11 FL 


tas II. To M. von B—, at Schwerin: with anec- 
daotes relative to M. E. HI. A een to 
that gentleman. _ LES ery „ 


i II. To Baron von —, at Hamburg; An 5 
ar of the preparations for the reception of te 
King 9 of Pruſſia, then Ane en Into the order =, 
5 9 ree Maſons. 29 


Lir. IV. To M. von st. — at. ne con- 
. taining a particular account of the manner in which 
the Prince was receivd by the Maſons; with a de- 
ſeription of the perſon of that prince. 32 


Lr. V. To M. von * at Schwerin. An account 


12 the Authors i invitation to the daun, of the Prince 
A 2 Roial 


— — 


I Gat ñ ³ð7ĩ?̊ 
Roial of Pruſſia, and of his departure for Rhein- 


: 


berg where that court then was. 9 


LzsT. VI. To Madam von —, at Hamburg ; with a 
deſcription of the city of Berlin and its environs, 46 


Ler. VII. To the ſame. A deſcription of the city 
of Potſdam, and of the famous gigantic regiment 
of the late King of Pruſſia ; with an account of a 
maſculine ball by a part of that regiment. 58 


LET. VIII. To the ſame; containing a deſcription 
of the city of Rheinſberg, and of the palace of the 
Prince Rotal there; together with the portraits of 

the principal perſons who compoſed the Princes 

court; with an account of their manner of paſſing 
the time; and of an extraordinary bacchanalian « 
rout by the Prince and his courtiers; in which a 

particular ill- fortune attended our Author. 74 


Lr. IX. To the Chevalier von N, at London. 
An account of a remarkable preſagement that the 
Author experienced when at Hamburg, and of his 
departure for the court of the Prince Roial. 1c6 


© Liv. x. To bis Father; with news of the late Kings 
indiſpoſition, and a ſhort deſcription of the Princes 
palace at Ruppin. TORR $590 


Ler, XI. To the Marchioneſs von —, at Paris. A 
ſcheme for erecting a female court of honor. The 
Author propoſes a caſe for their deciſion. 114 


LET. XII. To his Father. A deſcription of the great 

"anxiety of the court of the Prince of Pruſſia, on the 
news of the imminent danger in which the late king 
£0 wasz © 
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was; ; with an accoant of the arrival of 2 courier | 
with the news of the death of that. monarch ; ; and a 


particular a e A: the circumſtances that at- 


5 tended it. k en e AY nerd e 


Lex. xIn. 76 M. von St. gk Kaba A 
_ deſcription of the court of the new King, and of the 
/ univerſal joy that prevaild there, The Author is 


appointed ſecretary of legation. "2 % „ 


Lar. XIV. To the mine. A particular teſttiption 
of the funeral ceremony of the late King. The 


preſent Kin g diſbands his fathers tall regiment. 151 


Lr. XV. To the Privy Counſellor Jordan, at Ber- 
lin. The Authors criticiſm on the writings of 


Homer, = 165 
Lr r. XVI. To the ſame, T he concluſion of the 
foregoing criticiſm, ESD 


Li r. XVII. To Baron von Pollaitz, at Berlin. T he | 


Author attends the Pruſſian ambaſſy to Hannover; 
a a deſcription of that court; with an anecdote ręla- 
tive to the animoſity that ſubſiſted between Wola 
Kings of Great Britain and Pruſſia, . 


L XVII. To Madam von Br***, at Berlin. A 
further deſcription of the court of Hannover, with 
1 character of the late Counteſs of v. 2009 


Lr. XIX. To M. Haguedorn, at Hamburg. Cha- 


racter of his friend M Liſcow ; with ſome remark- 


able anecdotes of the late Doctor T——, fince 
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Lr. XX. To his Brother, at Paris. 

of the Spaniſh convent of St. Ignatius; * a a par. 
ticular relation of a journey that the preſent ing 

of Pruſſia made to Straſburg incognito, and with a 

| deſign to have gone to Paris, dg paar not "7 
diſcoverd at Straſburg. . 


Lzr. XXI. To M. von St., ut Bam burg A 
deſcription of a ſuperb maſquerade . Was TYRES» 
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BY taking the liberty of dedicating 
this prey iderable part of my 
Productions to you, I certainly cannot 
can to convey your name to Fader 
r to augment your, glory; n not even 
to offer any thing that can afford d you. 
inſtruction or amuſement. No, Sir. 


FELT: 


Tam very ſenſible that never was repu- 


tation fo vaſt, nor fo Juſtly deſeryd, as 


—— 


a This letter Rwy have betn Pied after th Gon. 
Eaton the 2& volthand. | i ft 79H 


* 


. that 


1 „„ 
chat which you enjoy. Vour country 

has produced, in all ages, great men 
of every claſs: but the monarchy of 
France has exiſted thouſands of years 
before it produced an author that ex- 
celld in every part of litterature: who 
daily extends, and enriches, to uſe the 
expreſſion, the empire of immortality 
by chefs d'@uvres in vers and proſe: 


and to whom his nation is indebted © 


for an epic poem, that will be the 
admiration of the moſt diſtant poſte= 
N rity ; for there is no need of the ſpi- 
it of prophecy to foretel, that if the 
French ſhoud have the fate of other 
living languages, if it ſhoud ſuffer 
great alterations, there will be found 
among our deſcendants, Daciers and 
Saumaiſes, who will regard you a ſa- 
cred ancient, and will employ all 
their labors in explaining you, and in 
rendering, in a manner, perhaps ſuf- 
ficiently inſipid, that immens number 


of new, juſt, and brilliant ideas, 
which 


which you hook: 1 on every! | 


ſabjeR,. with as much warmth as ele- 


gance, in the om” = tha: e 1 


Lewis XIII 2 aus 
I regard you, Kur, alle chief 6f 


modern litterature, and 1 am highly 
pleasd with the opportunity of render- 
Ing you, in that quality, my public 
homage. . The, ſtream that bears its 


waters to the Tea, does not, to our 
ſight, increas its bulk or force, tho it 
Rill tenders: the ſlender ttibute of i its 


waves. I am deſirous, moreover, 
that the whole world ſhoud know the 


admiration with which I regard you, 


and the friendſhip with which you 
have honord me for ſo many years. 


I do not here attempt to conceal a ſelf 
love, that appears to me both natural 


and pardonable. Accept therefore, 
Sir, with that goodnes which you 
have ſhown me on ſo many occaſions, 
the homage that I here offer you; 
and vouchiafe to afliſt, by the fecun- 
A 1 


dity 


Fugtaneg W my heart entertain 


for you; and. conclude from hence, 
how perfectly 1 am, 5 07 * 1 * J. + 
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O you are quite alarmd, Madam, ve. - 
I ry {criouſly angry My reaſon tells 

— me you are wrong; but my paſſion 
tell me you can never do wrong: for it 
makes me perceive that I love you more, 
if it be poffible, ſince J have been a Free 
Maſon, and ſince you have been angry with 


me for ſo being, than I ever did before. 
Permit me therefore, by this opportunity, 
A 6 | to 
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to employ all my rhetoric to diſſipate your 
diſcontent; that you may approve the mo- 
tives which have induced me to take this 


ſtep, that you may reſtore me to your fa- 


\ 


vor, and that I may be enabled to recon- 


cile my reaſon with my paſſion. 
' You know that I am naturally curious, 


and that I have made great efforts to diſ- 


cover the ſecrets of Free Maſonry, but 
without the leaſt effect. I have found men 
that have been the moſt indiſcreet in other 
reſpects, the moſt impenetrable in this mat- 


ter. There was therefore no other way for 
me to take, but to get admiſſion into their 


ſociety; and I do ſolemnly aſſure you, 
Madam, that do not in the leaſt repent it, 
That a man may be very honeſt and ve- 
ry happy without being a Free Maſon, I 
readily allow; but this argument is equaly 
applicable to every object that excites our 
curioſity, and even to many of the moſt 
pleaſing parts of learning. If we baniſh 
*cunphity, the deſire of increaling our know- 

hed ledge, 


4 


LETTER I. - 


” wah from the world, there is at © Gass an 
end of all improvement in ſcience: the moſt 
ingenious, the moſt pleaſing inventions and 

diſcoverys woud be loſt in darknes. And 

who can ſay. how far the knowledge: of 


thoſe objects, of whoſe eſſence, whoſe prin- 


ciples we are abſolutely ignorant, may 
lead us? That which at firſt appears frivo- 


lous, frequently becoms, in the hands.of a 
kilful man, highly uſeful. I do not pride 
myſelf i in being of the number of theſe, 
but I am fully ſatisfyd that I ſhall have 4 
better claim to it by being a Free Maſon. 


You will not require, I am perſuaded, 


that I ſhoud explain to you out miſterys z 


you are much too prudent. Tou woud 
entertain a paſſion for a man of honor, and 
not for a traitor, a monſter, It is my in- 


tereſt to convince you of my diſcretion, © 


and to make you ſenſible that a man who 


can keep a ſecret from the woman he 
adores, ought to be eſteemd by her as wor- 


thy to have other ſecrets to keep. You 


muſt 
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muſt therefore commend: my difcretion a 
nouriſh my virtue. I ſhall not, at the ſame 5 
time; keep from you any information con- 
cerning our ſociety that it is in my power 
to web bur for its en they! are 
One ie thas diſſipated my Teru- 
ptes and haftend- my reception, was, that 
I knew this order to be compoſed of a great 
number of very worthy men; and whom 1 
| was ſure woud never have twice enterd a 
lodge, if any thing had pasd there that was 
in the leaſt incompatible. with a character 
of the ſtricteſt virtue. It is true, that into 
this fanctuary of virtue there ſomtimes ſteal 
unworthy brethren, men whoſe morals and 
conduct are not ſuch as coud be wiſhd: 
but ſuch is the condition of all things i in 
this world, that the godd and the bad are 
inevitably mixd with each other; for the 
ſmall namber of twelve apoſtles was not 
exempt from one unworthy member. 1 
did not expect, by becoming a Free Ma- 
$72) : | ſon 


I. E ＋T E E * . 1. 1 
een, nd. l f 


} diſappoinced, 4. 126450 1 ** War 
1 ly cbntcke that what is calld Free 


nd 
ötnament to ſociety. Wa. .company 90 
Foung fellows, deſtitute of Tens and merit, 


_ $rocettto ſcenes of debauchery, certainly 
nothing can be more deteſfable than ſüch 
an aſſembly. But if you conſider our toci- 
ety as the moſt ſolemn and perfect frarer- 
nity that ever exifted upon the earth; in 
which there is no diſtinetion of men by the 
language they ſpeak, by the dreſs. they 


wear, by the rank to which they 1 were born, 7 


or the dignitys they poſſes; Who regard 
the whole world but as one republic, of 
which each nation forms a family, and each 
individual a member; who endeavour by 
theſe means to revive the primitive maxims 


bot of worthy wen; and I Fave 'nor' beg 
148 _ 


1ay be made a a diſgrace : as well as | 


aſſemble i In the form of a a lodge, and after Be 
performing certain ridiculous mummerys, | 


of mankind in the greateſt perfection; ; to 
unite 


1 
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unite under their banner; men: of Know- 
jedge, virtue and urbanity; whoſe - mem- 
bers mutualy. defend each other. by. their 


authority, and enlighten; each other by 


their knowledge z who facrifice all. perfonat 
reſentmene ; who baniſh from. their lodges 


all that can diſturb the tranquility of mind 


or the purity of r manners and who, in the 


intervals of their delightful labors, enjoy 
the innocent pleaſures of life: if I fay, Gy 


regard Maſonry in this light, you m 


agree that the intereſt of this ſociety — I 


be that of the whole race:of mankiad ;, and 
that 1 it muſt operate on the human, heart in 
a manner that religion itſelf cannot effect 
withour great difficulty. 1 ' 

It is not therefore wonderful, that this 
order has been ſomtimes encouraged and 
fomtimes perſecuted by the ruling powers 


in a ſtate: they who commend and they 


who blame may have their reaſons ; but 


nothing can be more unjuſt or ridiculous, 


than to imagin chat the cc aſſemblys of 


the 


6 . 
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LETTER IL. 
the Free Maſons can tend to diſturb che ſe- 
curity or tranquility of a ſtate : for tho our 
' doors are ſhut againſt the profane vulgar, 2 
they are at all times open to ſovereigns and 
magiſtrates ; and how many illuſtrious 
princes and ſtateſmen do we count among 
our brethren ?: If ought pasd in our lodges 
that was dangerous or criminal, muſt they 
not have been long ſince aboliſhd ? But the 
experience of many ages, during which 
this order has never been known to per- 
form any actions but thoſe of morality and 
munificence, is a ſtronger argument in its 
favor than any I can produce. I ſhall 
therefore ſay no more on this matter; and 
I ſhoud not have ſaid ſo. much if I did not 
know that you are capable of feeling the 
force of theſe arguments: for you have too 
much diſcernment to ſuffer yourſelf to be 
directed by that prejudice and caprice | 
which has ſo much dominion over the com- 17 
mon rank of women. If with a pleaſing, 14 
figur, and a n manner, Jon, poſſesd _ 
only ii 
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18 LEETTFTER 1. { 
only a common way of thinking, I ſhoud 
love you. only as women are commonly 
loved, that is to ſay, for the gratification 


of deſire, and for ſelf intereſt. But my af. 
fection is founded on a ſens of your real 
merit, on the dignity of your mind, and 
the ſimplicity of your heart. If this affec- 


tion is of any value with you, preſerve it, 


Madam, by returning to your reaſon, and 
by diſſipating thoſe tranſient clouds which 
have eclipſed, for a moment, that favor- 
able opinion you have hitherto entertaind 


of me: and permit me to aſſure you, by 


the faith of a Maſon, chat my . 18 


endure as long as my life. 


1 have the honor to be, Ke. 


— 


P. 8. I erewih end you a pair Ir of lady 
gloves, that were given me by the lodge 
at my reception. The apple was decreed 
by Paris to the moſt beautiful, but theſe 


gloves are for the beſt beloved. To whom 
coud 


Err „ = 
eb I offer theth but to you Pp! May' you. 


receive them, as a mark of my ſincere devo- 


tion! 1. ſhall here. add an apology, that 
one of our brothers at Paris, M. Procop, 
has lately made for the order of Maſons. 


You will there find, in very pleaſing vers, 
part of thoſe arguments I have been juſt 
giving you in dull e 3K hey are at 


follows : 


a 0 1 mes 1 faſſits vous, 
Que notre auguſt gompagnie, 
Soit fans ceſſe expoſce aux coups 
Dela plus noife, calomnie ? Þ | 
Non c'eſt trop endurer d'inj urieux foupcons, 


Souffrẽs qu'a tous ici ma voix ſe faſſe OY n 


Permettẽs moi de leur apprendre 


C ceſt que anne 


«3311 E 

EI en 22409 0 24 

Les gens de notre Wan touſours 88777 
Gagnent a ſe faire connoitr e: 

Et je pretends pat mes 2 e 
Inſpi pirer le our de Vetrs | 
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d Nous y goutons la volupte, 
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| Qu: eſt ee qu? un F eue en voici le por- 


trait; | b 
7 eſt un bon citoyen, un n ſujet plein de wee; ö 
A ſon prince, men 
Et de har un ami parfait. eee F407: 
N III. 
Ches nous regne une Hderte 2 
Toujours ſoumiſe a la decence. | 


Mais ſans que le Ciel s'en offenſe, 


Quoique aux yeux du public, nos plaifirs ſoient 


ſecrets, 1 dre. 
Aux plus auſteres loix l'ordre ſait nous aſtreine 
Loes Franc-Magons n'ont point a ctainare 5 


N. les remords, ne les regrets, V 
| PTR, | OAT 1 
Le but, ou tendent nos deſſein n? 


Eft de faire revivre Aſtrèe, 
Et de remettre les humains | 
Come ils étoient du tems de Rhe. 
On nous voit ſuivre tous des ſentiers peu battus: 
Nous cherchons a batir, et tous nos edifices | 
Sont ou des cachots pour les n 


Ou des temples pour les virtus. * 


\ 
5 


"LETTER 21 
TCC 
Je veux avant que de figir, . 
Nous diſculper AUPres « des belles, 114112 
| Qui'penſent devoir nous punir 1 FLO 
Durefus que nous faiſons Pelles. | pi 
S'il leur eſt deffendu d'entrer dans nos. malo, 1 
Cet ordre ne doit point exciter leur colere,;- 
lle nous en loureront, 3 j 'eſpere _ 8 
Lors qu elles ſauront nos raiſons. 827 * 
Beau ſexe, nous avons pour vous 4 
Et du reſpeR, et de Peſtime, _, 
Mais auffi nous vous craignons tous, | 
Et notre crainte eſt legitime. £2. 
| Helas ! on nous aprend pour premiere lecon, 
Que ce fut de vos mains qu' Adam regut la 
pomme, 2 
Et que, ſon vos conſeils, tout homme 
Natroit, peut - tre, F ranc-Magon. 1 
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SHALL Erivys tongue, with dander bal, 


My brothers, brand our race auguſt, | 
Inceſſant ſhall*the fury bowl,” Wel, 


5 Licking black venom from the duſt 333 
No. tis too much theſe rancorous taints to hear: : 
| Riſe, generous Mufſe'! Our ſpotles fame 
To the wide world aloud proclaim, © © 
And what a Maſon is moſt free declare. 


In virtue clear we court the light, | 3 7 
| Revered the more, the more we are known: : 
EO And fain the Muſe woud here EXCite, | 2 


-Each worthy man.the nanie to own. ä 
Let the Free Maſon then to all appear: 

Behold the man each prince admires, 

Behold the friend each man deſires, 
For ever loial, zealous, and ſincere, 


„ 
Fair Liberty, with Order bland, 
. And radiant Pleaſure, lovd ſo well, 
With Temperance ſage, in ſeemly band, 
Within our walls forever dwell. 


From 


| LETTER A. 25 
From vulgar eyes our plenſures tho we ſcreen, - —— 
Vet rigorous laws our acts reſtrain: 
RNemors or anguiſh ne er can een If 
The Maſons href nor cloud his mind fern — 
} 
| 


The conflant-a/6f up wur den i 35 0 
Is to reſtore Aftreas reign ; | n 

That awful Truth may guard our nb 
While hateful Guile ſhall prowl in vain. 
Each lonely path with ſtructures we adorn, || 
And all the buildings which we rais, -if 
Are temples that the Virtues grace; 1 
| Or W cloſe for the foul Vices form. | 


N 


While thus to man our praiſe I ſing, 
Let not the ſofter ſex repine, 
Nor angry-charge againſt us bring, 
That we their favors dare decline. 
If from their ſteps our ſanctuarys we guard, 
When they the reaſon juſt ſhall know, 
Reſentment they can never ſhow, 5 
But rather with due prais our caution will reward. 
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Refplendent ſex! ! in whom combine, 


Each brilliant charm, each tender grace . 
With awe we bow before your ſhrine, 
But ſtill we fear you while we praiſe ; 


For in our earlyeſt leſſon is it ſaid; 


If Adam had. but once withſtood, _ ._ - - 
By female charms what ſeemd ſo ood... | 
Nature each man, tis like, a Maſon woud have 


made. 25 ; Y 


LETTER 


1 
oh E 4 T E R u. if 
1 


re M. ba 5 92 8 * at Schwerin, | _ 


1 
K* * ; 1 


eee * 6 1738. 1 1 
o copSaios give me more agree- _ 
able or more intereſting news, than 
the return of M. von E-—toSchwerin: for 
J owe him infinit obligations. I endea- 
vour to diſcharge this debt in part, by 
thoſe ſentiments of gratitude, admiration; . 
and reſpect which I entertain for him; but 
unhappily I am conſtrained to confine them 
to my heart, till fortune ſhall furniſh me 
with the means of realizing that barren ae- 
| knowledgmeit which 1 have made him in | 
the enclosd letter, and which I intreat you "1 
will communicate to him. Has not the life 
of this gallant man, Sir, been checkerd | 
"_ very ſingular revolutions? Born a 1 
. n 
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Sileſian gentleman, he conſecrated all bu 
youth to ſtudy, and made a moſt happy 
progres in the ſciences. Inundations,” wars, 
every poſſible calamity, fell upon his father, 
and reduced him to a ſtate of indigence. 


Merit, in the uniform of misfortune, finds 


it extremely difficult to advance, in a 
country where external pomp and ſplendor 


are regarded as matters of importance. 


Young M. von E-—, maugre all his ta- 
lents and all his efforts, coud find no op- 


portunity of ſucceeding, in his on coun- 


try, but was obliged to follow his fortune 
to the banks of the Elbe. He changed 
his name, and came to Hambourg. Vou 
know, Sir, that in a commercial city it is 


the caduce of Mercury which is the ſceptre 


that diſtributes honors and diſpenſes riches. 
The diſciples of Apollo and Minerva 


| march flowly On, and by an obſcute cir- 


cuit, to the temple of the blind goddes. 


M. von E— — was obliged to take on him 
the profeſſion of a Mentor, and found in 
his learning a reſource againſt indigence. 


My 


% 


LIETTER: II In 
My father made the acquiſition of his ta- 


lents. This was the firſt and the greateſt 


happines of my life; but by which unfbrs 


tunately 1 did not profit ſo much 48 I 


ought. The charms of pleaſur and the 
impetuoſity of paſſion, hurry us in our 
youth toward the luxurys of Epicurus, and 


hide from us thoſe of Lucretius; I mean 
thoſe real pleaſures which ariſe for the ſtudy 
of the ſciences and the arts. Nevertheles'I 
did not fail to acquire ſome ſound learning 
under ſo able a preceptor. But M. von 


E—— ſoon found the ſphere of Hambourg 
too ſmall for his talents, © and ſoug).: (after 


better engagements. In fact it was there, 
being in a manner the director of a puppet 


ſhew, His merit became known at the court. 
of his Serene Highnes the duke of Meck- 


lenbourg, and he was appointed to the im- 
portant employ of ſub governor to the he- 
reditary prince. You know, Sir, perfectly 


well, that he acquitted himſelf in a manner 


worthyof his charge, and that after having 
condudeed his illuſtrious pupil through the 
J 7 career 
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rere Ran 
career of his youthful ſtudys, he reſignd 
him, endowd with the moſt. noble accom- 
pliſhments, into the hands of the duke his 
father. That prince, ſo wiſe and good, 
the court and the whole people have been 
equally contented with the ſucces of M. 
von E —. It gives me the utmoſt plea- 
ſure, Sir, to learn by your letter, that he 
has ſucceeded equally well in his commiſ- 
ſion to the court of Ruſſia, and that he is 
returned loaded with preſents and honors. 
If my wiſhes are fulfild, he will continue 
to enjoy many years, in that very honora- 
ble poſt where his Highnes the duke has 
placed him; the approbation of his maſ- 
ter, and all thoſe advantages, which a ſub- 
ject ſo able and ſo upright as himſelf, has 
reaſon to expect from his faithful ſervices. 
As he has formerly vouchſafed me the 
ſtrongeſt marks of tender affection, 1 en- 
treat that you will endeavour to ſecure to 
me for the future, a ſmall part of his 
kind regards : as I ſhall labor to deſerve 
the s continuance of them, and if it be poſ- 
ſible, 
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ſible, to do honor to that nn which 
mein m mn nete gs 
1 am, Sir, Your, Ge. 


FP 


eee 
LETTER. III. 


To Baron von“ . * at Fambourg. i 


From my Doniell, 70 20, 32 155 
Mott venerable Maſter, | 


OU behave toward me, not as A 
brother, but as a father Maſon. You 
are deſirous that I ſhoud participate of the 
glory of receiving the prince roial of 
Pruſſia into our order. I am fully ſepſible 
of the high value of this favor, and am 


ready to accompany you to Brunſwick; and 


there to regulate the reception. It appears 
by the letter of the count of Lippe Bucke- 


bourg, that the idea of becoming a Free 

Maſon ſtruck that great prince in a man- 
ner Gp ſingular. You cannot put admire, 
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maſt venerable, the concatenation of un- 


/ 


common events. It was neceflary that the 
king of Pruſſia ſnoud come with a nume- 
rous retinue to Loo, to viſit the prince of 


Orange; that he ſhoud be accompanyd by 


the prince roial; that at table the conver- 
ſation ſhoud tutn on free maſonry; that 
the king ſhoud ſpeak of it diſadvantage- 
ouſly ; that count Lippe ſhoud undertake 
its defence; that he ſhoud not be dazzeld 
by the authority of majeſty ; but that with 
a noble freedom he ſhoud avow himſelf to 
be a free-maſon; that, on going out from 


the entertainment, the prince roial ſhoud 


expres to him in confidence, a deſire of be- 
coming a member of that ſociety, and that 
he ſhoud wiſh his reception to be at 


Brunſwick, where the king his father had 
reſolved to go, and where the concours 
of ſtrangers of every ſort, during the ap- 


proaching fair, will give leſs ſuſpicion of 


the arrival of the brother maſons, who are 


invited to come there to form a lodge for 


- 


that purpoſe; that count Lippe ſhoud ad- 


dres 
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dres himſelf, Sir, to you, to procure to. 
is glorious acquiſition, and that. 


our order th 
your friendſhip ſhoud induce you to re- 
member me, that I alſo might be of the 
party. Behold, moſt venerable, - a ſeries 
of remarkable incidents, which make me 
propheſy a favorable iſſue to this enter- 
priſe. . You know that my preſent ſtation, is 
diſpleaſing, and my country irkſom to me. 
I reſemble one of thoſe plants which are no- 
thing worth if not tranſplanted. At Ham- 
beurg I hall, ar moſt, run up to ſeed and 
Periſh. Perhaps the Great Diſpoſer of the 
univers will give me à better fortune, and 
will lay the foundations of it at Brunſwick. 
1 am preparing all things for my journey. 
For the reſt, Know perfectly well how ne- 
ceſſary it is to obſerye a profound ſilence 
with regard to an expedition of ſo much 
delicacy Do me the juſtice to believe qe 
to be; With all the zeal, en an attach 
e ME en 
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To M. von Oh oy es at Hambourg. 


Re Auguſt 24, 1738. | 

OUR vilanous fever, my moſt dear 

|=» brother, appears to me more inſolent 
than that of the princess Urania. It has 
not only attackd you in the flower of your 
days, but has laid this ſnare for you at a 
period that might have influenced all the 
. remainder of your life. It has deprived . 
vou of the glory and the advantage of hav- 
ing aſſiſted at the reception of the prince 
roial of Pruſſia, and of there performing 
the office of overſeer, to which you was 
appointed. How unfortunate! · Turn it 
« out then, whatever may be ſaid of your 
* rich appartment, this vilanous fever,” 
and be radically cured againſt our return. 
We do not expect to make any long ſtay 
: Mm 1 


LETTER IV. 33 


at Brunſwick; becauſe there is here one 
crownd head too manyz who might diſcover 
that we have receivd the prince his ſon into 
our order, and in his ill humor. might be 
wanting in reſpect to the moſt venerable. 
In the mean time, my dear brother, I 
ſhall acquit myſelf of my promis, and 
here employ the firſt moments of my lei- 
ſure, in giving you an exact account of our 
journey and ſucces. 
We left Hambourg, W 8 oa | 
 L-—, and myſelf, the tenth of Avguſt, 
and arrived the next evening at the gates 
of Brunſwick. The officers of the cuſtoms 
began to examin our baggage. This autho- 
ritave ceremony put us into a great con- 
ſternation. Judge of our embarraſment. 
We had with us a large trunk filld with the 
furniture, inſigns, and inſtruments neceſſary 
for holding a Lodge. All theſe might be 
deemd contraband, notwithſtanding the 
privilege of the fair. We held a council 
inſtantly. If the officer ſhoud perſiſt in 
opening the trunk, there was nothing to 
| " "FJ Weak = 
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be done but to declare ourſelves tonjuren 
or "tn6untebanks. ' But we were ſoon eaſd 
of our fears; for by virtue of a ducat 
Which I fipd into the officers hand, he de- 
clared that we were perſons of quality, and 
incapable of defrauding the cuſtoms. _ 

We took up our quarters at the hotel ot 


175 


Corn : it 18 "the e Principal I inn of the town; 
any where els it woud be reckond a tolera- 
ble good alehous. Count L —, count 
— 4 and baron A— = Hanover, 

arrived there almoſt at the ſame inſtant, 


and joind.i us 1 the ſame night. Reabon, valet : 
de chambre to M. O- „and a good ma- 
ſon, Was appointed to do the dutys of a 
tiler, and acquitted himſelf to a miracle. 
IT he,next morning, the cannons of the 
Tampa declared the arrival of the king 
of Pruſſia and his train. The preſence of a 
crownd head, and the affluence of all forts 
of ſtrangers, which the fair has brought to 
Brunſwick, makes the town appear highly 
animated. We agreed that none of us 


fs ſhoud appear at court, except count L 
8 ; whom 


LETTER IW. 35 


whom we deputed to the prince roial to 
rective his orders, relative to the day, the 
hour, andi place of his reception. H. R. H. 
appointed the night between the 14th and 
13th, and ghoſe.it.ſhoud-be in our appart- 
ment,  which-jwas in fact very ſpacious, 
and quite convenient fer the buſines. There 
Was only one inconvenience, which was 
the vicinity of M. W——wholived in the 
appartment adjoining to our antichamber, 
and was ſeparated from it only by a thin 
partition. He might therefore have heard . 
all, and told all. This. reflexion alarmd 
us; but as our Hanoverian brethren knew 
the hour at which he was wont to drown, 
as the ſong ſays, his ſorrowful reaſon in 
wine, we ſeizedlhis foible; we attackd him, 
by turns, after dinner, and heing prepared 


to encounter with him at chinking of 


glaſſes, we left him toward night ſo faſt, 
that he woud have ſlept by the fide of a. 


battery; and the thyrſus of Bacchus ſerved 5 
us, on this occaſion, as effectually as N 
have Gone: the ſinger of the god Mae 85 


2: 1.0 
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On the 14th the whole day was fpent in 
preparations for the lodge and a litle 
after midnight we ſaw arrive the prince 
rota], accompanyd by count W, cap- 
tain in the kings regiment at Potſdam. 
The prince preſented this gentleman as a 
candidate whom he recommended; and 
whoſe reception he wiſhd. immediately to 
fucceed his own. He defired us likewiſe 
to omit in his reception not any one rigo- 
rous ceremony, that was uſed in ſimilar 
cafes; to grant him no indulgence. what- 
ever; but gave us leave on this occaſion to 
treat him merely as a private perſon. In 
a word, he was received with all the uſual 
and requiſit formalitys. I admized his in- 
trepidity, the ferenity of his countenance, 
and his graceful deportment, even in the 
moſt critical moments. I had prepared a. 
mort addres, of which he teſtifyd his appro- 
bation. After the two receptions, we o- 
pened the lodge, and proceeded to our 
Work. He appeared highly delighted, and 
acquitted himſelf with as much. dexterity 


45 diſcernment. 
Ida 


b E T PER . % | 
I qdo allure you, my dear brother; that | 
*F have conceived very great expectations | 
from this prince; He is not of a retmark- | 


able ſtature; and woud not have been 
choſen to have ruled in the place of Saul; 1 
but when we conſider the ſtrength ang 
beauty of his genius, we cannot but deſire, | 
for the proſperity of the people; to fee him 
fill the throne of Pruſſia, His features 
are highly pleaſing, with a fprightly look | 
and a noble air; and it depends altogether 1 
on himſelf to appear perfectly engaging. 
A petit matire of Paris woud not perhaps 
admire his Friſure; his hair however is f i 
a bright brown, careleſly curld, but well! é 
adapted to his countenance. His large | 
blue eyes have at once ſomething ſevere, 


ſoft, and gracious. I was ſurprized | to find [18 
in him fo youthful an air *®. His behavior | * 
in n ripen is that of a rn of ex- 16 
„The prince was at this timein his warens : [ 'f 
year. | 1 
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| alted mg and he mow mak polite man 


Cine 3 to T. v. Maſter E 0 
O. * the moſt delicate and flattering 

inſtances of regard. I, ſay nothing of his 
moral qualitys: it woud be difficult to diſ- 
cern them at one interview; but I proteſt 


10 you, that there was mo part of his con- 


verſation which did not mark great dignity 
of mind, and the utmeſt benevolence of 
temper.: and for the n a this I appeal 
to the public voice. * 
All was finiſhed bn Ps four: in the 
morning: the prince returnd to the dukes 
palace; and in all appearance as well ſa- 
tisfyd with us, as we were charmd with 
him. I haſtend to bed, completely fa- 
tigued with the buſineſs of this fair day *. 
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Phe free maſons have certainly good reaſon to. 


| prune themſelves on having for their brother, one who 
is undoubtedly the greateſt genius of any prince in Eu- 
rope: but if they think that this, or any other relation, 
will ſupply with that wiſe prince the place of merit; 


they 7 are greatly deceived, Somtime fince, a free- 
maſog 


We mall ſend MP! 40 receive from 
Our moſt illuſtrious brother, orders rela- 
tive to our return. To night we ſhall go 
to the Italian Opera, which they ſay is a 
| very fine one; and to morrow, I believe, 
e ſhall ſet off for Hambourg, where 1 
well n for the 9 85 of embracing 
Tn FLOW Den 46 un, cc. * 
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LETT ® R v. 


To M. von E * ban Se 
9 uus, Mar. 12 1739: 

su. . | 
73 is you that e formd my mind 
and my heart : I have therefore a 
Jar of right. to regard you as my father, v7 


ai," they uy, eme ee himſelf - ON 
the king by virtue of this connexion, but the mo- 
narch finding that the man had no other merit, took 
no notice of him; be therefore determind to enforce 
is application by mäking the king a ſign, which he 
anſwered, by turning his back upon bis brother ma- 
ſon, and lifting up the hind flap of his coat. 


„f 1 and 


% LETTER. V. 


and perhaps as ſomething more. This, 
Sir, is the tender and facred title, which 
authoriſes me to aſk your advice, in an 
affair which is to me the moſt important 
in the world, as it regards a determination 
on which depends the futur happines or mi- 
fery of my life. I think I ſee you at this 
moment. You knit your brow, you wrinkle 
your forehead, you ſmile, but it is with a 

mixture of ſeverity, and you ſoftly ſay ; ſo 
then ! my young ſtarling is caught by love 
in the matrimonial trap! No, Sir, no, be 
ſatisfyd it is not ſo. I am thoughtles I 
confes, but not ſo thoughtles as that comes 
to. I have remarkd, that when a man 1s 
marryd, all the women look upon him. as 
a mere hors d'oeuvre ; the moſt ſprightly 
eyes have no vivacity for him; his chaſt 
moiety alone, loads him with careſſes, 
but with ſo cold a tone chat the blood 
freezes in my veins when J think on it. 
Who can bear the ridicule of the arch 
looks, demure countenance, and preciſe 
compliments of a fine woman? and who 
conſtantly 


comes a woman of honor.” In fact, 
Sir, this farce, exhibited in public, and 


conſtantly repeated, woud be inſupportable 


to me. There is no paſſion ſo ſtrong, over 
which time, aided by a lawful enjoyment, 


does not triumph : and matrimony is an 


eternal engagement. It is embarking on 
a ſea whoſe bounds no one knows, and 
where one of the two who embark toge- 


ther muſt neceſſarily periſh. I am ſpeak- 


ing all the time of thoſe happy matches 
only, which are pointed out by all the 
world, and which a thouſand marryd peo- 
ple envy. But what miſery when ſuch a 
match is badly made? You have made 
me read in the Hiſtory of the Church, that 
the moſt cruel martyrdom, which the 


Chriſfians were made to ſuffer in the firſt 


perſecutions was, the tying livin = to dead 
bodys, and making them peri 

loathſom companions: Whenever I fee a 
line woman bound in the bonds of wed- 
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conſtantly ſeems to ſay at the ſame time, 
“ pray take notice, that I behave as be- 


by their 


lock 
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lock to an ugly bear, or a blooming youth 
to a filthy ſow, I have ſaid. to myſelf, a- 
las! poor victim! thou muſt periſh like 
the primitive martyrs! No, my dear Men- 
tor, it is no ſuch matter; I will preſerve 
as long as poſſible, that influence which 1 
have now over the lovely fair ones; for 1 
ſnoud think myſelf guilty, of treachery to 
the whole ſex, to marry in theſe early days. 
The bulineſs I have here to propoſe is of 
2 very different natur. The moment is ar- 
rived in Which Providence ſeems t point 
out to me the career; of my fortune, and 
to determine me in ching my: ſiation an 
life. The ſtate of che: caſe, Sir, is this :, 

I be prince roial of Pruſſia, to whom 1 
have had, by a ſmgular event, the honor 
of making my court at the fair at Brunſ- 
wick, has ſent, hither the count of Trouch- 
ſes Waldbourg, colonel in the ſervice” of 
the king his father. This gentleman is 
tall, and well made, and commands our | 
eſteem by his birth, his figur, chis noble 
; fire ' anc; by the charms of a moſt agreeable 


enen - 
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converſation. Among ſeveral other com- 


miſſions he was directed to call on me, and 
to diſcover if I had any inclination to en-·L 


ter into the ſervice of his R. H. He made 


the propoſition in form. This queſtion, 1 
confes to you, Sir, diſconcerted me greatly. 
A thouſand confuſed ideas ruſhd at once 


upon my mind, but to gain time for more 


mature conſideration, I replyd with reſerve, 


that the life of a courtier appeard to me 


to have many alluring charms, but that hi- 


therto I had been only able to judge of it 


by exterior appearances: that I ſhoud be 


very glad to find an opportunity of becom- 
ing acquainted with the intrinſic merit of a 


court, eſpecialy of that where I propoſed 


to fix my ſtation, for that it was not natu- 


ral to have an affection for any object, 
without being firſt acquainted'with i it. The 
count approvd of my obſervation; and we 
agreed that 1 ſhoud repair to Rheinſpurg, 
a pleaſur palace where the prince roial fre- 
quently holds his court, and where he will 


2 me to o offer the firit inſtances of 


. my 


- 


„ ETX V. 
my devotion. The Baron von D, 
on whom I ſuppoſe there are like views, Is 
to be of the party, and we ſhall travel to- 
gether. In the mean time I endeavour to 
render count Trouchſes every little fervice 
that is in my power, to facilitate all his 
commiſſions, and to procure him every a- 
muſement which this city can afford. * 
Behold, Sir, a very brilliant profpect, 
but a very troubleſome road, and one that 
may chance to lead to a precipice. Vouch- 
ſafe, for a moment, to lay aſide that ex- 
treme politeeſs which is natural to you, 
and that exces of predilection which you 
entertain for me: aſſume again your an- 
cient right of governor, ſpeak to me with 
that freedom, and with that republican ſpi- 
rit of truth, of which you contracted fo 
noble a habit at Hambourg; and not in 
the enameld dialect of a court, which 
leaves ſo much room for equivocation, and 
which ſavors ſo litle of friendſhip. 

Do you think me formd for a court? 

Am Jof a compoſition that may be uſeful 
| 1 39 
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Sets to a great prince d wel to ſuch 
a prince ? who is perhaps on the eve of 
mounting one of the firſt thrones in Eu- 
s rope, and who is prepared to fill it with all 
dhe accompliſhments of a Cæſar; who is if 
: at this inſtant ſtudying his part in a retreat, ” 
| 
; 


and who has already attracted the regards = || 
and the wiſhes of every nation. The Pruſ- | 
ſians eſpecially, Who at this day reſemble | 
thoſe idolaters that while they waited: the 1 

riſing of the ſun, admired, full of expecta- „ 
tions, the beauty of the precceding aurora: 

I, indeed, admire with them, but it is 

with trembling. 1 ſhudder when I think I MM 

am to approach ſo near, and do not know 1 

whether my ſlight textur can bear the fer- 

vor of his rays: I am fearful of being eal- | 
k eind inſtead of | becoming poliſhd and dura- 
ble. J implore your aid,'Sir, either to fortify 
L my reſolution, or diſſipate my anxietys. No 
1 one knows ſo well as you the litle merit 

that 1 have, and all that belongs to the the- 

5 atre of a court. Guide therefore my ſteps, 
Þ my voice, my action, my whole conduct 
J LO | | | n 
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on this theatre, ſo ſtrange to me. for wick · 
out your inſtructions I ſhall make but a bad 
entrance on this ſtage, and e bie 


will r drive me off. 


e the honor robe, be. 
eee eee 
LETTER VL 


To Madam Von * * * * * 
e 


Neben, | . 01 85 
HO we are on the phat, M. von 
O ** and myſelf, of quitting Rheinſ- 
I think 1 ſhoud preface my re- 

turn to Hambourg, with this account of 
our journey. I forſee it will be a long one, 
for I have many things to tell you. If ſa- 
riety ſhoud ſurpriſe you when you have 
got but half way through it, remember. 


Nh 


that it is not altogether my fault, for it 


was 


LETTER VI. bo: 
was your pleaſure i have duery thing in 


detail, and l am tg of the art of dif- 
obeying your commands. 
Dzhat there. might be no fuſpicion of 
the motive df our journey; the prince 
roial had orderd us, asy0u know, do pro- 
ceed: ſtrait to Berlin, and to affume the 
appearance of ſtrangers "drawn thicher by 


curioſity. We arrivd quite ſafe, in a verx 


decent equipage, and at the ſame time 
ſufficiently ſplendid to draw attention. I 


was ſtruck. with the beauty of This: city, 


My extreme: prejudice for Paris, had made 
me believe L ſlioud never after ſee: any 
thing of the kind that was magnificent; 
but 1 proteſt to you that Berlin is very 
litle inferior, either in the extent for circuit, 
the grandeur and elegance of building, or 


the form anddiſpofition of the ſtrects. This 


city has even ſomething in it more elegant 


and cheauful than Patis. The river Spree 
runs thro it, and is there divided into two 


large branches, on the borders of which 
are formd very handſo 


* 
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which are conſtructed ſeveral bridges that 
are at once ſolid, and of an elegant archi- 
tectur. The principal bridge eſpecialy, which 
leads to the palace, is remarkably grand. 
We there ſee the equeſtrian ſtatue of the 
great elector Frederic William in bronz, 
on a pedeſtal of white marble, with four 
ſlaves at the angles, which are likewiſe in 
bronz. This piece is finely executed after 
the deſign of the famous Schluter, architect 
to Frederic, the firſt king of Pruſſia. 
There are found diſperſed in ſeveral quar- 
ters of Berlin, admirable monuments of 
the ability of this artiſt, as well as of 
that of the illuſtrious general Bott, his ce- 
lebrated rival. The palace, the arſenal, 
the foundery for cannon, the academy of 
ſculpture, ſeveral churches, and the front 
of the poſt-hous, are pieces of architectur 
as perfect as any that are to be found on 
this ſide the Alps. I ſhall not attempt a 
deſcription of theſe, as you will find them 
in the Memoirs of Baron Pollnitz, which 
you take ſo much pleaſure in reading. There 
a | | 7 are 
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afe very few parts of Berlin wiki there 


are now to be found any remains of Go- 
thic architectur. The taſte of ancient 
Greece, of Rome, and modern Italy, pre- 
vails in general in all the new edifices. The 
king greatly encourages building, by giving 
to his ſubje&s the materials for conſtruction, 


and leaving them to pay for the workman- 
ſhip only. So that we ſee ſtreets, quar- 


ters, ſuburbs, of entire new buildings: 


but it is to be lamented that the diſpoſition 


of theſe quarters, and the connexion of the 
ſtreets, has not been formd on'a more eli- 
gible plan. On the whole, it appears to 


me that the king has but litle taſte, and 
that he will leave to his ſon, even in Ber- 
| lin itſelf, many deficiencys to ſupply, and 


nutnberles occafions of diſplaying his taſte 
and ſublime talents. 


On entering Berlin by the gate of Char- 


lotenbourg, we firſt travers a handſom 
place that' is calld the Square, | and from 
thence we paſs to the new town, under a 
long range of fix rows of lime trees, which 

Vor. . oertop 
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oertop the roofs of the thanks that. Bn 
this ſtreet, which is of a very uncommon 
width, and has an encloſur in the midle; 

that forms a public walk, and the alleys 
on each ſide of it ſerve as a cours for the 
coaches. On going out from this walk we 
diſcover at once the academy, the palace 
of the prince roial, the arſenal, and the 
kings palace. It was eleven in forenoon; 
the day was as ſerene and bright as can 
poſſibly be imagmed; and two battalions 
of infantry, with a ſquadron of huſſars, 
were ranged on the parade, in the garden 
before the kings palace. I confes to you, 
Madam, that this group of fine buildings, 
and the firſt ſight of the Pruſſian troops 
under arms, ſtruck me with rapture; but 
I did not long remain ſo: for our poſtilion 
who was not ſo rapt with the light, drove 
furiouſly on, and in an inſtant we found 
ourſelves at the hotel of Vincent, in the 
Brothers Street. This i is one of the! beſt 
inns of Germany. Every thing, is. here 
1 in the F rench taſte; 5 there is 600 
| | ing, 


a 25 * W * 1 \ 
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iag, good bedding, 14 . and Mild 
drinking, and all at very reaſonable rates. 1 
Me notifyd our arrival firſt to count | | 1 
h HEE 

Trouchſes, who had the politenes to wait - itt 
on us as ſoon as the parade was over. We 113 
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returned him the viſit after dinner. ; 17 
ſhoud rejoice, Madam, if you eoud ſee his 
dwelling. It is neither a hous, nor a tent, 
nor an empty hut, nor a grand building, 
in ſhort, there is no particular word by 
which we can diſtinguiſh it. It is an aſ- 
ſemblage of a great number of rooms, 
of a ſaloon, a gallery, a grotto, and ſeve- 
ral cloſets, all on the ground floor, with- 
out any particular entrance, or any thing 
that can be calld a front; and neverthe- 
les very convenient, very well diſpoſed, 
and furniſhd with a great deal of taſte; tho 
without magnificence. The diaing room 
looks into a large garden, that is made 
out of an old rampart, and is conſequently 
as irregular and odd as the hous, and at 
the ſame time not leſs agreeable ; all. the 
OY alleys terminated by abrupt 
| : _ angles. 
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angles. Over the outſide of the dining - 
room there is a pediment in the Italian 
taſte, which is decorated by three ſmall 
ſtatues that repreſent three genii. The firſt 
holds the plan of the building! z the ſecond 
a purſe, which he opens, and ſhuts his eyes 
at the ſame time ; and the third is ſcratch- 
ing his ears. A droll but true repreſen- 
tation of what has literaly happend to poor 
count Trouchſes, and which has happend 
to many more worthy men, who in all 
other reſpects have been as wiſe as Solo- 
mon; but have had like him a paſſion f for 
building- my F | 
It is a very amiable mortal, this ſame 
count of Trouchſes, with reſpect to ſociety ! 
There is ſomething in his converſation 
which appears to me ſo ſprightly, that it 
too frequently makes that of others ſeem 
dull: it is judiciouſly ſeaſond with the pre- 
ciſe doſe of attic ſalt, and always accom- 
panyd with the court air. I have ſcarce 
ſtird out of his hous, and he has loaded 


me with favors, in that polite manner 
5 8 | 1 8 which 


ſand virtues, a thouſand good qualitys, 
with ſome ſmall faults, which form, ſo to 


ſay; the ſhades of the picture, and make - 


it more agreeable than one that were ſtric̃tly 
faultles, if ſuch a one were poſſible. The 
greateſt of his defects is that of not being 
a good maſter, and of growling inceſſantly 
at his domeſtics, even in the preſence of 
his viſitors. He has among others an old 


valet; who is the eternal object of his ill 


humor, the plaſtron of all his furious at- 
taeks. This poor fellow cannot croſs his 
appartment without incurring ſome invec- 
tive. If he ſteps quick and firm, his maſ- 
ter preſently exclaims, « See there | that 


old ſcoundrel is ſhod with iron, he ſhakes 
the walls, and makes the glaſſes trem- 


« ble.” If he go ſoftly and on tiptoe, 
Trouchſes crys out, March, you dog 
« are you lame? muſt you bait by the 
way?“ In ſhort, with him the mls is 
never open nor ſhut., 


For the reſt, Madam, we have had at 5 
1 = © 8 
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| which i is natural to him. He has a thou- 
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Berlin a moſt gracious reception in many 
of the principal houſes, eſpecialy in thoſe 
of che marquis Von V——, and at count 
K——, who are both gentlemen of diſtin- 


in merit: at Madam Von K —, 
daughter of count G, who is ambaſſa- 


dor from the court of Ruſſia at che Hague; 
and who 1 is one of the moſt amiable, the 


virtuous K 4 the world. I think 1 
coud live with her in a deſert ifland, with= 
out ever wiſhing for other company. _ 

I have alſo contracted an acquaintance 
with the marquis de Ch , who pasd thro 
Berlin in his way to Peterſburg, in qua- 
lity of ambaſſador from France. He talks 
like an oracle to the men, and ſays many 
fine things to the ladys. The Berlinians 
never ſwear but by him. The prince roial 
appears to have a regard for him. He has 
a very brilliant attendance : gentlemen of 
the ambaſſy, pages, ſecretarys in abun- 


dance, a maitre d'hotel, an almoner, a nu- 
merous train of domeſtics, and 1 in \ſhort 


8 * f : every 
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every thing calculated to impoſe 01 on the a an- 
eient Scythians. Re i 

Laſtly, Madam, we bse ee the, 
accuſtomary employments of travelers : we 
have ſeen the principal curioſitys of Ber- 
lin, the palace, the arſenal, the chamber of 
raritys, the cabinet of natural hiſtory, the 
library, the foundery, &c. In all theſe 
there are ſome things that are highly ex- 
cellent, but thoſe who have any difcern- 
ment doe not, you know, admire every 
object they behold ; but content them- 
felves with ſomtimes N their appro- 85 
bation. "2147 7 

The environs of Berlin are of a ſandy 
ſoil, and not very pleaſant. It is not eaſy 
to conceive why the ancient ſovereigns of 
this country did not - eſtabliſh their reſi- 
dence at 'Brandebourg rather than Berlin, 
for the former is the natural capital of their 
dominions, is ſituate in a charming coun- 
try, and on the borders of the river Havel; 
whereas the latter is ſurrounded by a ſandy 
deſert, where nature produces ſcarce any 

* 04 | thing, 
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thing, but all is the work of art. There 


is a village however that was ſhewn me, at 


a ſmall diſtance from this city, which is 
called Buckholtz, and which is ſituate on 
a delightful ſpot. It is inhabited entirely 


by the French : .they have here a handſom 


church, and a proteſtant paſtor of - their 
own nation, and their habitations which are 
built in the rural ſtyle, are at once elegant 
and convenient. It is a ſight ſingular 
enough, to ſee in the centre of Germany, a 
a village where they ſpeak nothing but 
French: they aſſure me that there are ſe- 
veral of the ſame kind in this country. 
The French refugees and the natives of 
Brandenbourg have reciprocal and great 


obligations to each other. The former 


have found an aſylum in that land, and 
have there acquired fortunes, to which 
they coud not have aſpired in their own 
country: and in return they have taught 
the natives, arts, manufactures, and the cul- 


tivation of the earth: for the Marche pro- 


duced formerly no 9 but parſley; 
whereas 


LETTER VI 57 
whereas we now ſee the country round 
Berlin abound in fruits, flowers, and plants 
of every kind, and of an exquiſit taſte. 

Thanks to the manure which the refugees 
have pointed out to the gardeners of the 
country. 

His highnes the prince roial has orderd 
us to remain yet eight days at Rheinſberg:: 
ſo that I may till write you two more let- 
ters, of which the one may relate to our 
ſojourn at Potſdam, and the other to that 
at Rheinſberg. This in the mean time is 
already too long. . I muſt now give you 
time. to take breath. Notwithſtanding the 
grandeurs and pleaſurs with which I am 
ſurrounded, be affured, Madam, that there. 
is. no moment of my. life in-which I am 
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. the ſame, 


6 SLATER Rheinſterg, OF. 16, 1739. 
H E prince roial gave us to under- 
ſtand that he had reaſons for wiſhing | 
we woud make a tour to Potzdam, and 
we did not fail to obey his orders. This 
city, which is much ſmaller than the capi- 
tal, is the ordinary reſidence of the king, 
and his regiment is there in garriſon. It is 
ſituate on the borders of the Havel, or 
rather on a- peninſula formd by that river, 
at about twelve miles diſtance from Berlin, 


and in a low and marſhy ground. When 


you are on the eminences which ſurround 


Potzdam, you ſee it encompasd by water 


on every ſide, as far as the view extends. 
Several iſles and preſq'iſles ſeem to riſe out 
5 | 1+ 2900 
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of the boſom ok thewiter ; and Potzdam 
being built on one of theſe, has, on the 


ſide next the palace and the kings garden, 

ſomthing of the air of Venice. This ſitu- 
ation renders the air damp and unwhol- 
ſom, and the ſtreets conſtantly dirty. One 


quarter excepted, which is built ex- 


actly in the taſte of the towns of North 
Holland, and where the inhabitants, for 


the moſt part Dutch, preſerve the neat ap- 
pearance of their own country. There 


are two handſom ſquares planted with lime 
trees in the form of a quincunx, which af - 


ford moſt agreeable walks. The moſt ele- 


gant of thefe ſquares, was originally no- 
thing but an ugly ſwamp, and from its 


exhalations was calld the muddy lake. The 
king determind to cover it over, and for 
that purpoſe causd an immens number of 

piles to be drove into it, in order to ſecure 
the foundation: but early one morning 


they were greatly aſtoniſhd to find the 


whole work renversd, ſo that the points 


of the Anita piles were at ww and all 
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the ſand that had been heapd over them, 
was ſunk to the bottom. They have ne- 
ver been able to conceive by what ſubter- 
raneous efforts this enormous maſs of earth, 


ſuſtaind, ſo to ſay, by a foreſt of trees, 


was thus turnd topſyturvy. Frederic Wil- 


liam, great oeconomiſt as he is, coud 


only laugh at this accident, and at laſt, 
by dint of money and labor, accompliſh4 
his deſign, gave to his marſh a ſolid foun- 


dation, coverd it over and, planted it with 
pleaſant allys. This monarch does not ap- 


pear to me ſo avaritious as he is deſcribed. 
He loves oeconomy and regularity, but 
they have given me inſtances of his gene · 


= roſity which deſerve to be tranſmirted to 


poſterity. He regards no expence in thoſe 
grand objects which make part of his ſyſ- 
tem, or flatter his natural diſpoſition, al- 
tho he frequently regrets a trifling expence 
for ſmall matters. He has declared, they 
ſay, that he has burnd the account of three 
of his principal expences, which are, what 


it or him to 9 Fruſſia after the 


devaſta- 


Ln 
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devaſtations of the plague, in the laſt years 
of his father Frederic I. the expence of 
buildings conſtrued during his reign at 
Berlin and Potzdam ; and what his tall re. 
giment has coſt him; the knowledge of 

which he woud be aſhamd ſhoud come to 
his ſucceſſors. There is in fact reaſon to 
believe that theſe three artieles have eoſt 
him immens ſums. But what furpriſes me 
moſt is, that he ſhoud chooſe ſo unwhoE 
ſom a fpot for the garriſon of this regi- 
ment; and that he ſhoud cloth theſe men, 
whoſe acquiſition. and maintainance are at- 
tended with ſo prodigious an expence; in 
fuch a ſcanty uniform as is not ſufficient 
to protect them from the intemperance of 
the climate; and at the ſame time ſo 
ſtraight, eſpecialy about the arms, as muſt 
impede the circulation, and oblige- the 

blood to. retire in greater quantitys to. the 
internal parts, and principaly toward the 
breaſt, and from whence come thoſe fre- 
quent expectorations of blood to which the 
n axe 3 * _ exerciſe. 


That 
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That men in general, and a ſoldier in par- 
ticular, ſnhoud be dresd after the German 


or French, the Spaniſh or Turkiſh faſhion, 


is an object of very litle conſequence to 
any one who is directed by reaſon; and 


the more as uſe makes every 8 indif- 


ferent to the eye, and as it is poſſible to 


give a grace to every kind of accoutre- 


ment. A ſovereign however ſhoud endea- 


vor to introduce among his ſubjects, and 


eſpecially in his army, that ſort of dres which 
is not prejudicial to health; but one that is 


convenient and at the ſame time pro- 


tects the body. As I pasd the ceme- 
tery of this garriſon, which is at the 


gates of Potzdam, I ſaid to my fellow- 


traveller, See there, Sir, the deareſt 
« ſpot of ground of any of the kings 
& dominions.“ | In fact, it is ; A gulph 
which inceſſantly ſwallows up thoſe im- 
mens ſums that the king pays for r recruits 


for his tall regiment. 


We arriyd at Potzdam, furnihd Lich 


letter of ample recommendation, on Sa- 


turday 
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turday evening, and on Sunday morning 155 
we were waked by the ſound of about a 
hundred drums. -This place reſembles the 
palace of Pharaſmane, of which that war- 
like king himſelf fays *, | 
e Tuſques aux e Wn me renclen 
„ hommage. 

« Mon Palais, tout ici, n'a a an faſt 
« ſauvage : ? * 
« Lanature maratre en ces IG hne 
Ne produit, au lieu d'or, que du fer, 
« des Soldats.” 1 p 
« Even the courtiers who. do me hawege, 
my palace, every object that ſurrounds 
e me, has an air of ſavage pomp: and ſtep- 
dame natur, in this horrible climate, pro- 
<« duces inſtead of gold nothing: but arms 

< and ſoldiers.” .' 

The military muſic 1 us Apen 
our toilet; we ſlipd on our cloths and re- 
paird to the parade, where we ſaw all 
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fineſt accoutrements, but without any arms 
dut ſwords, They are here led to the 


temple of the God of Batles, as to the 


feld of Mars, and the ſermon or maſs, 
makes a part of military diſcipline; they 
even call it the “ church exerciſe: 1880 L am 
ſenſible, Madam, that it woud be much 
more proper to ſend you the deſcription: 


of a ſplendid entertainment, or a nuptial: 


procefſion, than the march of theſe ſons of 
Mars; but as you love the military, as. 
the kings regiment is. the moſt famous in, 


Europe, and as without having recours to. 


fiction, I can tell you nothing remarkable 


of Potzdam, that you do not already know; 


reſt content for this time with my martial. 


deſcription. The uniform of this regiment, 


the only one of the kind, is blue, embroi- 


derd with ſmall gold Brandenbourgs, linedi 
with red, with, ſmall. ſcarlet cuffs: the 


waiſtcoat and breeches of a. ſhamey colordi 
cloth; and: white ſpatterdaſhes., When 
we meet in a. foreign country with a. Fruſ- 
ſian officer, or, foldier, I agree that there is 


ſomething. 
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ſomething mean ag perhaps ridiculous i in 


the look of his dres. Dont you remember 
that the H arlequin of the French company, 
putting on the coat of a Pruffian foot ſol- 
dier, ſaid to the pit, « Meſfieurs, me viola 
«en juſte au cul “; but notwithſtanding | 
this buffoonery, I do aſſure you that the 
fight of a whole regiment dresd in this 
manner, is by no means unpleaſing' n 
the contrary, theſe ſhort coats give a ſpruce 
and eaſy air to the ſoldier, and are very 
convenient i in a march, and in all military : 
operations. The fight of this grand regi- 
ment ſtruck me exceedingly. The haut- 
boys very richly't bedaubd, began the march, 
and were followd by ſome fifes and drum- 
mers. All the fifes are handſom negroes, 
very finely dreſd, with turbans ornamented 


* * 
494 WEIR * * q * * 
11 


8 Juſt a au nt is Preach for a coat, and aby 10 Jul 
« a'cul,” this merry gentleman meant, that his coat 
came down only to his rump. The wit lying here 


in the words corps and cul,  unhappily cannot. be 
tranſlated. op | 


with 
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with plumes of feathers, and very elegant 
chains and ear- rings of ſolid Hlver. Each 
| company Was preceded by fifes and drums, 
and led by its captain and other officers, 
After the two battallions had filed off, came 
the . uncorporated,”. as they are calld : 

theſe are men. ſelected for their ſtature 
i from out all the regiment, and who Le- 
ceive an extraordinary pay, are regarded 
ſupernumerarys, and do ſcarce any duty. 
The ſight of this troop more aſtoniſhd than 
pleaſd me. They appeard to me like ſo 
many walking . coloſſes; but natur ſeems 
to have been entirely occupyd with giving 
them an uncommon ſtatur, for they hays 
litle ſymetry, or regular proportion in their 
figures: the moſt part of theſe giants have 
either an ugly aſpect, are bowlegged, or ill 
made in ſome part of their bodys : fo that 
we may fay in general, that this regiment is 
more marvelous than fine. The grenadiers, 
not ſo tall as the others, but better made, 
pleaſe me the moſt. After the church ex- 


erciſe, the King took coach to go to 
Wunden 


* 
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Wuſterhauſen, whew H. M. takes. the di- 
verſion of hunting during the autumn; 
and where he has an incredible quantity 
of game. I have therefore ſeen this 
prince only en paſſant. If we judge by 
his portraits, he was in his youth per- 
fectly handſom, but it muſt be confesd 
that he does not now retain any traces of 
beauty. His eyes are indeed lively, 
but his looks are frigbtful; his come 
plexion is composd of a, mixture of a 
high red, blue, yellow, and green; his 
head is large, his neck is quite ſunk, bes 
tween bis ſhoulders, and his Bakr; is ſhort 15 
and groſs. | 
The king was no boner gone than all 
the officers repaird to the church of the 
garriſon, and engaged us to accompany | 
them. Never, Madam, did I find myſelf 
ſo diminutive as in the midſt of theſe de- 
vout giants. Whenever they ſtood up at 
their prayers, I thought myſelf a pigmy; 
I was obliged to hold my. head back when 
I woud obſerve their phyſionomys. The : 


foldiers as well as AIRES, attended the di- 
vine 
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vine ſervice with great decency, and with 
an air of much devotion. Mine, I muſt 
ingenuouſly confes, was a litle diſtracted 


by the novelty of the ſight, and by certain 


reflexions which I coud not forbear making. 


The church appeard to me'like a grand 
cabinet, where fome curious monarch, had 
amaſſed a very extraordinary collection of 
men of the talleft ſtature, from the four 


quarters of the world. Under the pulpit I 


obſerved an iron grate, which cloſed the 
entrance of a vault, where the king in- 


tends to be depoſited after his deceaſe. I 
was ſurpriſed to ſee at the fides of this 


grate two ſtatues of white marble, that had 


the look of two centinels, and which-repre- 


ſented Mars and Bellona. It ſeemd ſtrange 
to me to find two heathen deities in a 
Chriſtian church. 4 

When we came out of the church they 
carryd us to the parade, where we found 
part of the garriſon under arms They 


went thro their exerciſe with an exactitude 
which ſurpaſſes all that has been ſaid of them. 
To ä an idea of it, it is neceſſary to ſee 


| it; 


it; and? ng you, that ſince the aal 
I do not think there has been on the earth a 


troop of warriors that made ſo marvellous 


an appearance and of ſo extraordinary 2 
ſtature, and that performd their n 


ſo much dexterity. 
Colonel W——, who commands this 


ſuperb regiment, did us the honor to invite 
us to dinner. On entering his hous we 
found a ſcore of the principal officers. 


We ſat down to table, had a very good 


dinner, and they who loved the old nectar 
of the Rhine, were plentifully imbrued. 


All theſe corpulent machines are great 
wine bibbers, they pour down the bum- 


pers with a facility and good will, truly 
Germanic. It is part of the etiquette at 
Potzdam to place, at the beginning of the 


entertainment, a number of bottles on the | 


fide-board ; when the butler brings them 


in, the viſages of the gueſts begin to 


brighten; and as they becom empty they 
are ranged upon the floor, in form of a 


battallion. The n che file of theſe 


* 
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dead men is, the gayer has been the din- 
ner. It muſt be confesd however, that 
among theſe officers, there are a number of 
men of ſens and merit, whoſe converſation 
is equaly inſtructive and agreeable. As far 
as I am able to judge, there appears to 
be in general, plenty of genius in the Pruſ- 
fian nation, and a very good taſte among 
the nobility of both ſexes. They treated 
me with much politeneſs at table, and ca- 
resd me very heartily after. I found op- 
portunity to tell ſome pleaſant ſtorys, and 
to turn the diſcours to topics that were 
within my ſphere. The company appeard 
to be pleasd with my converſation, and 
about the fixth large bumper, that ſurly 
air, which had at firſt almoſt frightend me, 
: wich to diſappear, and. we became fami- 
hat with each ether 5 
The entertainment being'over, captain 
Ws efich invited the collpany RO icof- 


bh . 2 Da 


EY 
ad. "ou n 


E 


. The name of this ow wi elch inne 


0 three wars, nd he fell i in the laſt; after baving ar- 
rived, 
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fee at his hous. After this, they ſent for 
the hautboys of the regiment, and pre- 
pard for a dance. I turnd my eyes to every 
ſide, expecting to ſee ſome ladys enter: 
but I was when a manner ſtupifyd when one 
of theſe deſcendants of Hanak, with a 
ruby and weather beaten face, preſented 
me his hand to open the ball. I had al- 
ways thought that the minuet was a kind 
of pantomime, which repreſented by atti- 
tudes and expreſſions, an amorous ren- 
counter; a declaration, a mutual deſire 
to pleaſe, an inclination to receive the | 
addres, by giving the hand; a doubt, and 
on a ſudden-reflexion, a ſhort ſeparation, 
and at laſt, a happy concluſion, by jo 
ing both hands, and conducting the lady 
to the place where the ſolicitation firſt be · 
gan. Whether this idea be juſt or not, it 


was what I had conceivd ; and It nacurally 


* — N 5 . . 
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follows, that having this notion of the 


matter, I coud not but be greatly embar- 
rasd when the propoſition was made me 


to dance with a man, under theſe circum- 


' ſtances. God forgive me ! but it raisd an 


odd ſuſpicion in my mind, that theſe gen- 
tlemen who have ſo much outward auſte- 
tity, may not at bottom be very obdurate, 
They did not give me however much time 
for reflexion, for dance I muſt; and fo 
did M. von O-—, The commanders of 


the regiment danced, and all the officers 


danced; and this maſculine ball be- 
came toward the concluſion animated, 
thanks to the repeated bumpers of cham- 
paign, which they made us drink by way 


of refreſhment. About eight in the even- 
ing moſt of theſe terrible warriors declined 
the combat, their huge limbs were no 
longer able to encounter with Bacchus and 
Terpſichore, and they went ſtaggering off. 


It was proposd to me to make a viſit to 
the counteſs von ——, who had an afſem- 


| bly of _ at her hous. I thought my- 


fel 
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ſelf ſtronger this 1 was, and a recd to go 
there in an open chaiſe. Our blundcting 


coachman drove againſt a poſt, the of- 


ficer my companion was thrown out by the 


ſhock, and fell upon the pavement like a 
ſack of flower. When we came to the aſ- 


ſembly, they thought me very cool and 
ſober, in compariſon with ſome of the 
champions in our bacchanal combat, who 
had already got there, one of whom had 


ſet himſelf down between two chairs, and 


was abſolutely unable to get up again. 


So that I pasd-for a redoubted hero in the 


conflict of the glaſſes. I found it neceſſary 


however, in order to preſerve the glory I 


had obtaind, to make a prudent retreat, 


ſo that in fact I haſtend to bed, and ſlept 
profoundly under the ſhade of my laurels, 


or if you pleaſe, vine leaves. The next 


day, after ſeeing all that is remarkable in 


Potzdam, we returnd ſoberly to Berlin. 


Here, Madam, you have again a long 


letter, or rather a Jong. narrative. It has 


without doubt tired you: for I have not 


d the 
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the talent of making weh dry matter be- 
com agreeable by the aid of ornaments : : 
but I have however obeyd your com- 
mands. 235 


Sacra ra garsE neden 
LETT E R vin. 


To the ſame. 
: , gs vs 5 955 7 59 
MabAM, 
| had making you the duſctipticn' of Sar 
ſojourn at Berlin and Potzdam, I have 


| Preſented you with a picture in the ſtyle 


of Rembrandt ; I ſhall now offer you one 
in the manner of Watteau, by giving you 
2 deſcription of Rheinſberg, and of the 
pleaſures we here enjoy. T his is a ſmall 
but very pleaſing city, altho ſituate in a 
| moſt barren ſand, on the frontiers of Meck- 
: lenbourg. N contains about a thouſand 

inhavitaits, and was "ay the property 
; | of 


of a French 4c n The . 


has purchaſed it, and given it to the prince 


roial, with the caſtle, the gardens, the 
foreſts, and ſome lands that are dependent 


on it. The caſtle was, in a manner, in 
ruins, and there was ſcarce any garden 
when the prince obtained the gift; and 


which is the more valuable to him as his 
regiment is in garriſon at Ruppin, which is 
but ſix miles from hence, and in this coun- 
try the garriſons never change. The ſitu- 
ation of the caſtle itſelf is very fine. An 
immens lake bathes almoſt its foundations; 


and on the opoſit ſide, a beautiful foreſt of 


oaks and beech riſes in form of an amphi- 
theatre. The ancient building conſiſted of 


only one range of rooms, with a wing ter- 


minated by an old tower. This edifice 
and its ſituation, gave to the prince roial 
an opportunity of diſplaying his genius and 
his taſte; and to baron Knobelſtorff, in- 


tendant of the buildings, his talent for 


architecture. The main e ert 11911. 
and embelliſhd externally with archd win. 
11-91 $34 * i : dows, | 


} 


which correſpond with the old ones; and 
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dos, and very elegant ſtatues and orna- 
ments; another wing and tower are added, 


the two towers are connected by a double 
colonade, on the platform of which is a 
gallery of communication, that is orna- 
mented with vaſes and groups of infants. 


By this araingment the whole building now 
forms an exact ſquare. We are led to it 


by a bridge decorated with ſtatues repre- 
ſenting the ſeven planets, and which each 
holds in his hand a lamp in form of a 
globe. To enter the inner court, we paſs 
under a noble portal, over which is a large 
cartouch with the following inſcription, en- 
graved by order of M. Knobelſtorff, Frede- 
rico Tranguilitatem colenti. The inſide of 


this palace | ſtill.excells the outſide, as well 


in the beauty and diſtribution of the apart- 


ments, as in the taſte and richnes of the 


furniture. Which way ſoever the eye 
turns, it is ſtruck with a profuſion of 
gilding and carving: all theſe ornaments, 
a are — with judgment and 


reſerve, 
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4 


referve, and the defigns are highly admi- 
rable. As the prince admires the tender 
colors only, there are ſeveral” apartments 
furniſhed in gridelin, ſea green, and, fleſh 
colour, the mouldings and ornaments of 
which are of ſilver : all theſe form a very 
pleaſing diverſity, and give this palace an 
air equaly gay and noble. The moſt ele- 
gant apartment, which is not yet finiſhed, 
but on which they are inceſſantly laboting. 
is a ſuperb hall, completely lined with fac- 
titious marble, and ornamented with mirors 
and bronzes. The celebrated Peſne is now 
engaged in painting the eeiling; it repre- 
ſents the riſing of the Sun; on one fide, 
Night covered with her veils, ſurrounded 
by her gloomy birds, and followd 
the hours, retires, -and makes room for 
Aurora, who is repreſented under the figur 
of Venus, is attended by the morning (tar, 
and occupys the center of the piece: we 
next fee the white horſes that draw the 
chariot of Apollo, and the rays of that god 
Jn appear. This ſubject is "LI and 
„ ſeems. 
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ſeems to allude to an epoch that perhaps is 
not far diſtant. 1 ſhall ſay nothing of the 
execution of this piece; the pencil of M. 
Peſne i is too much admired by the connoiſ- 
ſieurs of France and Italy itſelf, to want 
my commendations. 
The gardens of Rbeielbesg. Madam, 
N which extend the length of the whole lake, 
are not yet arrived to maturity, for it is 
but a few years ſince their commencement. 
The plan is great and beautiful: time 
muſt do the reſt. The principal ally is 
terminated by an obeliſk coverd with 
Agyptian hieroglyphics. There are de- 
lightful groves, and verdant ſalloons and 
bowers, very happily diſpoſed. The prince 
is building a ſuperb orangery, in a taſte 
| perfectly new, after. the deſign of M. Kno- 
belttorff. The ground i is alſo laying out, 
| far planting the next year, a labyrinth 
which } is to lead to the temple of Bacchus, 
placed i in the center. Twelve ſatyrs of 
gigantic ſtature, ſerve for colums to this 


Mnplf. and ſuſtain the dome, which i is in 
form 
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form of an inverted punchbowl. Alb the 
avenues are planted with ivy, vines, yews, 
and cypres. Two handſome barges, built 
by the princes: order, float upon the lake, 
ready to carry thoſe who love excurſions 
upon the water, or that are deſirous of 
going to the foreſt, which is called the: 
Boubero. [19 | 

We arrived at. Rheinſberg, the third of 
October, at ten in the morning, and went 
to the poſt-hous ; but the prince roial did 
not ſuffer us to remain long there. He 
ſent for our baggage, and aſſignd us two 
handſom appartments in the caſtle. As 
ſoon as we had changd our dreſs, we were 
conducted into the billiard hall, which is 
completely lined with yellow marble; the 
two chimney-pleces are of bronz, as well 
as the reſt of the ornaments. This hall is 
on the ground floor, and has a proſpect of 
the garden from one ſide, and of the court 
from the other. We there found moſt of the 
gentlemen and officers, who form the prin- 
ces. cone and were received by them with 


„„ great 


rRNA. 
great politenes. Before I go any further, 
it. will be neceſſary, Madam, to bring you 
acquainted with the gentlemen and ladys 
that compoſe the court of the prince and 
the princeſs roial. I ſhall nat here imitate 
the epic poets, who find it neceſſary to in- 
voke the muſes, to enable them to enume- 
rate their heros; I ſhall tell you in plain 
terms, that M. von Wolden is marſhal of 
this court; and that he executes. all the 
functions of that office, with the utmoſt 
zeal, dignity, and politenes.. He is already, 
arrived at a certain age, and has nothing 
ſtriking or attractive in his figur; but he 
poſſeſes a great ſhare of good ſens, and has 
a. heart filld with integrity. His young 
wife, who is of the illuſtrious family of the 
Borcks, unites. with the graces of a fine 
figur, thoſe of a diſcerning mind; and her 
preſence contributes greatly to the pleaſures 
of the court of Rheinſperg. M. von Son- 
ning, is. major of the engineers, and has 
formerly taught the mathematics and forti- 
TE: to the FR who pays him the 
„„ | tribute 
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tribute of acknowledgment, and a mainte- 
nance at the court. He is an amiable and 
gay veteran, notwithſtanding the misfor- 
tune of having loſt a leg in the laſt war in 
Flanders. The dexterity. of the ſculptur 
has, however, ſupplyd the injury of Mars; 5 
and the wooden leg, covered with a. white 
ſpatterdaſh, is ſo. artfully made, that it is. *; 
not perceptible, even in walking, that the. i 
majors leg is not genuine. M. le Cha- | 
valier de Chaſot, is a young gentleman” 

of Normandy, who has formerly ſerved 
in the French army, and with whom the” 
prince became acquainted in 17 34. andi in 
the laſt campaign on the Rhine, You - 
know, Madam, that the king, who had 
then fent ten thouſand of his froops to the. 
aſſiſtance of the emperor and empire, 
would himſelf ſee them act againſt the 
army of mareſchal Berwick, and be witnes, 
of the laſt" exploits: of the renownd princ 
Eugene of Savoy, who. {till es 
the army of the empire. He was accom- 
Faun by the prince rotal, his ſon; but 
D 5 ſeeing 
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ſeeing that this ſeptuagenary hero, was 
ſubdued more by age than by the French, 

and that with a moſt formidable army he 
dared not to attack that of the enemy, who 
took Philipſbourg within his - ſight; the 
Pruſſian monarch quitted the imperial ar- 
my, and returnd, but litle ſatisfyd, to his 
own dominions. The prince roial ſoon 
followed, and brought with him this young 
Chevalicr de Chaſot, whom he had engag- 
ed in his ſervice. He has a lively temper, 
a gay humor, agreeable talents, and if I 
am not miſtaken, great diſpoſitions to be- 
come one day an able general; if he be 
employd, as I ſuppoſe he will, in the mi- 
litary. Baron von Knobleſtorff, has ſome- 


5 thing i in his phyſionomy and manner, that 


is rather auſtere ; but he is a man of eſſen- 
tial merit. There is nothing in his appear- 
ance that is either gallant, or ſtriking; but 
he is not the leſs worthy on that account. 
I compare him to a fine oak, and it is not 
neceſſary, you know, that every tree ſhould 


ä be cut into the form of the arcades of 


Marly. 


- - 
0 4 * 


1 


4 a \ 2 


Marly. M. Knobelſtorff is good ſens it- 


ſelf; his converſation is inſtructive, and 


his talents for architectur, deſign, and 


painting, are highly excellent. That he 


might finiſn his taſte for the fine arts, the 


prince roial withdrew him from the mili- 
tary, when he had arrived to the degree of 


a captain, and ſent him to make the tour 
of Italy. He returnd with the moſt perfect 
knowledge of theſe matters; and the prince 
affords him, every day, occaſion to put it 
in practice. We have already ſeen, on 
every ſide, monuments of his fine taſte; he 


has painted the moſt delightful landſcapes, 


and the portraits of ſome of his particular 
friends have an aſtoniſhing likenes. His 
character is truth, and his probity is above 
all temptation. M. von Jordan is a well- 
made litle man: his looks. are pleaſing, 
and his eye extremely piercing : his com- 
plexion is of a lively brown; his large eye- 
brows are as black as his beard.: he has a 


great deal of wit and ſtill mare learning. 


His father dedicated him to the church; 


6 and. 
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and he has already had, in quality of paſtor, 
the cure of the ſouls of the faithful of the 
church of Potſlow and Prentzlow, in the 
Uckermarch; but whether he found it not 
convenient to exerciſe his tender lungs in 
the edification of his flock, or whether he 
found, on examining his heart, that a frail 
veſſel like himſelf; was not worthy to con- 
tain the precious depoſit committed to his 
charge; he has reſignd his cure, and laid 
aſide his gown. As in the cours of his. 
ſtudys, he has cultivated every part of the 
belles lettres, and is more a'man of letters 
than a theologian ; on quitting the altar, 
he has thrown himſelf into the arms of the 
muſes, and has traveld under their auſpices, 
in Holland, England, and France, On 
his return, he found means to attract the 
notice of the prince roial, who has taken 
him into his court; has made him take the 
ſword, and has ſince honord him with a 
particular regard, and of which he is wor- 
thy, both from his merit, and from the 
ene attachment which he has to his 
illuſtrious 
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iNuftrious benefaQor. He is known in the 


republie of letters by three works, which 
are, A Miſcellany of Literature and Philo 0 


ply; the Life of M. la Creſe; and an Hervunt 


of bis Literary Journey. We ſhould, ho- 
ever, judge of Mr. Jordan rather by his 
converſation, than his writings ; for he 
has infinitely more wit at the end of his 
tongue, than the end of his pen. Gun & 
powder is not more quick in its execution 
than he; ſo that we may ſay, that genius 
and learning ſeem to be for ever on his. 
lips. But what renders him ſtill more” 
eſteemable is, the excellency of his heart; 
the fidelity and pleaſures of his friendſhip f 
and the gravity and deceney of his man- 
ners; and therefore it is that he is beloved. 
by all the other courtiers; and is not thar 
ſaying a great deal? Baron von K : 
is a gentleman of Courland, ea ec b 
the military ſervice of the king of Pruſſia, 
and particularly attached to the. perſon of 
the prince roial.” It was ſome time before 
E could meet with: him, and-I had heard ſo 
IF mych 
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much of him, and was ſo much prejudiced 
in his favor, that I burnd with impatience 
to ſee him. He enterd the hall like a 
whirlwind, or like Boreas in the ballet of 
the Roſe. He Was juſt come from 'hunt- 
ing, and it appeard odd enough to ſee him 
in a night-gown, and with a gun upon his 
ſhoulder. He accoſted me at once with an 
air of perfect eaſe, and his firſt words ap- 
peard to me as if I had been for a long 
time honord with his particular friendſhip. 
He took me by the arm and led me into 
his chamber; and while he dreſd, he re- 
peated ſcraps of the Henriade, and ſtrings 
of German verſes, and talkd of hounds and 
horſes; cut ſome croſs capers; and prac- 
tiſed ſome ſteps in the rigadoon a la Balon; 
then talkd on politics, mathematics, paint- 
ing, architecture, literary and military mat- 
ters. I remaind immoveable; liſtend with 
a profound ſilence, and admired every 
thing, even the happy tranſitions by which 
he pasd ſo rapidly from one ſubject to ano- 
ther. I ſeemd, however, to perceive that 


this 


e 


— 
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this extreme vitacity could not. be altoge- 
ther natural, and that it did not entirely 
flow from an abundant reſource of genius: 


and though time has not quite baniſhd this 


ſuſpicion, I find nevertheles on a further 
acquaintance, that baron K is a very 
amiable gentleman, that he has a mind a- « 


dornd with much pleaſing knowledge, that 


he both talks and writes well, and in vers as 
well as proſe, that he has a humor naturaly 


gay, anda noble heart. His figur is not very 


engaging: he is ſhort and thick; has ſmall 


eyes, a large noſe, a wide mouth, and a ſal- | 


low comple nion. He has however, an eaſy 


air, a graceful preſence, and all that he ſays 
or does, is in the manner of a man of birth. 

By attaching himſelf to the prince roial, he 
has contracted his taſte. He loves mulic, 
architecture, painting, poetry, &c. but the 
diſciple is ſtill inferior to his maſter. Be- 
ſide theſe courtiers, the prince has alſo ſe- 
veral officers of his regiment, who are 


o 


loged in his palace, and eat at his table: 


theſe are gentle men of the greateſt merit, 
and who unite to their military talents 


Sx OS the 


5% LETTER VIII. N 


the love * letters, and the fine arts; that 
politeſs which is eſſential to a court, and 
thoſe amiable qualitys which are neceſſary 
to make ſociety agreeable. _ © 4 
MMadam von Katſch fills the place of firſt 
lady of the bedchamber, to the princeſs 
roial. I can conceive of nothing more re- 
ſpectable than this lady: gravity and ſweet- 
neſs, decency and gayety, dignity and po- 
litenes, are united in her countenance and 
her behaviour; and ſhe is the patrones of 
all that is good and amiable. 
Mademoiſelle von S———, firſt lady 
of honor to her highnes the princeſs, cannot 
be cited as a Ae ; however, there is no- 
thing in her countenance that is the leaſt 
diſagreeable. The roſes and lilys are not 
diffuſed over her complexion, as they are 
over yours; but ſhe has a fine ſhape, a de- 
licate hand, and a delightfuly pretty foot. 
You are not ignorant that the ladys know 
right well boy to diſplay their excellencys. 
to the utmoſt advantage ; .and if they have 


nothing hangibra about them but the tip 
N mT 
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of the ear, they will not Fil to make that 
the object of public attention.” You may 
_ eaſily imagin, therefore, if the feet of Ma- 
demoiſelle von $———, can conſtantly 
remain confined, as in a cloſe priſon, under 
a trailing petticoat. No, Madam, my ad- 
venturous ſight has more than once explor- 
ed their excellence, and I have thought them 
worthy to be celebrated. They appertain, 
moreover, to a perſon of very amiable cha- 
rafter, and who, though not in the fpring 
of life, has nevertheles a "iP" pleaſair 
humor and a diſcreet wit” = 

panion, is tall, and has a Wr perfectly 
fine; ſhe is rather pretty than regularly 
handſom; her countenance pleaſes, t tho 


it does not ſtrike ; her complexion is beau- ; 


tiful, and her eyes charming ; ſhe is fair 
without being languid. Her character is 
tender, and her politenes natural. A am 
perſuaded ſhe will, one day, m make an ex- 
cellent wife and mother, being endowed 
with many qualitys that are ia thoſe ſtations 
moſt eſtimable. >. Beſide: 
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Beſide thoſe who belong to this court, 
the prinee draws alſo to Rheinſbderg many 
of the moſt amiable ladys of Berlin, who. 
by the charms of their perſons and their 
minds, contribute to render this court equal- 
ly brilliant and agreeable. lit“ 

The firſt gentleman of the be to, 
the prince, is M. F rederſtorff; 3 he is a tall. 
handſom man; has underſtanding and in- 


genuity; is polite, attentiye, - active, and 


ſupple ; frugal of his fortune, and yet libe- 
ral: I am perſuaded that he wall one day 
make a great figur 1 in. life. ti 
The princes chaplain is M. von . 
He is an able preacher, and an amiable man 
in converſation: it 1s to be preſumed that 
he will one day becom ee 4 in the 
republic of letters. di 1 
They who love the polite arts, and know 
how to diſtinguiſh thoſe. maſters who excel 
therein, will find alſo here M. Peſne, a 
painter of the firit rank, and a very polite 
entleman: M. Buiſſon, a very excellent 


Painter of flowers: M. Graun, maſter of the 


* #5b" jobs h 


chapel to the prince; and his brother, di- 
rector of the concert; and alſo M. Benda, 
one of the firſt violins in Europe. All theſe 
men of uncommon genius, join to their ſu- 
perior talents, the graces that reſult from an 
amiable character; and I find infinit plea- 
ſur in their company, in thoſe intervals, 
when they are not engaged with their roial 
highneſſes, or in the dutys of the court. 
Such, Madam, is the pictur of this de. 


lightful court, and ſuch the characters of 


thoſe Who have the happines to eee 
it. 77 7111 
Ab who live i in this ite enjoy 2 per- 
fect liberty, for their, particular, employ- 
ments, or private- pleaſures; We ſee the 
prince and princeſs only at table, at play, 
at the ball, the concert, or other common 
pleaſures of which we participate. Time, 
ſo precious to a thinking being, and fo te · 


dious to one who does not think, is not 


here pasd by lying long 1 in bed, in making 
a long breakfaſt, or in pacifying or diſ- 
patching of duns, or in grave confer 
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witha taylor, or ſuch other important viſitor, 
or at a tedious toilet, or by dancing attend- 
ance in an antichamber, and paſſing the 
remainder of the day in frivolous diſcours. 
Here each one reads, reflects, draws, paints, 
or plays on ſome inſtrument; or writes and 
amuſes, or employs himſelf in his apart- 
ment; and is dresd with elegance, tho not 
oſtentation, by the hour of dinner. 

All the employments, and all the plea- 
fures of the prince, are thoſe of a man of 
underſtanding. He is, at this time, actu- 

ally engaged in refuting the dangerous po- 
Nticał reverys of Machiavel. His conver- 
- fation at table is charming; he talks much 
and excellently well: his mind ſeems to be 
equal to all ſorts of ſubjects; and his ima- 
gination produces, on each of them, 
number of new and juſt ideas: his genius 
reſembles the fire of the veſtals that was 
never extinct. A decent and polite: con- 
tradiction is not diſagreeable to him. He 
poſſeſſes the rare talent of diſplaying the 


wit of others, and of giving them opportu- 
nitys 
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nitys to — ſhine: on, n ſabjeds, in, which 
they excel. He jeſts frequently, and ſome- 
times rallys, but never with aſperity, and 
an ingenious reply does not diſpleas him. 
The antitheſis and the ſimile, appear to be 
his favourit figurs, In a word, Madam, 
and do not imagin that L am; dazzeld- by 
that ſplendor which attends a; prince roial, 
but were he a private perſon, I do preteſt 


to you, that I would freely. go me 


leagues barefooted, at leaſt, once in a week, 
to enjoy the delicious «A of pages | 
his company. G1 

Nothing can be more lenny . this 
princes library; it is in a thoſe towers 
I have mentioned, and has a view of the 
lake and gardens. A collection, not very 
numerous, but well choſen, of the beſt 
books in the F rench language, are ranged 
in glaſs caſes, which, are ornamented wich 
carvings and gildings in excellent taſte. 
The portrait of M. de Voltaire occupys an 


honorable place in this library. He is the 
am author of the Prince, who has, in 
general, 


Wits 
v5 . 

il ity 
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general, a high eſteem for the good F rench 
writers, both in vers and proſe. 
When dinner is over, all the gentlemen 
a to the apartment of one of the ladys, 
who here each give coffee in their turn, 
begining with the firſt lady of the bedcham- 
ber, and without exception, even of ſuch 
ladys as are ſtrangers. All the court aſſem- 


bles in her apartment, whoſe day it is. There 


we kalk or trifle, make partys for play, or 
for the walk, and this hour is not the leaſt 
agrecable in the day. The prince and 
princeſs take their coffee 1 in their own a- 
SR %%% 
The evenings are devoted to mut The 
prince has a concert in his ſaloon, were no 
one enters that is not invited, and ſuch in- 
vitation is regarded as an extraordinary 
favor. The prince has commonly per- 
forind a ſonata, and a concert for the flute, 
on which he plays in the greateſt perfec- 
tion. He fills the flute admirably well, 


has great agility of the fingers, and a vaſt 
fund vOncuſie,”! ei compoſes, himſelf, 
ran | ſonotas; 


' \ ks — 
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ſonotas; I have had the honor to ſtand be- 


hind him, more than once, while he was 


playing, and was charmd with his taſte, 
eſpecialy in the Adagio. He has a conti- 


nual creation of new ideas. 29 4995 

The Prince dances i ina noble Beſt OT 
fal | manner. In a word, he loves all ra- 
tional pleaſures, except the chaſe, the ex- 


erciſe of which he thinks as troubleſom, 


and ſcarce more uſeful than f of Mer 


ney- fee e 
I think 1 ſee you, Madam, at 175 


ye 


mo- 


ment, you; are fitting i in your grand. confeſ- 


ſional by the fire fide; you read my account, 


and you fay. to yourſelf, F. Malbranche 


ſaw all things in God, and my Poor Biel- 
feld ſees all things 1 in his prince, and rapt 
in his enthuſiaſm, wont. ſay AW word to me 


about the princeſs, 'whom I'fo earneſtly de- 
fire to "Know, becauſe all the world ſpeaks 


of her with ſuch high admiration. A mo- 
ments patience, "Madam you ſhall be ſa- 
tisfyed, and you ſhall fee that I do e to 
all the world. F 


„% LETTER” vi. 
+ Her roial highnes is tall of ſtatufe, and 
her figur is, in one word; perfect. Never 
have Iites à imbre regular ſhape in all its 
ptoportions: her neck, her hands ant feet, 
might ſerve as models to the painter. Her 
Hair, Which 1 havr particulatiy admired, 
i of à moſt 'beatitiful. flaxen, but *fome- 
Phat inellning to white, and ſhines, When 
not powderd, ke rows of Pearls: her 
complexion is remarkably fine; and in her 
large vlue eyes, vivacity and ſuretdes are 
ſo happily” bletided, as to make them per- 

| fectiy animated. The princeſs has an open 
countenance ; her eyebrows are” neat and 
regular; her noſe is ſmall and angular, but 
vety elegantly defined; and her coral lips 
and well-curnd neck, afe equaly admire- 
able. _ Goodhes | is ſtrongiy markd in her b 
countenance; and we may ſay, from her 
whole Spur, that the Graces have ex- 
erted themſelves in forming a great prin- IM : 
T 
J 


ceſs: even thoſe litle negligences which are 
ſometimes ſeen in her dres, or her man- 

ner, have a happy effect. Tho her high- f 
nagar? neſſes 
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and in excellent taſte. There is ſcarce any 


princeſs in Europe who has ſo many fine 


diamonds, and no one who depoſes them 


to more advantage. I have ſeen on her 


robe an aſſemblage of brilliants, heighten- 
ed by amerhyſts, of ſuch tranſcendant beau- 
ty, that my eyes could ſcarce bear the 


blaze of their luſtre. Her highneſs talks 


but litle, eſpecially at table, but all ſhe 


ſays is ſterling ſens: ſhe appears to have 


an uncommon genius, and which ſhe orna- 
ments by the continual ſtudy of the beſt 
French authors, Madam von Katſch 


aſſures me, that ſhe has a moſt amiable - 


heart, and that her whole character is ſu- 
premely excellent; of which ſhe frequently 
gives me the moſt charming inſtances. 


14 


Every evening at ſix, her highnes has a 


party at quadrill or triſſet, and plays with 
a noble indifference, N. ever, in my opi- 


nion, did any princeſs dance in greater 
perfection; her matiner is at once grace- 
ful, eaſy, elegant, and majeſtic, It is ſuf- 
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1 dreſs in general, is 8 regular 
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ficient to behold this princeſs, to know, 


manner, but with leſs magnificence than 
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that ſhe is a lady of the moſt exalted rank. 

We had, the other day, a ball, with 
which I was highly delighted. The prince, 
who commonly wears no other dres than 
the uniform of his regiment, appeard in a 
coat of ſea green mohair, ornamented with 
large ſilver brandenbourgs, with toſſels at 
the extremetys; the waiſtcoat was of ſilver 
mohair, richly laced. All the gentlemen 
of his court were dresd almoſt in the ſame 


the prince. This kind of uniform had a 
moſt pleaſing effect; tho, at the ſame time, 
nothing attracted my eyes but the dance 


of the princeſs. 
Thus, Madam, our days here paſs tran- 
quily away, and enliven'd by, every enjoy- q 
ment that can pleaſe a rational mind. Roial 
cheer, wine for the gods, the muſic of an- - 
gels, delicious paſtimes, in the gardens, | : | 
in the woods, upon the waters ; the cultiva- 5 
tion of letters and the polite arts, and a re- 
WI 
fined converſation, all concur to ſpread = 


their | 
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their powers oer this enchanting palace. 
But as there is no felicity that is abſolutely 
perfect, ſo the pleaſures that I have enjoyd 1 
at Rheinſberg, have been daſſid with bit- 
ternes by a ſingular accident, of which, 
Madam, I ſhall here give an account; as, 
you will ſoon ſee me return to Hamburg, 
with two wounds on my forehead, a ſable 
eye, and a cheek coverd with all the colors 
of the rainbow; it is proper that I appriſe 
you of this cataſtrophe. We ſeldom fail to 
feel the effects of a debauch, and it was at 
a bacchanalian rout, that I acquired all 
thoſe ornaments. About a fortnight ſince, 
the prince was in a humor of extraordinary 
gayety, at table. His gayety animated all 
the reſt; and ſome glaſſes of champagne 
ſtill more enlivend our mirth, The prince, 
perceiving our diſpoſition, was willing to 
promote it; and on riſing from table, told 
us he was determind we ſhoud recommence 
our jollity at ſupper, and i in the ſame place , 
where we had left off. Toward evening 1 
was calld to the concert; at the end. of 
E 2 which 
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which the prince ſaid to me, Go note to the 
princeſſes apartment, and when ſhe bas finiſtd 
ber play, vue will ſit dotem to table, and wont 
quit it III the lights are out, and rot art 
ſemwhat enlightend with champagne. I re- 
garded this threat as a pleafantry, for I 
knew that partys which are expreſſy intended 
for this purpoſe, ſeldom fucceed, but com- 
monly becom more dull than joyous. On 
entring the princeſſes apartment, however, 
her highnes, convinced that the affair was 
very ſerious, and prognoſticated with a 
ſmile, that I-ſhould' not be able to defend 
myſelf againſt the princes attack. In fact, 
we were ſcarce ſeated before he began, by 
drinking a number of intereſting healths, 
which there was a neceſſity of pledging. 
This firſt ſkirmiſh being over, it was fol- 
lowd by an inceſſant flow: of ſallys and re- 


partees, by the prince and the company; 
the moſt contlacted countenances became 
expanded, the g gayety was: general, even the 
ladys affifted ifi promoting our jollity. 


After about two hours, we found that the 
a _ 
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largeſt reſervoirs, by perpetually filling, 


en weer, r. vn: neceſſuy has no law; 
and the greateſt reſpect could not prevent 


| ſome of us, from going to take the freſh 


air in the veſtibule. I was one of the num- 


ber: when I went out I found myſelf fober 


enough, but the air ſeized me, and on en- 
tering the hall, I perceived a fort of vapour 


that ſeemed to cloud my reaſon. I had 
placed before me a large glaſs of water, 
which the princeſs, oppoſit to whom I had 
-the honor "to fit, in a vein of miſchievou 
pleaſantry, had ordered to be emptyd, and 
had filld it with ſellery wine, which was as 


clear as rock water; ſo that, having already 
loft my taſte, I mixd my wine with wine; 
and chinking to refreſh myſelf, I became 


joyous, but it was a kind of joy that leand 
toward: intoxication, | To finiſh my picture, 


the prince ordered me to come and fit by 
him: he ſaid many very gracious things to 
me, and let me ſee into futurity, as far as 


my feeble ſight was then capable ef diſeo- 


res. and at the ſame time made me 
E 2 _— 
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drink, bumper after bumper, of his lunel 
vine. The reſt of the company, however, 
were not leſs ſenſible than I, of the effects 
of the nectar, which there flowd in ſuch 
mighty ſtreams. One of the ladys, who 
was a ſtranger, and in a multiplying ſtate, 
found herſelf as much incommoded as we 
were, and retired ſuddenly for a ſhort time 
to her chamber. We thought this action 
admirably heraic. Wine produces com- 
placency. The lady on her return, was 
loaded with compliments and careſſes: ne- 
ver was woman ſo applauded for ſuch an 
expedition. At laſt, whether by accident 
or deſign, the princeſs broke a glaſs. This 
was a ſignal for our impetuous jollity, and 
an example that appeard highly worthy of 
imitation. In an inſtant all the glaſſes flew 
to the ſeveral corners of the room; and all 
the criſtals, porcelain, piers, branches, 
bowls, vaſes, &c. were broke into a thou- 
ſand pieces. In the midſt of this univerſal 
deſtruction, the prince ſtood, like the man 


in 1 Horace, who contemplates the cruſh of 
8 | worlds, 
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workla; with a look of perfect tranquility. 
To this tumult ſucceeded a freſn burſt of 
mirth; during which the prince ſlipd away, 
and aided by his pages, retired to his 
Narbe and 3 immediately fol- 
lowd. 62 | 

8 me, who anfortingtely: found not 
one valet who was humane enough to guide 
my wandering ſteps, and ſupport my tott- 
ring fabric, I careleſliy approached the 
grand ſtair· caſe, and without the leaſt heſi- 
tation, rolld from the top to the bottom; 
were Play ſenſles on the floor, and were, 
perhaps, I-ſhould have periſhed, if an old 
female domeſtic had not chanced to paſs 
that way, who in the dark, taking me for 
a great dog belonging to the caſtle, gave 
me an appellation ſomewhat diſhonour- 
able, and at the ſame time a kick in the 
guts; but perceiving that I was a man, 
and what was more, a courtier, ſhe took 
pity on me, and calld for help; my ſer- 
vants then came running to my aſſiſtance: 


UE put me in bed, ſent for a chirurgeon, 
"Þ 4 5 bled 
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bled me, dreſd my wounds, and I in ſome 
degree recoverd my ſenſes. The next day 

they talkd of a trepan, but I ſoon got rid 


of that dread; and after lying about a 
fortnight in bed, where the prince had the 
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x goodnes to come every day to ſee me, and 
|} j contribute every thing poſſible to my cure, 
"1.18 I got abroad again. The day after this 
My: adventure the court was at its laſt gaſp. 
119 Neither the prince nor any of the courtiers 
| q j i could ſtir from their beds; ſo that the 
{| princeſs dined alone. I have | ſuffered  ſe- 
oh verely by my bruiſes, and have had: ſufli- 
61 cient, to make many moral reffeions. But 
WR I now adapt in part, the Italian proverb, 
ilk paſſaio il pericolo, gabato il ſunta: and 1 
4 ſomtimes laugh at my accident as heartily 
Wh | as other people. This day will be for a 
Wa | long time rememberd at Rheinſberg, for 
Wk f baccþanalian exploits are there very rare, 
Wo. The prince is very far from being a toper: 
i be ſacrifices only to Apollo and the Muſes; 
4 one day how wever, he _ regs mn an 
1 1285 to Mars. 18 
Wl | The 
4 
1 5 
N 


— 


L E T TER VII. 


Tho ! have my forhead till a ln 
a green bandage, I begin to make excurs 
Bens! ; yeſterday, for my amuſement, they 
carryd me to the glaſs manufactory at 
Zechlin, which is a ſhort league from 
hence. We went to it by a road that 1s 
cut thro the woods. The ſituation is charm 
ing, and they there make glaſſes, both for 
the table and furniture, in the higheſt per- 
fection; J faw among others, ſome that 
were very curiouſſy wrought and gilt. It 
is incredible to what degree of excellence 
they have carryd this manufacture. That 
of England does not come near it. They 
are now making a large glaſs with its cover, 
for the elector of Cologne, which will come 
to at leaſt a hundred guineas. wt; | 
Notyithſtanding the pleaſures I Aa en- 
joy, and the favors with which I am loaded, 
I muſt think of my return: I have already 
mentioned it to the prince, who has granted 
me his leave, on condition, he: ſaid, that I 
would familiarize ' myſelf with the roads 
W ee and Rheinſberg; and 
E 5 added, 
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| added, that he now regarded me 2 a man 


T* right which your friendſhip gives 
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that belongd to himſelf. 

IJ. am therefore preparing to depart very 
ſhortly. You will receive no more of my 
letters: this which I now ſend appears to 
me a very long one; tho I have only given 
you theſe matters in groſs, reſerving for our 
converſation the detail of what you, ſhall 
wiſh to know. May I have the happines 
to find you in perfect health at Hamburg! 
For there is no perſon in the world, Ma- 
lam, who is ſo e yours, as, &. 


T. 
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To the Chevalier von News; in London. 


„ 2 April 20, 1140 
Sn, f 


you, will not permit me to quit 


Hamburg, * informing you af it, 
(4 DIG | and 


hs _ A; «a &t 


ate 4 N N 1 * 6 * 
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and deſiring- you for the futur to direct 
your letters to Rheinſberg or Berlin. God 
knows when I ſhall again behold my native 
country! I leave it with precipitation, and 


ſhall not return to it for perhaps many 
years. Even this morning I had not the 


leaſt ſuſpicion of what has happend to me. 
was fitting quite diſengaged in my fathers 
chamber, who is confined to his bed by the 
gout; but my mind was not diſengaged. 


1 found e reſtles and hey porn and 


G 


not by any means be at elſe: My" father 
obſervd it, and aſæd me the reaſon, T told 
him that 1 had a ſecret miſgiving that 
ſomething uncommon would. happen to me 


before the day was over. He laughd at 


me and my miſgiving; you will doubtles 


do the ſame, for how ſtrange is it to talk 


to an Engliſhman and a philoſopher of 
miſgivings. But, Sir, laugh as much as 
you pleaſe, it is very certain chat my in- 
quietude continued till five in the after- 
noon, when a meſſenger arrivd from Reinſ- 
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108 LETTER X. 
berg, that brought be a letter from M. 


Jordan, with an order from the prince 


roial of Pruſſia to ſet off inſtantly, to take 
my route to Berlin, and to come to him, 
whether he were in that city, or at Ruppin, 


Potſdam, or wherever elſe he might be. 


This order makes me imagin that the 
king his father is either dead or dying. 
You know that he has been for a long time 
languiſhing, and that they have deſpaired 
of his recovery. There is nothing for me 
but inſtant obedience. They are now pre- 
paring my baggage, and I ſhall ſet off to- 
morrow by daybreak, to go I know not 
whither. You now ſee me, my dear friend, 
like one of the ancient champions at the 
entrance of a long career, that is ſurround- 
ed by precipices, and thick-ſet with thorns 
and brambles. Who can tell whether I 
ſhall not faint by the way ? or if I ſhall be 
ever able to attain the goal? ? I tremble, 
and my ſpirits Autter.: but 1 reſign myſelf 
to Providence. Tho the fortune I have 


in view is not of a eiern ſize, yet I ſhall 
not 
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not deſiſt from the purſuit: and you know 
that when we follow fortune, we WOE 
not make too many reflexions. 

If you ſee the youngeſt lady St. ——, 
I beg you will make my moſt reſpectful 
compliments, and tell her my preſent fitu- 
tion. She will not, I hope, have entirely 
forgot her partner at the balls at York and 
Wakefield. I who have never yet ſeen 
any thing ſa amiable, ſhall not fail to carry 
with me to the grave, the neee 
her charms. 2 


with your friendſhip and your correſpon - 
dence; and favor me ſoon with an anſwer. 
In the midſt of the Preparations for my 
Journey, I have only time left to aſſurg von 
of my nc Acne. Alu! 
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LETTER X. 


To my Father: 


„ 0 
-/ 
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T Should be ths moſt undutiful of ſons, 
and the moſt ungrateful of men, if I did 


not employ the firſt moments, I do not ſay 


of my leiſure, but the firſt opportunity poſ- 


ſible, to fend you what news I have. My 


Journey has been ſafe, and my health con- 
ſtantly good: I ſtrictly inquired of all the 


| poſt-maſters in my route, if they had 


any news from Berlin, and they all an- 
ſwered me with a No, that pierced my 


heart. I continued my journey till F 


came to Therberlin, were the poſt-maſter 
18 particularly attachd to the prince. I 
aſkd him in confidence, if he had any news 
of H. R. H. and were he thought he was. 
He told me that he believd the prince was 
at Rupin, and that I ſhould do well to go 
_ thither, 
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thither. I followd his advice, and as it 


was but a league diſtant, ſoon arrivd at 
that city, but was quite ſurpriſed to ſee the 
prince marching out of the gate of the 
town at the head of his regiment of grena- 


diers. I alighted and approachd his hors. 
He ſeemd quite pleasd with my arrival, 
and orderd me to enter the town, and to 
take with me M. Jordan, who wait ed for 


me at his highneſes apartments, and to go | 


with him directly to Rheinſberg. I imme- 
diately obeyd theſe orders; and when I 


was alone with M. Jordan in the carriage, - 
] inquired of him the reaſons that had in- 


duced the prince to ſend for me ſo ſud- 


denly. He told me that the king was ex- 
traordinarly ill at Potzdam, when that letter 


was ſent: that H. M. was indeed ſomthing 


better, but that he was ſtill in a ſtate that 
was in a manner deſperate, and that he 
ſuppoſed the prince was deſirous of talking 


with me, and of having me near him, in 


caſe any change ſhoud happen. When we 


came to Rheinſberg, I had the honor of 


Waiting 


þ $'} 
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waiting on the princeſs, and of dining with 
her highnes. Toward the evening the 
prince came to us. We have hitherto lived 
in great tranquility: the prince has not yet 
faid any thing particular to me, but treats 
me in the moſt gracious manner. He fre- 
quently receives letters from Potzdam, 
which make him uncommonly filent and 
penſive. As it is the time for reviewing 
the troops, we are continually paſſing be- 
tween Rheinſberg and Ruppin, where the 
Prince every morning exerciſes his. regt- 
ment; he often dines with his officers, 
writes, has a concert in the evening, and 
for the moſt part admits no one to his 

mee but M. Jordan and myſelf. 

His highneffes reſidence at Roppin, is in 
an old wooden hous; but it is charmingly 
furniſnd. There are moreover delicious 
gardens, which are formd in an old triple 
rampart that ſurrounds the city; and con- 

fiſt of alleys, walks, repoſes, and beautiful 
viſtas: and at the end of 'thefe walks, is a 
more begular garden, ornimented with 

1 Þ hedges, 
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hedges, vaſes, ſtatues, bowers; a pavilion, 
a grotto, a bath, che temple of Apollo, and 
many other embelliſhments. There we 


frequently dine, and heeajhaconſtans ſpin 
of gayety, | 
But I can have no ſolid Wa Ts: my dear 
father, whenever J reflect on what 2 
cruel gout makes you continualy ſuffer 
very happy ſhoud I be if I coud afford you 
any relief: eaſe me ſoon of my anxiety by a 
3 with a favorable account of your 
health. T'preſent/iny moſt dutiful reſpecta 
to my mother; tenderly embrace my bro 
thers and ſiſters, and ſalute all dur friends. 
J offer the moſt ardent Prayers for your re- 
covery, and hall never ceaſe to de with | 
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LETTER x1. 


7e * Marchiones von * at Paris. 


5 


Rhein Mey: 2 5. fas: 


* E e of Pena is pres of af- 
fairs of honor: why ſhould there, not 
be a ſimilar areopagus eſtabliſhd, to judge 


5 of the affairs of loye,?; It ougkt to be 


compoſed of a certain number, af heroins, 
illuftrious by. their rank. and, characters; 
and who, are grown grey, to uſe the ex 
preſſion, in the arms of gallantty, and are 
becom veoerable by the number of their 

conqueſts. This would be 4 means of em- 
ploying thoſe fair ſuperannuarys, who at 
preſent appear in a manner uſeles in ſoci- 
ety. There is a time to mix in the buſtle 
of the day, and to be covered with a noble 
duſt; and there is a time alſo to conſult 
only, on matters that relate to the camp. 

Why ee the latter e of life be loſt 
4 to 
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to three parts of the fair ſex ? 10 whatiafe 
might theſe reſpectable antiquitys ſtill be to 


the ſtate. Inſtead of conſuming their days 


in regret for the loſs of their charms; of 
envying thoſe beautys who have ſucceeded 


to their power; of criticiſing their conduct, 


and obſtructing their enjoyments; they 


might on the contrary, be employed in 


guiding them by their knowledge, in form- 


ing their plans of operation, in deciding 


their differences, in redreſſing their wrongs, 


and in doing juſtice to all contending par- 
tys. What quarrels woud be prevented? 
what lovers reconciled? and what a num- 
ber of uſeful ſubjects woud be preſervd to 


the empire of Cytherea, by ſuch an efta- 


| bliſhment. The god of marriage has his 


conſiſtorys, and why may not the god of 


; love have his alſo? There are a thouſand 
judges in the world for the caſes of conſci- 


ence that regard marryd people, but not 
one that I know of, for the caſes of con- 
ſcience that regard lovers. It ſeems to me, 
Mn chat you have at Paris, a much 

better | 


2 
* 
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* better opportunity of compoſing ſuch a 


court, than in any other part of the world. 
Try therefore, I conjure you, to · carry my 
ö plan into execution; endeavour to convoke 
5 Meidames de * * **/*) and add to them. 
x the abbeſs of *, and the Eee of 


; n, and the court will be complete. 

. 1 thall now -propofe a caſe for their "_y 
Hon: it regards myſelf. After my return 
; From London and Paris, I became ena- 
mourd, at Hamburg, af a young heireſs, 


who is handſom, wily, and I believe, pru- 
| dent. She has in return, made me, a hun- 
” dred times, proteftations of an equal at- 
| tachment, ſince I informd her of my in- 
tent ion of one day binding myſelf to her in 
; the holy bands of wedlock. This was only 
| - verbal | agreement, without writing, or 
without taking or giving the leaſt matter as 


earneſt. I found a repugnance to coming 
to a concluſion at the age of 24, and to 
_ changing a life of gayety into the dull ma- 
nufactory of poſterity. But while I was 
[rradging under the yoke of love, fortune 
oertook 


ſelf up to her. The prinee rofal of Pr ifia 
has engaged me in his ſervice; I Kk now not 


to what employ he will deſtin me, but F 


know that while I follow the court; I ſhatt® 
proceed very ſldwly;"if I drag a' wife aftet 
me. I cannot account beſide, for that anarehy- 
which the paſſions produce i in our minds; 
they ſeem to deſtroy one another. Since 
have been at Rheinſberg, and have acted the 
part of a courtier, I have ſometime pasd a 
whole day together without ever thinking of 


my fair Hambourgian: Do you call this in- 


fidelity? Am 1 for this a traitor and a per- 


jurer? It it not poſſible for an honorable 
lover to be diſſipated, dazzeld by the full 


blaze of fortune, and aided by abſence; to 
ſuffer his love to dye away by inattention/? * 
And is it not poſſible for his miſtres, on her 
part, to procure ſome conſolation; and by 
the aid of her charms, to find ſome means 


of retaliating the neglect? And is not this 


at leaſt a venal crime? Vouchſafe, Ma- 
dam, to propoſe: theſo! maeters to your 
LE | learned 
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me, Madam, from this double burden, 
and be aſſured that you will confer on me 
an eternal obligation. 


LET TER x1. 


To my F ather. 


My moſt dear Father, | 


ſeen is at laſt arrived. The king, 


ther, if I did not ſend you an account of 
the principal particulars of this great event. 
* — 3 
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learned judges. I would not for all the 
| riches of Peru, have caus to reproach. my- 
ſelf with having begun the. world, either 


with a crime or with a wife. Deliver 


end * 35 1 por 


HAT which we have fo long fore- 


Frederic William, died at Potſdam, the 31 
May, at 3 in the afternoon. I ſhoud think 
| myſelf wanting in my duty, my dear fa- 


\ 
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In the night, between, the 26 and 27 ult. 
the prince receivd a. courier that was diſ- 
patched by three perſons. who. are particuli- 
arly attachd to him, and were abqut the 
perſon of the king. They informd him 
that H. M. had pasd a very bad night, 
and that they were inſtantly in apprehen- 
ſion of his death: that it woud be expedi- 
ent for H. R. H. to be preſent at the laſt 
breath of the king his father; that he 
ſhoud make all poſſible diſpatch: till giv- 
ing his viſit, however, the appearance of 
the mere effect of attention and n , 
toward H. M. „ 4 
This news alarmd all the court. The | 
prince immediately prepared for his depar- 
ture. He orderd M. von Brand, cham- 
berlain to her majeſty, the queen- mother, 
who was come there to make his court; 
count Wartenſleben, who ſucceeds M. von 
Wolden, that died lately at Rheinſberg of 
an apoplexy, in the poſt of marſhal of the 
court; baron Knobelſdorf and myſelf, to re- 
main at Rheinſberg with the princeſs roial, 
and 
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and all tlie ladys of the chürt. Phe che- 
5 valier de Chaſòt ſet off from Rup pin, and. 

|  the'ptitice preſently followd him," Taten 
| by Me.” von Willich an d ordan. He 

i drove ſo hard that he well nigh killd a ſet 
| of his dappeld greys. When 1 took my 

legve of his highnes he made me under- 


- þ ———_ ——_—_— NY . K ” 
— 


ſtand, by ſome unfiniſhd expreſſioi ions, that 
| he” did! not expect to ſee me again but 
in quality of king. 1 mult confes to vou 
| that ſince his departure my mind has been 
| greatly agitated. God forbid that I ſhould 
1 willi the death of the meaneſt of mankind, 

| and much leſs that of a powerful monarch ! 
| reſpectable for ſo many great qualitys. But 
| you are not ignorant, my dear father, that 


all my fortune depends on the advance 
ment of the prince his ſon to the throne; 
| and befide; I had ſcarce any knowledge of 
 - the king, while I have the happines to be 
cloſely attachd to the perſon of the prince 
| 


 r6ial,” who has a thouſand amiable private | 
virtues; that make tlie hearts of all who - 
are about wu devoted to him. The late 

N king 


% 
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and violent, liable to be offended by the 
moſt innocent actions; and the firſt mo- 
tions of his wrath were ſomtimes highly 
dangerous. He had in general, no affec- 
tion either for the polite courtier or the man 
of letters. Their appearance at Rheinſ- 


berg was diſguſtful to him. He appre- 


hended that their converſation tended' to 
promote that predominant paſſion for itudy, 
which appeard in the prince: and the he 


was the father, and of a penetrative diſpo- 
ſition, he knew not the ſoul of Cæſar: he 
could not conceive that a genius which 


was capable of painting victorys was capa- 


ble of obtaining them. The long and 


grievous illnes of the late king, moreover, 
gave him frequently ſuch fits of ill temper 
as made him terrible to the muſes and their 
votarys, and ſomtimes alarmd us ſo much; 


that we ſhoud have been glad to have had 
Don! at command, to en us out .of | 
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ui was moreover of a diſpoſition haſty _ 
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tur, to ſee the epoch arrive which is is to caſe. 


they appeard tous of an intolerable length: 


In a ſituation ſo diſagrecable and dange: 
rous, that deſire, ſo natural to 


Ha- 


us of our fears, and to be the begining, of 


our fortunes, was, 1 preſume, to be par- 
dond. Perhaps we might carry our de- 


ſires ſomthing too far. Be that however 


as it may, the Whole caſtle of Rheinſberg 


attended the news from Potzdam with the 
laſt impatience; and when a hors, a mule, 
or an ox, pasd the bridge on the left of 


the garden, every head was; immediately 
turnd that way, and every one ran to the 


windows. The. princeſs, roial alone ſeemd 


unconcernd, at leaſt her exterior en. 
ance was perfectly decent. 


Five days pasd in this anxious ſtate: 


more than once it ſeemd as if ſome new 


Joſhua had ſtopd the cours of the ſun. On 
Wedneſday evening, which was the laſt 
day of May, the princeſs had a party of 


cards with three of her ladys in her cloſet. 
Two of the ladys of honor, M. von B 
Fs * e 


aa 
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and myſelf, made a party at quad rill in 
thei antichamber. About eight in the 
evening, the firſt valet de chambre to the 
r arrivd, with à letter in his hand- 

that had a large black ſeal; Which he 
ſhowd us, with a very myſlerious air; as he 
pasd our table to go to her highnes. That 
convincd tus that the- king was certainly 
dead Wer all : laid down our cards; the 
matadores: were mind; we regarded them 
with ocontempt ; M. von B gat up. 
took: his hat, and ſaid; I vill be the firſt. to 
ſalute the Princeſs as queen, and I will do it in 
an oratorical manner, and pronounse the word, 
majefty, majeſtically... We drew gradualy to- 
ward the door, which was open, while the 
princeſs. read the letter; but ſhe read at he. 


ſame time all that pasd in our minds, and 


us leave off play: we were very far from 
da able to give” any good reaſon, and 
her highnes laughd heartily at our confu- 
ſion. We were again rallyd at ſupper, and 
1 could not avoid remarking, chat if the 
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ſick king knew all that pasd, it would af- 
ford him very litle conſolation.” The ſup- 
per became quite gay, the princeſs. was in 
the moſt charming humor in the world ; 
ſhe roſe from table about midnight; and we' 
all retired to our apartments. As ſmall. 
ſilver money is more ſcarce at Rheinſberg 
than gold, I had brought a good quantity 
with me from Hamburg; and before I 
went to bed, emptyd my pockets, and had. 
placed about the value of a louis dor on 
the table, with which I intended to pay my 
gaming debts; and . 9 our _ 
wenn went quietly to reſt. 
| But I did not reſt long; for Wo two in 
melee morning, I was waked by a number of 
| | | horſes that pasd the wooden bridge on a 
1 full galop. I ſtarted up in my bed; and 
ll liſten; but as Thad nô light in my rm, 
* | and heard no noiſeinthe:caftle, I laid down 
0 | again to ſleep ; but a few minutes after, I 
93 heard the voice of Baron von Knobelſdorff, 
 - who at the ſame moment opend my door 
| haſtily, and cryd out, Riſe, Bielfeld the king 
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is no more! Millich is come courier 10 the prin- : 
'ceſ5 with the news of his death. I expresd ſome 


doubt about the certainty of the news, as 


we had been ſo often deceivd by reports, 
but he cryd, No! no! the thing is fuge and 
certain, he is dead! right dead! Fordan has 
orders to diſſełs and embalm his body; and you 
know well enough that when be is once in bis 
hands he will never come to life again. I coud 
not forbear laughing at this ſally, and deſird 


Knobelſdorff to procure me a candle that I 
might get up. He woud get one himſelf, 


but runing againſt the table in the dark; he 


'threw it down, and all my ſmall ſilver 


jingled about the chamber. When the 
light came, I jumpd out of bed and began 
to pick up my money, but he ſtopd me, 
and cryd, What are you about ? picking up 
pence as ſuch" a timo as this, when it rains 
'ducats! I continued however, to pick up 
my money, after which I ſlipd on my 
cloathes, and we went WN to find 
Baron Willich. | 


He was gone up to a „ ot” 


* garen were we ond him with Ma- 
a ee i { dam 
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4 dam yon Katſch, Mlle von Schack, and the 
young lady Bortefeldt, firſt maid of honor 
to H. R. H. Ie told us that he had loſt 
= his way in the wood, or he ſhoud have 
been at Rheinſberg by midnight; for his 
AIate majeſty expired at three in the after- 
WM noon, and the new king diſpatchd him 
= immediately after. The deceasd monarch, 
be ſaid, had died with a firmnes equaly 
| chriſtian and heroic; that he had been pre- 
paring himſelf for ſome days for the impor- 
tant paſſage ; that he had frequent confer- 
ences with the prince roial on the affairs of 
government; and with the miniſters of the 
„ gioſpel concerning the futur ſtate, and the 
dutys of a chriſtian in the laſt moments of 
this life. He told us moreover that the 
prince, on his arrival at Potzdam, was 
much ſurpriſed to find his father ſitting. in 
a rolling chair, and with the appearance 
of conſiderable ſtrength, applying him- 
ſelf to occupations that did not appear to 
be thoſe of a dying man: and that he ſuſ- 
pected his correſpondents had been over ſo- 
lieicous to egen him with the kings ap- 
| Proaching 
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N diſſolution: but that H. M. 
was highly pleasd with his ſons arrival, and 
much affected with the inſtance of regard: 
that the ſick king finding his diſorder con- 
tinually increaſing; ſhewd ſtill greater marks 
of reſignation, and of affection for his ſuc- 
ceſſor: that the laſt day, perceiving the 
near approach. of death, his majeſty made 
the old prince of Anhalt Deſſau, and cap- 
tain von Hacke, each of them, a preſent f 
a fine ſaddle hors, with ſuperb furniture: 
that he ſoon after took a tender adieu off 
his queen, the prince roial, and his other 
e and of thoſe generals and miniſ- 
ters whom he moſt reſpected. After theſe 
ö ſorrowful adieus, he entirely laid aſide all 
thoughts of human grandeur, that he might 
fix his attention on eternity; the miniſters 
of the goſpel being calld to aſſiſt the dying 
monarch, by continual prayers and exhorta- 
tions. About one in the afternoon he ſent 
. for counſellor Ellert, his firſt phyſician, and 
. aſkd him if he thought that his life and his 
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I ſufferings could continue long, and if the ; 
E Wonys of his laſt. moments woud be great. 


„ The 
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The phyſician anſwerd, Your majeſty i is al- 
ready arrived at that period; 1 feel the pulſe 
retire; it now beats below your elbow. The 
king ſaid, where will it retire at laſt ? the 
doctor replyd, 1 the heart: and in about an 
hour it will ceaſe to beat at all. On which the 
king ſaid, with perfect reſignation, Gods 
will be done. A few minutes after this, the 

queen, the Princes, and princeſſes, with- 
drew; and in a ſhort time that great mo- 

narch drew his laſt breath in the arms of 
the prince roial his ſon, The new king, 
notwithſtanding his exceſſive grief, imme- 

-diately diſpatched baron Willich to the 
princeſs roial, and M. von Boddenbrough 
to Berlin, with the news of ns e 
en. 

To this ants account M. von Willich 
added, that the new king was on the point 
| of ſetting out for his old palace at Berlin; 
and that he wiſhed her majeſty the queen, 
[| to meet him there the ſame day. 

How affecting ſoever ſuch an account as 
|| this might have been on another occaſion, 
I it touchd us now but lightly; ; becauſe the 
1 acceſſion 


LETTER XII. 129 
acceſſion of our prince to the throne, af- 
forded to our imaginations, objects that 
were ſufficient to efface every impreſſion 
of ſorrow that the loſs of ten kings coud 
poſſibly occaſion. Our only embarraſſ- 
ment was, how to announce this great news 
to the young queen, who was ſtill in a pro- 


found 'ſleep, Madam von Katſch, whoſe 
command of temper and preſence of mind, 


never forſake her; notwithſtanding her great 


joy, reſignd to Mlle Bortefeldt, the per- 
formance of this office, and inſtructed her 
in the manner of doing it. She enterd the 


queens chamber, and ſoftly drew the cur⸗- 


tains. Her majeſty waked, and aſkd her 
the reaſon of it. Mlle Bortefeldt ſaid: I 
beg your. majeſtys pardon for entering this 
morning ſooner-than uſual. vy do you call 
me majeſiy? do you dream? ſaid the queen, 


No, Madam, ſne replyd, But baron Willich is 
from Potzdam-— 


arrivd 45 a courier 
with the news that the ee yeſterday, 
Madam von Katſch who had ready a pow- 
der againſt ſudden ſurpriſe, enterd the mo- 
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ment after, gave it her majeſty, and was the 
firſt to ſalute her as queen. About Half 
an hour after, this charming queen ap- 
peeard, in a ſort of negligẽ, of black and 
RE... and of exquiſit taſte. Never ditl 
li ſhe-appear ſo engaging. Her majeſty per- 
mitted us to enter the'audience-chamber, 
and there receivd our homage. The com- 
pliments of condolence were but ſhort, but 
thoſe of felicitation were ſafficiently long, 
and by the ardor with which they were 
made, lively expresd the ſentiments of the 
hearts of thoſe who have been hitherto at- 
tachd more by zeal than intereſt, to the 
prince and princeſs roial. 
The new queen informd us, that we in- 
tended to quit Rheinſberg inſtantly, and 
go to Berlin: that ſhe would breakfaſt with 
us, and at ten, go into her coach; that We 
muſt all prepare for our depaftur; and 
that ſhe ſhoud have occaſion for eighty 
poſt horſes at each ſtage. There was fome 
difficulty in collecting, in fb ſmall a town, 


| bo great a number of horky, after the long 
and 
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and hard. winter of 1740, which had ex- 
hauſted the country of fodder, and killd 
many of the cattle; However, as each one 
was animated with joy, and with an ardor 
to ſhew their zeal to the moſt gracious and 
moſt worthy of queens, the relays were ſoon. 
bad, and by eight in the morning, alles 
ready for 'the departur of H. M. 
breakfaſt was à real and tylendid rel. 
The cooks on this occaſion exceeded 

uſual excellence. Madam von Kacſeh, feſt 
lady of the bed-chamber, drank to us, in a 
great glas, the healths of the new king and 
queen, with wiſhes that the reign of their 
majeſtys might be equaly long and proſpe- 
rous. I could not drink this health with- 
dut tears of Joy. and affection, and was 
unable to pronounce the words without 
ſtaminering; theſe imperfect expreſſions of 
the ſentiments of my heart, were found, 
however, more eloquent, than the moſt 
flowing periods. H. M. vouchſafed to aſ- 
fore us, that ſhe woud continue to all of 
us her Protection and roial munificence. 
c 8 F . M. von 


MI. von Brand led the queen to hier: ke 
the ladys followd ; and after we had ſalut- 
ed H. M. for the laſt time, at the coach 
door, ſhe departed like lightning, with all 
her train, for Berlin. M. von Knobel- 
ſtorff ſet off, by the King's order, for Potz- 
dam, to form the deſigns for the ſuperb 
funeral decorations of the church, where 
the body of the late king is to be placed 
for public view; and for the proceſſion on 
the day of interment. _ 
Thus has finiſhd the remarkable reſi· 
dence of the prince roial of Pruſſia at Rhe- 
inſpberg. And thus, after conſecrating ten 
years, in that charming retreat, ſomtimes 
to the muſes, and ſomtimes in the ſtudy of 
the art of war, and the art of government, 
he has now enterd on a theatre, where he 
may practis that knowledge which he has 
acquired, and where the whole world will 
admire thoſe talents, which have been hi- 
therto known to a ſmall. number of his ſer- 
vants only, May I be a witnes of that glory 
which attends him in his new career! 
| The 


n 
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The firſt moments of the n 


the; king to the throne, have been entirely 


| devoted to the ſtate. | He has not yet had 
time to think on me. I have therefore 
taken the opportunity to go to Ruppin, 


where I ſaw the regiment of the prince * 


roial take the oath of fidelity to their old 
commander and their new king. This was 


a new and very pleaſing ſight to me. I 
here found M. von Munſchow, and major 


Senning. We are lodged and live in H. 


M. palace, and here wait his orders. All 


the officers of the regiment, who are our 


friends, ſhew us continual favors, 1d the 


joy here is univerſal. 
We learn every hour, ſome new particu- 


lars of the death of the late king. They 
aſſure us that he formd ſome years ſince, 


the deſign of abdicating his crown, and re- 


tiring 0 the Hague. In the famous treaty 


of partition, which he made with the prince 


of Orange, for the ſucceſſion of William III. 
of England, he expreſly reſervd the palace 


at the Hague, calld the Old Court, and 
che * caſtle of Ronſlardick, It was 


* 


N 
r 
* . „ pu Moy 
— 


— 
n 7 oy” - n 3 88 X 
8 rr 88 885 . 834 — LIONS. 


he © 7 . — * — « 
— eto = —— = 4 — 
. . v 3 OP * 1 * 
-_ 
"> 


rang. ICIS Ks ee > + 
r Fn . 
n 


"xn; 2 1 RY — oat. 
5 — 
Ss, 


FTE Lag LE Aa 


134 1. E TT E XI 


mere be (propoſed un finiſh — n 
eee 2 This iden nee his 
mind toward the cloſe of his life. The day 
before his death, he ſent for M. von Pode- 
wils, miniſter for foreign affairs, to Berlin, 
and in effect, abdicated the crown, in the 
preſence of the prince of Anhalt and ſeveral 
others. He moreover orderd that miniſter 
to notify this abdication the ſame evening, 

to all the courts of Europe, and make the 
troops take the bath of fidelity. Provi- 
denee however, renderd this ſtep unneteſ- 
fary, by taking the ſick monarch. a few 
hours after, from this world, and putting 
the ſceptre into the hands of his fon; by 
the more natural way, the right of ſuccel- 
ſion. 1 thought, my dear father, that a Par- 


ticular relation of ſo intereſting an event, 
eoud not diſpleas you. May you find as 


much pleaſur in reading as 1 have had 
in writing it. J have been for theſe three 
days paſt, quite at leiſur, and coud. not 
have better employd my time, than in per- 
forming part of * * toward you. 


P. & 
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von Munſchow and me, to e 
to Charlottenbourg, a pleaſur palace - 
diſtant from Berlin, wheie 
to reſide till che inter- 


” * 
1 
# 
7 33 2 N . ' i n * * K. ; * 1 - e K * 
6 : s £ * * | : * * 1 Fr is — K * # of 1 ; * 4 


4 * ” 4 i £ 
w *. 4 PIE 


» * 4 


Fu F ; 2 3 an 6 # * K . . 8 ., f 
* ; NS. * {ep ; EY OH | ne nin 

i bes enburg, 10 20, 17492 
n 1 . * * a 7 — 29% 3 X.- 85 2 — þ 4 ” I 


dear Friend, 
HE X write. me from H: 
that you are li 
eldeſt fiſter, and that you are determind to 
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poſſibly avis x ; that you are becom the 
favourit of my father, and that you ſnhew 
him infinit attention; that you watch over 
him, and have never quitted him during 
his diſorder, and that he cannot live with- 
out your company. They ſay. beſide that 
you have abandond the muſes for love and 
friendſhip; and notwithſtanding that bril- 
liant ſucces you have had on the ſtage and 
in the cloſet, by your maſterly tranſlations 
of the Earl of Eſſex, Phædra and Hippoly- 
tus, and Brutus and Alzira, you no longer 
ſacrifice to Apollo, but have ſent your Pe- 
gaſus to. graſs. What ſtrange revolutions 
can a pair of fine eyes make in the _ 
and in the hearts. of us poor mortals !. 
give you. many thanks for your care of og 
father, and cannot but. be highly flatterd 
with having for my brother in law, a man 
of merit, d one whom I had already 
eſteemd as my friend. But ſtill try how- 
ever, to make your. paſſion coincide with 
your reaſon, and do not let Hymen divorce 
* Sram)! the learned . wi 
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My faber has ſhewn you, t doubt, 
the long epiſtle I wrote him a few days 
ſince, which contains fome anecdotes rela- 
tive to the kings acceſſion to the throne. 
And as I know that he has an exceſſive pa- 
ternal ſolicitude for every thing that con- 
cerns me; that he is very fond of news; 3 
and that the nights of a gouty man are of 
an inſufferable length; I here ſend you a 
detail of all that has happend to me, and 
of all that has pasd within my ſight, ſince 
the 4th of June, which makes the conti- 
nuation of my former account, and the 
reading of which may amuſe my father, 
and furniſh you with ſome topics of con- 
verſation. 

I arrivd at Charlottenburg i in the night, 
been the 4 and 5. The king and all who 
lodge in the caſtle, were buried in a pro- 
found ſleep; I found all the inns, and even 
the alehouſes, ſo filld with ftrangers of 
both ſexes, and of every age and condition, 

that I had great difficulty in finding a bad 
chamber, or rather a mere ſhelter againſt 
. FRE WL, 
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the unwholſom air, without a bed, or even 
1 furniture. The late king, who 
had a kind of averſion for all that came 
from Frederic I. and coud not bear the 
air of niagnificence which that prince im- 
presd on all his eſtabliſhments, had teſti- 
fyd, during the 27 years. of his reign, a 

ſtrong antipathy to Charlottenburg. The 
fituation notwithſtanding, on the borders of 
the Spree, is charming, the caſtle is large 
and ſtately, the gardens are very extenſive, 
and diſpoſed in a taſte of elegance and mag- 


| nificence and the town, tho not encloſed, 


is handſomly built. They even ſay that 
the late king had a deſign to reduce this 
town to a mere village, and to deſtroy the 

noble park which reaches from here to the 


gates of Berlin. A country that is in diſ- 


grace with its ſovereign reſembles the Hy- 
perborean regions; where the ſun cannot 


dart his rays, where natur languiſhes, be- 
coms frozen and i inanimate. Such was the 
tate of Charlottenburg. The look of mi- 
ſery was ſtampd on all its inhabitants. The 


houſes | 
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bouſes that ſhould have afforded entertain 
ment, were totally unprovided, when the 
new king eame ſo ſuddenly there to eſta- 
l bliſh his reſidence, The great and litle 
people who came from every quarter to ſee 
Aa monarch that had been their Joy-and'their | 
hope, while he was prince roial ; preſently | 
conſumed all the proviſions of the place, fo 
that there was not a morſel of black bread, 
nor a drop of bad beer, to be had for 
money. M. von M and myſelif. 
were therefore obliged to refreſh.ourſelves 
from the. fatigue of our journey, by a large 1 
glaſs of water, and log of wood, on which | 
ve doſed away the remainder of the night, | 
I now found for the firſt time, that a coun-ꝛ 
tier muſt clime per dura ad aftra: and even ö 
by that road it is but rare that he gets to bi 
his journeys end. In the morning I charigg- | 
ed my dres, and ran to the «caſtle, ant. 
made my arrival known to the king, as 
ſoon as J heard he was up. Tſaw H. M. - 1 
firſt in the chamber of M. von Kaiſerling. 
where he took the waters. He appeard | 
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quite dejected: 1 made him a ſhort com- 
pliment on his acceſſion to the throne, 
which he vouchſafed to receive gracioufly: 

but ſaid to me, with tears in his eyes, You 
dont know what I have loſt in loſing my father. 
Tanſwerd, It is true, Sire But I know very 

well, what you bave got, in getting a kingdom; 
your oſs is great, but your "motives for conſo- 
lation are very powerful. The king ſmiled, 
and the "converſation changed; but I ob- 
ſervd in the midſt of all the ſplendor of 

Toialty, and the numberles occupations that 
attend the begining of a reign, that the 
ſenſible mind of the king is not able to di- 
veſt itſelf of grief; that natur exerciſea her 
authority; and that the 1 me is 
Auen, genuine. HEE 

But if the king be rel, hie courtiers, 

* ip officers and ſubjects, are in a manner 
diſtracted with joy. I have already told you 
that there is here every day ſo great a con- 
cours of people, that there is no paſſing 
the ng 88 without Ware of 10 
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presd to death. Whenever the king ap KR 
pears there in an inceſſant acclamation. 
Baron K is at the head of all theſe us 
| 


joyous bed His apartments are never N 
empty: all his doors are markd with the = 
title of Ceſarion, which the king has given "= | 

him, and of which- he ſeems to me to make 
a dangerous uſe. He receives 5 letters of 
felicitation and buſines in a day, and em 
ploys ſeveral ſecretaries in writing anſwers, „ 
Imbrued with the waters of Hypocrene, | 1 
they flow from the end of his pen in a tor-= | 

tent of vers, which however does not al- | 
ways appear to be genuine. He receives 

every day. ſome litle preſent from the kin, 
which has the ſame effect on his mind, as 
great benefactions have on thoſe of others. 
He runs about the garden and every part FR 
of the ene with à litle amber flagelet at 1 
his buttonhole; he plays upon his baſ. 
viol, 65 ſings, he laughs, he jokes and ral - 
ys. I was fearful from the beginning, .- - 
chat fo violent an agitation would affect his Mi 
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head, and ſo it has happend. He was 
ſeizd, yelterday with, a violent feyer, which 
cqnfines.; him to his bed. His ſecretarys 
are diſmisd; M. Jordan has drawn up a 
form, which ſerves as a general anſwer to 
all his letters; and we well hope that tran- 
quility will ſoon be, reſtored ta the mind, 
and co ee * cha amirhie Cela | 
rien. F <Yal 

1 am very well convinced of Ae | 
of thoſe, who rejoice- in this great vent: 
chat it proceeds from a real attachment to 
their ne maſter: but I have not a very 
great opinion af che underſtanding of thoſe, 
who imagin that the king will exhauſt his 
treaſuxes to fill their pockets: that it will 
ſhortly rain gold, and that they qhall have 
nothing, more to do, but ſtoop and pick it 
up. They who expect that the king will 
ſuddenly make their fortunes, and they 
Who fear that he will do them much harm, 
are. perhaps equaly miſtaken; ſo that the 
* the Ran of this wiſe mo- 


narch 


—— ——— — — 
pp rr — 
7 : 


— — — 
— — —— == — === 
— ——— SI I — — we — — 
— . — == IE. — = —- 
| . . ICE er SIT —_— — « 
1 — — — ba 
< _ - - 2 — — — — 
—— — — 0 Ew — - =IT — = = - - 
" ; 6 — — — — — — = — — 
— — — — - Ire ey — 2 
— — — — 
£6 —— — * — = 


— — _ —_ — — — — 
— N - ” : — — = — — — — _ — 2 a a — — — — * 
n : - - _ —. 5 — >= 0 — : 5 — — - . — 
—— 2 — 8 - — — - £ — 2 
— CE — 8 - — — DEED 2 Bk 
— 2 . — — — —— — X - po mn — - — — 1 — — — — —— - 
R < 1 — — x 9 ” - — - - — 5 — =» — ; — - = — N * 
1 F — — o — * — * my — —— — - - - oy — = — — - « 
—T— Le ² ˙ —— e————_ — 3 - by a — . > 4m. — 5 - = —— — 5 * 
— my — no 2 — - x — - - 
2 9 - x ett — — . 
. e 
- * . . 4 1 9 
4 : 
x 1 , 
* * 
- 8 | 
* 
- / U 
* 
. * q 
” 
+ ” 


— 
— 


— 
—— — 


—— — —.— 
K - 
a -, 
f 0 * 


— 


— — . — — — — — 
— @- — SI SD . ˙ A AA — — r 
2 * 3 —— — * _ 


— 69 Lu 
i 


ani to the throne. taken in eerh ſept! 
may be properly;calld, be den of db. 

I have here not only becom acquainte 
with che miniſters of ſtate, and the generals 
of the army, but have alſo been preſented, 
to, prince; William, the kings brother, an 
now the preſumptive heir to the cron 
to the markgrqve von Schwedt, ton the 
markgraves Henry and Charles, to: the 
duke of Holſtein Beck, and to divers other 
perſons of illuſtrious rank. Printe Wil- 
liam is one of the fineſt figures that I have 
ever ſeen; he is tall, and rr e 
perfectly well proportioned. 
brown; he has large blue orightly: eyes 


and all his features are extremely pleaſing. 


Tho he does not expres himſelf remarkably 
well, yet one may diſcover in all he ſays, 
traces of genius: but his education appears 
to have been much neglected; and he has 
a timid and embarrasd air, which | bend 
very far from making a e Wee 
on wann interview. - 8 5 
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The king every day beſtows ſome freſh 
mark of his munificence on his ſubjects in 
general, and- his ſervants. in particular. 
The long and hard winter having exhauſt- 
ed all the private grainarys, H. M. on the 
ſocond day of his reign, opend all his ſtore- 
houſes; the corn was diſtributed: to the 
Poor at a very moderate price, and want 
and miſery were immediately baniſhd from 
among his people. There paſſes no day 
in which he does not beſtow ſome magnifi- 
cent favor, or make ſome conſiderable pro- 
motion, either civil or military. I forbear 
to mention particulars, becauſe you will 
ſiee them in the gazetts. Our common 
friend count Trouchſes, has obtaind the 
fine regiment of count AR Womens is 
in garriſon at Berlin. 
The king has publicly declared himſelf a a 
Freemaſon, and a few days ſince H. M. 
held a very illuſtrious lodge, I made the 
_ neceſſary preparations, and acted as princi- 
pal overſeer; the king himſelf being in 
. chair. The — of all the court 
was 


\ 
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was very ſtrongly excited. We receivd 
their highneſes prince William, the mark- 


grave-Charles, 'and the duke of Holſtein, 


who were all highly charmd with Oy a 
mitted of our order, 


They are very buſy in e the neceſ | 


ſary diſpoſitions for the interment of the 
late king, which will be performd in about 
a fortnight, at Potzdam, with great pomp 


and folemnity. A Lutheran ' miniſter of 


Berlin, named Baumgarten, a man of learn- 
ing, and .a great poet, is appointed to 
compoſe an elegy, or funeral cantata, in 


Latin; which M. Graun, maſter of the cha- 
pel, is to ſet to muſic, and as H. M. is not 


yet provided with proper voices, he has 
prayd the king of Poland to lend him 
three of his beſt Italian ſingers. The 
court of Dreſden has on this occaſion, 


found great pleaſur in obliging that of 
Pruſſia, and has ſent the Ss. Annibali, 


Amarevoli, and Monticelli, to whom was 
given, before they ſet out, very decent 
Vor. III. 1 mourn- 


#£'F 500 
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| mourning dreſſes, and money, not only for 
their journey, but to defray all their ex- 


pences during their ſtay at Berlin. The 
king appears highly ſenſible of this atten- 


tion, and invites theſe virtuoſos to his even- 


ing concert, where they ſing and hear with 
admiration, H. M. performs on the flute. 

It is impoſſible to give you a juſt idea of 
the concours there is at Charlottenberg and 
Berlin, where the king ſomtimes goes; of 
foreign miniſters who come to compliment 


H. M. of people of diſtinction, and ad- 


venturers who arrive from every quarter. 


Theſe laſt ſeem to think that the king has 


mounted the throne merely to make their 
fortunes, and that his court will be the 
theatre on which they ſhall hereafter ſhine, 
if not as principal actors, at leaſt as figur 
dancers. 
H. M. will ſend three ſolemn amen 
to the emperor, the kings of France and 
Great Britain. Colonel von Monchow is 
named for that of ne, n von 
Cammas 
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Cammas for Verſailles, and count Trouch- 


ſes, for Hannover, where H. Britannic M. 


arrived a few. days ſince. Each of theſe mi- 
niſters will have two or three gentlemen of 
the embaſſy, a oper of legation, two 

merou s livery, and a ſtately 
equipage, T be king told me the other 
day, wich great goodnes, that he intended 
me for foreign affairs, and that it was his 
deſign to rais me in that rank, but that his 
buſines required experience and a regular 
routine; for which reaſon he had fixed on 
me to accompany count Trouchſes to 


Hannover; that the journey woud not take 
up much time, and that he woud advance 


me on my return. I confes this beginning 


is rather low, but as the ſtation of a mere 


courtier has ſotnthing in it to me altogether 
frivolous, I accepted this offer with the 
moſt reſpectful ſubmiſſion, and the next day 
H. M. ſent me to Berlin, to take the oath of 
fidelity, in the prefence of his Ex. M. von 
Thulemeyer, miniſter of ſtate for foreign 


' G2 affairs. | 


— 


We 


. 8 LETTER XIII. 
affairs. H. M. has given me at the ſame 
time, a ſuit of deep mourning, another for 
my valet de chambre, two liverys for my 
lacqueys, and a mourning coach. Count 
Trouchſes will receive his inſtructions forth - 
with, and we ſhall ſet off together, imme- 
diately after the interment. 

In the midſt of the preparatives for my 
journey, and the informations which his 
Ex. M. von Thulemeyer has the goodnes to 
give me every time I go to Berlin, I parti- 
cipate of the tranquil pleaſurs of Charlot- 
tenburg, I take luxurious walks in its fine 
gardens, and aſſiſt almoſt every night at 
the concert. J alſo read, by way of amuſe- 
ment, thoſe pieces of poetry with which the 
king has been peſterd ever ſince the firſt 
day” of his reign. They arrive by cart 
loads ; it may be truly ſaid that the poets 
ſurround his throne like a ſwarm of bees; 
but, my dear friend, the greateſt part are 
in fa& no better than miſerable drones, that 


are ane of an the leaſt . 


> 
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by their ſting : : ina fit of ill humor they put | 
me the other day, I wrote theſe lines; I 


God ſave the Lid” from 1 the Poets dull 
vers, : 
And the tedious declaimers dull proſe; 
All enemys els.he ſoon will diſpers, 
If once he gets rid but of thoſe. 


Among all 'the poetry made on this oc- 
caſion, that J have ſeen, there is only one 
piece that pleaſes me, which is that which 
M. Voltaire ſent to H. M. It conſiſts of 
regular ſtanzas, and begins wich theſe 
lines; 

En fin voici le jour le * beau de ma 
vie, | 

Que le monde Glogs & que vous ſeul 
craigniẽs, ä 

Lei Jour od la terre eſt par vous embellie, 

Le jour ou vous regnes, dec. Wet 


Bebold, i at length, the faireſt day of my life, 
whi <h ihe world * for, and which you 
8 3 alone | 
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alone card; the day on which you embelliſh the 


earth ; the diy on which you reign, & & "A 


i can e only this ſtanza, but] 
Sl the author will ſoon publiſh it, and 


adorn his works with it. 


I ſhall take care to ſend you a deſerip- 


tion of the funeral of the late king, as ſoon 


as that ceremony is over. This ſeems 


quite enough for the preſent, 


LETTER. 


To the ſame. 


Charlatenburg Jun 30, 17 40. 


M is; dear Friend, 


Come from beholding the end of all 
human grandeur : : a monarch on whom 
but a ſhort time paſt, the fate of millions 
depended, laid in the ſilent grave, How 


mortifying is ſuch a ſight to human vani- 
ty l and how proper to make us reflect on 


the infignificance of life, and all i its wretch- 
ed pomp !- 
On Wedneſday laſt, all the preparations 


for the funeral parade being ready, the 


king departed, after dinner, with all his at- 
tendants, for Potzdam. The marſhal of 
the court had forgot to aſſign me a place 
in the train; and as I was curious to ſee fo 
remarkable a ceremony, I found myſelf 


G 4. greatly | 
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152 LETTER XIV. 
greatly embarraſſed, and the more as there 
was neither coach nor hors to be had for 
money. I was ſtanding in the court before 
the palace, and not knowing what to do, 
when the king paſd by me to go to his 
his coach. He was ſurpriſd to ſee me, and 
aſkd why I was not gone. I told him the 
reaſon in two words, and expreſd at the 
ſame time my concern in very ſtrong terms. 
He ſmiled; and perceiving count Trufches 
and colonel Walrave, who were going to 
their carriage, he ordered them to take me 
in. Their chaiſe unluckily was for two 
perſons only, ſo that I forced to fit all the 
way on the knees of theſe gentlemen; how- 
ever as we had but nine miles to go, we got 
ſoon,and pleaſantly there. But when I ar- 
r.ved at Potzdam, I found that I had ſuffer- 


ed a misfortune far greater than what I had 


jjuſt overcome, and one that was irreparable. 
WMWee ſet off fo haſtily that my ſervant had 
not time properly to ſecure my portman- 
teau, ſo that it got looſe, and was loſt by 
the way. Now this portmanteau containd 
| 4 5 not 


* 


trements for my mourning. My lot here 


was far more deplorable than that of the 


marquis de Grammont, who loſt his fine 
embroidered ſuit on the floating ſands of 
Calais; for any ſine coat may do to go to 
a ball, whereas without a black coat it is 


impoſſible ta be preſent at the funeral pro- 


ceſſion of a king. I diſpatchd meſſengers 
every way in queſt of my poor trunk, with- 
out which I was like a monk without his 


fröck; but all my inquirys were bootles, | 


and I was forced to give up all thoughts of 
walking in the proceſſion, and to content 
myſelf with ſeeing it paſs by, in a gallery 
that was erected. near the church, for the 
principal ſpectators. As I could get no 
other mourning than a blue ſurtout with 
black buttons, I did not dare ſuffer myſelf 
to be ſeen, and conſequently could not 


poſſibly obſerve all that pasd: and as I dont 


love to relate what I have not myſelf ſeen, 


I can give you but an imperfect deſcription 


of this funeral: the gazetts however, will 


3 5 3 TY. 
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not only my black coat, but all the accou- 5 
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ſupply what is deficient; and perhaps baron 
Pollnitz, who- officiated as maſter of the ce- 
remonys, and regulated all the diſpoſitions, 
with the kings approbation, will himſelf 


publiſh a complete account, 
'When I mention this courtier, ſo ads: 


' brated for his travels, his memoirs and other 


works, I cannot diſpens with: myſelf, from 
doing him the juſtice to ſay, that he is a 
man of great diſcernment, who having 


pasd his youth in the court of Frederic I. 


and ſince frequented moſt of the courts of 

Europe, has profited by their various. ac- 
compliſhments, manners, and Politenes. As. 
there was not ſufficient room in the caſtle 


of Potzdam, for all the kings train, he of- 


ferd count Frouchſes and me, an apart- 
ment in his hous, of which we gratefully 
accepted. When the count had changed 


his. dres, and I my linen, for T had nothing 


but my blue great coat, we went together 
to the caſtle, to ſee the ſtate bed of the late 


king. We found all the antichambers 
hung with black, and ornamented with 


large 


/ 


large branches of maſſy filver, and Wax 


candles. The hall itſelf was lined with 


purple velvet, and adornd with ſconces of 


ſilver gilt. At the upper end of the hall 


was raisd an eſtrade of three ſteps, coverd 


with purple velvet, on which was placed 
the kings coffin, coverd with the ſame vel- 
vet, and adornd with gold lace, and orna- 
ments of bronz richly gilt. The ſword, 

the gloves, the gorget, the ſpurs, and 
other military enfigns, which his majeſty 
was accuſtomd to wear, were laid upon the 


coffin; and it was ſurrounded by twelve 


high candleſticks of ſilver gilt, with large 
wax tapers; between theſe were placed 
ſtools, coverd likewiſe with purple velvet, 
laced and fringd with gold; on which were 
placed the crown, the ſceptre, the globe, 

the ſword, and all the other regatia. Each 


of theſe were of maſſy gold, richly orna- + 


mented with large brilliants and other 
jewels : before each ſtool there ſtood 
either a lieutenant-general or miniſter of 
Rate 5 and at the head of the coſfin ſtood. 

6 mareſchal 
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mareſchal Schwerin, holding the great ban- 
ner of the kingdom. Over the eſtrade, 
there hung a large canopy of purple velvet, 
ornamented with. broad lace and fringe of 
gold, and lined with a ſilver ſtuff. "The 
The arms of Pruſſia. were there embroiderd 
ia relief, In a word,.every part of the hall 
was adornd with all the taſte and magnifi- 
cence that it was poſſible to introduce = 

uch an occaſion. | 
After having attentively conſiderd this 
mournful pomp,, 1 returnd to baron Poll- 
nitz, where I found a. company. of. thirty 
gentlemen and ladys of. Berlin, and of the 
firſt quality, who were come to Potzdam 
to ſee the funeral ceremony, and whom our 
hoſt had invited to ſupper. We preſently 
fat down to table, and the ſupper was 
ſplendid and decently gay. I was placed 
next Madam von A“, the daughter of 
lieutenant-general count SX. ] ſcarce 
ever ſaw a more amiable lady. She is tall 
and finely made. There reigns in all her 
features, in her figur and her mien, a cer- 
_ 7 
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tain natural elegance of which it is impoſ- 


fible for any one that has not ſeen her, to | 


form an idea; the charms ef which are 


more attractive than the moſt regular beau- 


ty; and an air of blooming youth, renders 


her completely captivating: it is for theſe 


reaſons that we find her portrait at court, 


and in all the principal houſes of the city. 


She has a world of wit and many accompliſh- 
ments. The tone of her converſation, the 
ſuavity of her temper, her graceful trifling, 
and polite manners, all declare her noble 
birth. M. von A—— her huſband, is; in 
every ſens, worthy to Nen a lady of 10 
finiſhd a character. ü 
Supper being over I went to bed, quite 
contented with what I had ſeen, but quite 
afflicted with the loſs of my portmanteau. 


The next morning all the bells of the 


town gave notice to thoſe who were to at- 
tend the proceſſion, to repair to the caſtle, 


and take on them their functions, concern- 


ing which they had been informd the 


day before, by a * inſtruction from 


baron 
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baron Pollnitz. The drums at the ſame 
time beat the general, all the garriſon aſſem- 


| bled, and were ranged in two ranks, from 


the gate of the caſtle to the church door. 
The proceſſion began about eleven. A de- 
tachment of the late kings regiment came 


firſt; then came all the domeſtics of that 


monatch in deep mourning; grooms, coach- 
men, footmen, hunters, valet de chambres, 
and pages. Theſe were followd by the de- 
putys of the tribunals of juſtice, the cham- 
bers of finances, and of all the courts, as 
well of the provinces as the city, Next 
came the deputys of the grand directory, 
and then the miniſters of ſtate of all the 


departments; and theſe were followd by 
the great officers of the crown, each of 


whom. bore, on a cuſheon of purple velvet 
laced and fringed with gold, one of the en- 
ſigns of royalty; count Schwerin, in qua- 
lity of hereditary great chamberlain, bore 
the ſcepter; and in like manner the reſt. 


All the counſellors, miniſters, generals, and 


great officers, were folloud each one by his 
domeſtics. 


— 
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Fe TIT in ſtate liverys, which akogeriny 
compoſed an immens train, and afforded a 
ſaperb fight. At laſt came the funeral cha- 
riot, drawn by eight horſes with long Wet 
coverings. _ 
The coffin was uncoverd. The canopy 
was ſupported by twelve major- generals, and 
the four ends, with their toſſels, by four 
lieutenant- generals. Immediately after the 
chariot came mareſchal Schwerin, bearing the 
great banner, and ſupported by twogenerals. 
Behind this banner, at ſome diſtance, walkd. 
the king, ſupported. by the old reigning 
prince of Anhalt Deſſau, and the duke of 
Holſtein Beck, both mareſchals. His ma- 
jeſty was followd by at leaſt five hundred 
officers, generals, and others, who alk 
marchd in ranks, and kept their lines like 
ſoldiers. The diverlity of their uniforms, 
and the great number of theſe officers, alk 
of noble familys, afforded the moſt grand 
and brilliant fight I have ever ſeen. After 
the officers came the prince of Pruſſia, 


ſupported by the hereditary prince Leopold, 
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of Anhalt and the prince of Zerbſt: then 
came prince Henry, the kings ſecond bro- 


ther, ſupported by prince Thierry of An- 
halt, and the young prince of Holſtein: 
and then prince Ferdinand, the kings 


youngeſt brother, ſupported by the princes 
Eugene and Maurice of Anhault; and 
laſtly, the markgraves von Schwedt, Hen- 


ry, C harles, and William, as princes of the 


blood, ſupported by lieutenant-generals, 
All the princes and noblemen were in the 
deepeſt mourning, with trailing cloaks and 
long crapes in their hats. Each of them 


was attended by their livery ſervants. The 


ether generals followd after, two and two, 


1 and a ſecond detachment of the. late kings 
regiment, cloſed the train... 


As the proceſſion pasd, the foldiers pre- 
ſented: their arms, the drums beat the ge- 


neral, and the officers faluted with their 


eſpontons and. their colors. When the ſtate 


Chariot arrivd at the door of the church, 


twelve enſigns, all of noble familys, aſſiſted 


. by the four lieutenant-generals,. and twelve 


m _ 


LETTER: MY, yer 
| major-generals, who had ſupported the ca- 
nopy: took the coffin down from the cha- 
riot and bore it to the cataſalque, that is a 
kind of ſtage conſtructed before the altar 
for repoſing the coffin during the funeral 
rites; that which was erected on the pre- 
ſent occafion and defignd by M. Knobel- 
ſtorff, was a maſterpiece of architecture, 
both in the invention and execution. 
It was coverd with a dome ſupported 
by pillars of the doric order, which were 
ſurrounded by ſtatues of white marble, with 
vaſes and weeping genii; and the whole 
was intermixd with branches of cypres 
and chandeliers ' with large wax lights. 
Every part of 'the church was hung with 
- mourning, and illuminated with cryſtal 
lamps, which were placed on the architec- 
ture of the choir and altar, in ſuch manner 
that the cornice, the pilaſters, the windows, 
and the pillars, were markd be the Lo one 
tion of the lights. 
When the king, and all who had aſiſted 
in the proceſſion, were ſeated on the forms 
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and in the gallerys, they began to ling the 
canticles, which the late king had himſelf 
appointed for this occaſion; after which the 
funeral cantata that I have already mentiond 
was performd ; and which I do aſſure you 
is highly excellent, as well in the poetry as 
in the muſic; there runs throughout i it, a 
pathetic that melts, ſeizes, and tranſports 
the ſoul. The cantata being. over, another 
funeral ranticle was ſung; during which 
the generals and enſigns depoſited the coffin 
in the vault: and at that inſtant the cannon 
planted in the garden of the palace were 
fired, and the ſoldiers gave a general diſ- 
charge. As the king came out of the 
church, the cannon and ſmall arms were 
fired a ſecond time; and a third diſcharge 
was made, when H. M. had enterd his 
appartment. . 

At noon there were Foveral magnificent 
tatiles ſpread in the caſtle, for all thoſe who 
had aſſiſted at the funeral, and two tuns of 
old Rheniſh wine were broachd, which the 
late king had expreſly directed by his will 

1 | 7 


* 


to be F out at bis ae The king Le 
dined alone in his chamber, and departed Ji 
at five in the afternoon for Charlottenburg, 1 
were all the court followd him. 
The next day the great and famous re- 
giment of Frederic William was diſbanded 
at Potzdam. The king has picked ſome 
of the fineſt men to incorporate with his 
regiment of Ruppin, which now bears the 
name of guards, and H. M. has augment- 
ed it to three battalions. The men who 
are the talleſt and the leaſt well made, are 
ſet apart to form a battalion, which is to be 
commanded by general Einſiedel, and 
which is to remain in garriſon at Potzdam, 


and conſtantly to preſerve the fame uni- : 

form, arms, and exercife, as the regi- 1 
ment of the late king. Twelve ſubaltern 
officers, all men of extraordinary ſtature/, 


have been choſen to ſerve in the kings 
livery as heyducks. Theſe giants, clothed 
in caftans, a ſort of Turkiſh robe, and 
having on their heads high caps with plumes 


of feathers, reſemble walking-coloſſes. The. - 
reſt 
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reſt of this great regiment, will be incor- 
porated with the five regiments of infantry, 
each of two battalions, which H. M. is 
now raiſing, and which they ſay are deſtind 
for prince Henry, prince Ferdinand, and 
the generals Munſchow, Cammas, and Per- 
ſode. It is affirmd that the late king 
proved to his ſon, by an exa calculation, 
a ſhort time before his death, that H. M. 

might maintain ten thouſand more men, 
and a ſuperb opera at Berlin, for the ex- 
pence that his tall regiment of Fotzdam 
had alone coſt him. 

In all that the king has hitherto done, 
there manifeſtly appears great marks of 
genius, taſte, prudence, and humanity, 1 
expect tomorrow to take my leave of H. 
M. in order to return to Berlin, where 1 
ſhall: make the laſt preparations for my 
journey, and in a few days ſet off for Han- 
nover, from whence I expect ſoon to have 


|" "me preaſur of writing to you. 
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To the Privy Counſeller Jordan, at 


Berlin. 


by 0 , i ' 


| Honor, July 9, A: 


SIR, 


ſpectable people at Berlin are an- 
gry at my ſilence, you flatter my vanity ; 
as it is a proof that J am not totaly indif- 
ferent to them, and you can ſcarce i imagin 
how much deſire I have to make friends in 
a land that I muſt hereafter regard as my 


country; and where I am a ſtranger, with- 


out ſupport, and in a manner without any 


connexion. I ſhoud have made many faux 


pas, had I not met with guides like you, of 
a ſound underſtanding, and a heart void of 


jealouſy. I am teady to follow your ad- 


vice, and ſhall write to all thoſe you: have 


mend and winch I ſhoud have already 
| wo _ done 


HEN you tell me that many re- 
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done, if the kings affairs woud have allow- 


ed me leiſure. I ſuppoſed beſide that it 
will be proper to give them ſome account 
of my journey, and manner of living in 
Hannover: but Sir, I am as ſatiated with 
accounts as the ſecretary of- the imperial 
embaſly was, the other day with deciphering. 
He had been employd all the laſt week, day 
and night, in deciphering diſpatches : on 
Sunday, M. Munchhauſen gave a grand mi- 
niſterial dinner, to which the envoy and the 
ſecretary of legation of the imperial court 
were invited. The deſert was ſuperb, and 
the principal piece repreſented a triumphal 
arch with the kings cipher: when that 
Piece was placed on the table, it was ad- 
mird by all the company; but the poor 
ſecretary hearing them talk about ciphers, 
and having his head full of his paſt labors, 
quitted the table and left the hous, aſking 
as he went, what ciphers they were that re- 
quired deciphering? The word Account 
woud have, I believe, the ſame effect on 
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me; tho in general I have neither dread ; 


nor averſion for buſines. 

Our journey from Berlin to Hannover 
was pleaſant, and my health has been con- 
ſtantly good: nothing occurd in our rout: 
worthy of remark, except that when we ar- 
rivd at Spandau, we found near a fourth 


part of the town on fire; the flames had 
reachd the principal church, melted the 


bells, and the metal ran about the ſtreet. 
The hous of general von Derſchau, where 
we ſtopd, was but litle diſtant; but not- 


withſtanding the confuſion he receivd us 


very politely, and gave us a collation, wWith 


plenty of Champagne; and while the juice 


of the grape flowd at the governors, the 
ſoldiers by the aid of water, extinguiſhd 
the flames; and we purſued our journey. 


I have lately ſent baron Pollnitz a ſhort 


account of the reception we have had at 
Hannover, and of our manner of living 


here: and I doubt not but” he will ſhew 


you my letter. I ſhall therefore content my+ 
ſelf with telling you, my dear friend, that 


WE 
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we go regularly twice a day, to Herenhau- 
ſen, to make our court. As I ſeldom play, 
profit by the fine weather, and walk after 
dinner in the pleaſant alleys of the garden, 
or I ſeat myſelf in ſome retird bower, and 
am ſeldom without a book; for I find that 
an excellent antidote againſt the inſipidity 
of a court. I follow your advice, and in- 
tend to make a regular ſtudy of the ancient 
poets, orators, and hiſtorians, in order to 


form my taſte, I began with Homer, and 


have gone through both the Iliad and the 
Odyſſey. As, like Henrietta in the Fem- 
mes Savantes, I dont underſtand Greek, 
I make uſe of the French tranſlation of 
Madam Dacier. Pardon, my dear friend, 
the raſh declaration I am going to make, 


but J muſt confes that it was with great 
' conſtraint that I went through with the 


reading of your Homer. Perhaps this is 


blaſphemy againſt Apollo; but why did 
not that god beſtow on me his influence? 


why did he not animate my imagination, 
that I might diſcern all the beauties of this 
father 


miration of ſo great a number of the lite- 


rati for near three thouſand years? I am 


very far from wiſhing to revive the diſpute 
concerning the excellency of the ancients 
or moderns, nor ſhall I here repeat what 


M. de la Motte. has ſo Jjudiciouſly remarkd 
in his reflexions on criticiſm, where he 


maintains the part of the moderns againſt 
Mad. Dacier, who is the champion of the 
ancients. One of our friends ſays, that in this 
diſpute Mad. Dacier argues like a duſiy pedant, 
and M. de la Motte like a ſprightly amiable 
woman. But it ſeems to me that this man 
of genius has not ſaid all that might have 


been ſaid, and that is allowable for a daring 5 


young fellow like myſelf, whoſe opinion is 


of no authority, to add what he has omit- 
ted. At the worſt, you will ſuppoſe that 
it is my ignorance which makes me com- 


municate theſe doubts. and errors, that I 


may receive from your learning and dif- 
cernment, better information. I am un- 


der no apprehenſion that you will apoſtro- 
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: father of epic poetry, who has been the ad- 
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| | pPhy me, as Boileau did Perrault on the 
i tame ſubject, in the following 8 


ö Pour quelque vain diſcours fotrement a a- 
. vance, 
| Contre Homere, Platon cer ou Vir- 
iff „ 
; Caligula partout fut traité £ Ginfenſs, 
1 Neœron de furieux; ; Hadrien Timbecile. 
[ 1 Vous donc, qui dans la meme erreur, | 
1 Avec plus d'ignorance, & non moins de 
fureur, 
Attaque ces heros de la Grece & fe 
Rome: L 
Perrault, fuſſiẽs vous empereur, 
Comment voules vous qu'on vous nom- 
me ? 


ch 
W nnn 
6 


1 F for ſome filly remarks idly advanced 
ll  Zagainſt Homer, Plato, Cicero, or Virgil; Ca- 
i" ligula was every where treated as a fot, Nero 
as a madman, and Adrian as an ideot ; you 
5 therefore, who in the ſame error attack theſe 

eros 
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beros of Greece and Rome, with more igno- 
rance and not leſs rage: Perrault, 2 you were 
n what fins we * you? + ; 


You are 3 too 5 and too po- 
lite, to talk in ſo dictatorial and ſo groſe a 
ſtyle. On the contrary, I am inclined to 
think that you will read the following re- 
marks with ſome indulgence. | 


I ſhall ſet off with advancing no mall 


paradox. I begin to think, that a man of 
ſens who does not underſtand Greek, will make 


a truer judgment of Homer, than a ſcholar 
ks has made à painful ftudy of that language. 


In our early youth, every thing that ſtrikes 
the imagination, and produces our firſt 


ideas, by attracting our regard, or de- 


manding a cloſe application, impreſſes on 
our minds, even to the verge of life, a 
conſtant and unavoidable admiration. Thus 
during the whole cours of life, we reflect 
on the ſimple ſayings of our nurſes, and re- 


gard our maſters and profeſſors as almoſt 
infallible ; and from the ſame caus, we are 
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conſtant in the prejudices of our education, 
and doubtles from hence alſo ariſes the ob- 
ſtinacy of the profeſſors of erroneous opi- 


nions in religious matters. The learning 


of the dead languages is attended with in- 
finit labor; and when we find any thing in 
a Greek or Latin author that is rational or 
ſtriking, our vanity is ſo flatterd with com- 


prehending it, that by a ſort of acknow- 
ledgment, we immediately regard it as 
ſublime and infallible. Add to this, that 
the preceptors, and the profeſſors of claſ- 


ſical learning, in explaining theſe authors, 


inſpire us with a kind of veneration for 
them, and ofttimes makes us look on that 


as a true beauty, which among the moderns 


would be regarded as fals or trifing. 


Loet not therefore this long and univerſal 
admiration of Homer by mankind, conti- 
nue to deceive us: for there is nothing in 
it that is either wonderful or concluſive; to 
a philoſophic mind. If a monarch was to 
decree, (I will not ſay the Paradiſe Loft of 


| Milton, the Jeruſalem deliverd of Taſſo, the 


1 
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Louiſia de of Camoens, and the Henriade of 
Voltaire;) but what is ſtill much more, that 
the Rolando Furioſo of Arioſto; the adven- 
tures of the belle Madelona of Provence, 
or the book of PEſpiegle, ſhoud be con- 
derd in his dominions as claſflic authors, 
and ſhould eſtabliſh profeſſors to explain 
them, and to point out all their beautys, I 
woud venture to pronounce, in the name of 
experience, that theſe books woud run 
through a hundred impreſſions; -woud be 
_ enrichd with notes and commentarys, and 
reyerenced in ſeeulum ſeculorum. Now 
we learn from hiſtory that Homer was 
erected into a claſſic author by the decrees 
of the Grecian republics ; that ſeveral citys 
diſputed the honor of his birth place, and 
maintaind copyiſts to tranſcribe his poems; 
and if any one was bold enough to criticiſe 
his works, he was not only regarded as a2 
Zoilus, but was in danger of being pro- 
ſcribed by the ſenate, and evil treated by 
the people. The Romans, even till the 
time of Auguſtus, had no other epic poem 
Mg --- than 
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than that of Homer, and paid but litle re. 
gard to works of the imagination. It is 
not therefore very ſurpriſing. that they 


ſhoud be content with theſe. During the 
reigns of the following emperors, the taſte 
for letters continualy degenerated, and the 


approbation of the midle ages is by no 
means a certain proof of the merit of any 
work. - It ſeems therefore, to. me, that the 


argument drawn from the conſtant admira- 


tion of ſo many centurys, is far from being 
ſo concluſive as ſome woud pretend. But 
what is ſtill more, I am clearly convinced, 
that Homer did not perfectly underſtand 
his own language, and that his ſtyle 1s not 
remarkably good (tho the mixture of diffe- 
rent dialects, which runs thro his poems, 


appears to me odd enough) but as diction 
is to thought, what dres is to a man, and as 
among the vulgar more than one man 1s 


admired for the pageantry of his appear- 
ance, it may very well happen that the 


_ vulgar learned may ſuffer themſelves. to be 


dazzeld by: the pomp and flouriſh in the 
ſtyle 
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ſtyle of Homer: whereas a man who does 


not underſtand Greek, ſees, to uſe the ex- 


preſſion, the naked mind of the poet, and 
examins as a neutral and unprejudiced ſcru- 
tator, the body of his thoughts. It is here, 
Sir, that I find many remarks to make; 
permit me to point out the moſt material; 
F ſhall paſs them over as briefly as poſſible, 


that I may not protract this letter, which I 


perceive 1s degenerating, whether I will or 
not, into a diſſertation. 

Why muſt theſe two poems of Homer, 
be the models for all others? They appear 
to me to favor ſtrongly of that imperfec- 


tion which accompanys firſt Productions of 


every kind. Do you think it impoſſible 
to imagin a quite different plan, or to 
change and improve that of this firſt in- 


ventor? Indeed, if tedious epiſodes, con- 
ſtantly repeated ; if endles harangues, or * 
rather ſermons, in their counſels, and at the 

head of their troops, which were not only. 


unnatural, but in a great degree uſeles, as 
far the greateſt part of an army that was 
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- ſpread over at leaſt a league of ground, 
coud not poſſibly hear them ; if a nauſeous 
repetition of the ſame. ideas, and the ſame 
circumſtances ; and a continual interpoſi- 

tion of their gods, whenever their heros 

committed any blunder : if, I ſay, all 
theſe, which make the conſtituent parts of 
Homers work, are of the eſſence of an epic 
poem, I muſt confes that it appears to me 
to be an invention only proper to amuſe 
children, and that the ſenſible part of man- 

kind are much to be pityd, when they are 
forced to;draw leſſons of wiſdom from ſuch 
a ſource; to reap inſtruction. from ſo diſ- 
guſtful an employment. 

Madam Dacier is ſo much poſſes. with 
the merit of the author, who has given her 
ſo much pains in tranſlating, that ſhe is con- 
tinualy crying out, in her notes, even ſom- 
times in thoſe places where Homer ſays the 

moſt inſignificant things: O ! what poetry 

what divine poetry! and in her preface, 
ſhe maintains, after Vellejus Paterculus, 
| that Homer bad no ue, ee Bim whom be 
could 
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could imitate, nor has there been any one fence. 
who has been able to follow him : and pre- 
ſently after, That there never was a poet that. 


could reach the heights of Homer, or that coud 


even comprehend his art: if they. call art the 


productions of a heated imagination, that is 
continualy at variance with common ſens, 
it ſeems. to me, that the loſs of this art is 
no great misfortune. to mankind, if it be 
loſt. Read, I entreat you, the preface that 
Mad. Dacier has placed at the head of the 
Odyſly, and you will ſee. what reaſoning, 
prejudice, and the ſpirit of party, can pro- 


duce in a woman, otherwiſe of great abi- 
lity. After heaping together a number of 


wretched arguments, in order to juſtify her 
divine Homer, ſhe makes an attack on M. 
Perrault, and having firſt allowed, that be 
was a man of ſens, a good author, and had 
beſide all the qualitys that form an honeſt, wor- 
thy man; and after giving him many other 
commendations, ſhe concludes by ſaying, 
that all theſe good qualitys were effaced or 
clouded * one fault: and what was that 


Hs fav? 


— — = 8 
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fault? Will you. believe it? He did not 
reliſh Homer: nay, he even dared to cri- 
ticiſe him. Horrible crime, that coud tar- 

niſh all the talents and all the virtues of a 
worthy man-} For mercys ſake, Sir, do 
not in this caſe treat me as woud a Dacier, 
but conſtantly continue your friendſhip- to 
me. have only propoſed you my doubts 

in general, at another opportunity 1 ſhalt 
explain my reaſons more particularly. Sa- 
hate all our common friends, and believe 
me to be without limitation, &c. 


— * 


e ee 
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To the N Counſellor J a at 
Berlin. 


eee, e 


TT is then your pleaſure, Sir, that I 
1 ſhoud continue to communicate to you 
my ideas concerning Homer, and you ſuf- 
pend your judgment till you ſee tlie eon- 
cluſion, T obey, but it is with trembling z 
tho I flatter myſelf that theſe remarks will: 
never be read by any eyes but yours: but: 
if, contrary to my intention, they ſnhoud 
tranſpire, and ſhoud' alſo be found not 
ſtrictly juſt, I expett from the equity of te 
public, a judgment leſs ſevere than that 
which the outrageous partiſans of the an- 
cients pronounce againſt. the ſens and. taſte” 
of their adverſarys. 
Let us firſt examin the fable of the Iliad: 
and the Odyſſy: the ſubject of the firſt is, 
H. © the: 
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d tires to a diſtance, to brood over his rage. 
Their foes, profiting by this diſſenſion, 
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« the wrath of Achilles; who quarrels with 
« Agamemnon about his miſtres, and re- 


e gain ſome advantages; but the two chiefs 
„ being reconciled, defeat their common 
« enemy,” In the Odyſſy, Ulyſſes for- 

« ſakes his native country: his abſence oc- 

tt caſions great diſorders in his family: but 
« after wandering many years, he returns to 
his country, kills his enemys, and re-eſta- 

« bliſhes his. government.” I confes that 
all the art of Homer was neceſſary to make 
of ſuch trifling ſubjects, what he has made; 


but where was the neceſſity of his making 


choice of ſuch ſubjects? Did not the hiſ- 
tory and fable of his time offer thoſe that 
were more noble and pathetic 2 Compare 
theſe ſubjects to thoſe which modern epic 
poets have treated, and judge without pre- 
judice. Read Milton, who has deſcribed 
the loſs of paradiſe and immortality; ſub- 
jects that are of all others the moſt efſenti- 
aly inden to human natur, and which 

offer 


offer;the. Weben ande : we 1 

recours to epiſodes and. other foreign orna- 
ments; in a word, a ſubject which enables 
the poet, to uſe the expreſſion, to becom 
the painter of the terreſtial paradiſe, and all 
the beautys of natur. Camoens deſcribes 
to us the diſcovery of a new equntry, al- 
moſt a new. world, by the aid of the im- 
portant art of navigation; and from this 
diſcovery ariſes the ſource of the communi- 
cation and commerce between the two, 
principal Parts of the inhabited earth. 
Taſſo paints in pleaſing colors, the city of 
Jeruſalem, which forms an object of the 
moſt profound veneration, to all who bear 
the name of Chriſtians; and the delivery of 


that city, where the Saviour of the world 


expired on the croſs, for the redemption of 
mankind, from the yoke of the Mahome- 
tans. M. Voltaire has drawn a model for 
kings and heroes, in the perſon of Henry 
IV. one of the greateſt monarchs the earth 
ever produced: who by his virtues and ex- 
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the father of his people. Theſe are ſub- 


jets that appear to me to be truely 
great, and worthy of the e of an 
epic poem. 

Let us come to the invocation: we mall 
not examin here, whether it be neceſſary or 
not; but it ſhould ſeem that thoſe which 


Homer has made, muſt have produced a 


ſtrange effect on the minds of his cotempo- 


' rarys.. He begins his Iliad with theſe 


words: Goddeſs, ing the wrath of Achilles, 
the ſon of Peleus, &c. and his Odyſly thus: 
Muſe, relate the adventures of that wiſe man, 
who after having ruind the ſacred town of 
Troy, wander many years in different coun- 
trys, Sc. When the poet wrote this, the 


| Pagan religion prevaild every where; and 
conſequently the names · Goddeſs and Muſe: 


muſt have excited in the minds of the pa- 
gans different ideas, from what they do 
in ours, who regard their divinitys as fabu- 


bus. What ſhoud we ſay, if a poet was 


now to begin his work with theſe words: 


: Holy virgin, fing the wrath of Charles XIE 
1 | Jen: 
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fon of Charles XI. or Saint Genivive, relate 
the adventures of that wiſe man, who, after 
having ruind the citys of Daly and Germany, 


re-eſtabliſhd the empire of the eaſt, ic. And 
what goddeſs is this, . moreover, whom 


Homer invokes in his Iliad ? It feems to 
me, that Madam Dacier was not acquaint- 
ed with her; and that the matter well de- 
ſerves to be clearly explaind. 
1 think that the ſeries of recital. in a 
poem, ſhoud be different from that of a 
hiſtory, but in both caſes the readers natu- 
ral curioſity makes him impatient to 
know the event: and perhaps this curioſity 
is ſtronger i in the ſimple action of a poem, 
than in a regular hiſtory, where a great 
number of facts ſucceed each other, It 
ſeems to me, therefore, neceſſary, to pre- 
vent, by epiſodes, allegorys, ſimilys, &c. 
the drynes of narration in an epic poem; 
but all theſe ornaments require to be diſ- 
poſed with diſcretion, and not thrown pro- 
fuſely over every part. Now it appears to 
Be that in the poems of Homer the 
| principal 


l ies 
28 LETTER XVI; 
il principal action is drownd in the epi- 
nl ſodes and digreſſions. The attention of 
[| ed; but. his impatience is put to the 
WW rack, and the thred of the narration 
0 is ſo interrupted: by theſe. trifling embel- 
i - liſhments, that his memory cannot recal 
il the far diſtant facts. Do you call theſe 
1 beautys that are eſſential to the epopea? 
Wn Or are they imperfections, or real faults ? 
th I ſhall-not determin. Enlighten my under- 
© fanding, Sir, if Tam blind enough. to take 
| one thing for the other: but I will venture 
il to aſſert, that never any man of diſcern- 


ment has read, in our days, the poems of 
Homer quite thro without -wearines. _ | 
Are all theſe metaphors, theſe allegorys 
and. fimilys, moreover, diverſifyd, noble 
and graceful ? . By no means. We ſee the 

| ſage Homer conſtantly. falling into repeti- 
tions, into low and trivial expreſſions, 
pere I to vrite a diſſertation on theſe mat- 

| ters, I coud cite- thirty verſes-that contain 


| the fame idea, and where I n in 
=, the 


Aa 


* 


— Y . * n 
7 f — | , ö . 
— F 4 51 87 
a 4 1 * ; | * 2 1 27 
* E 1 1 E R 1 ö 1 
a ' $ 3 2 ; 4 þ 2 0 8 * 1 Th 
8 * * * ** * 1 $ * 3 j ; i 5 * 8 * 1 2 


the original, he makes uſe of the ſame ex- [ 
preſſions. He twenty times repeats, ſome {| 
times of his heros, and ſomtimes of his 5 if 
gods, that after they, had well eat and | | 
drank, they did ſuch or ſuch. a thing. 7X 
Handſom Juno with grey eyes, occurs in al- * 
moſt every page, with many other like re- 13 
petitions. I am not ignorant that the pa- 
trons of Homer remark, that every judici- 
ous reader will tranſport himſelf in idea, to 
the age and place where the poet wrote, 
and will judge of the thoughts and expreſ- 
ſions, by the manners and cuſtoms of thoſe 
diſtant times, which are totally different 
from thoſe. of our days. But, my dear || 
friend, my. cenſure does not fall on the 
images and. compariſons taken from objects: q 
dependent. on inconftant : cuſtoms: and 1 
uſages, but on thoſe that are drawn from 1 
natur, and which remain the ſame in all k 
ages and all places. Regard, I beſeech 
you, an ox or an aſs, and conſider if 
a. man of ſound ſens coud ever make a 1 
rational] a n compariſon of ſurh Bi 
ſtupid if | 
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186 L E TT E R XVI. 
ſtupid and and clumſy animals as thoſe, to 
gods or heros. But ſuppoſe thoſe ſimilys 
and images had been noble and brilliant in 
the days of Homer, they certainly are not 


ſo in our days. I will allow the cotempo- 
rarys of this poet to have thought them 


ſublime, provided I am permitted to find 


them otherwiſe three thouſand years after ; 
and living in an age of greater learning, 
and of different manners, 1 may be allowd 
to ſay, that I find them neither entertaining 
nor inſtructive. It ſeems to me, that when 
gods and heros are introduced into: any 
work, whatever may be the religion and 
country of the writer, he ought not to 
make them talk idly, or give them the 
manners and ſentiments of porters or ſut- 
lers, of pirates or highwaymen. Madam 
Dacier ſays juſtly, that a poet can give to 
gods no other language than that of men; 
but he ſhould not, at leaſt, make them 


talk the language of the meaneſt of man- 


kind. On the centrary, he ſhould: give 


them that _— which Corneille, Racine, 
Voltaire, 
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Voltaire, Crebillon, Fenelon, and ſome 
others, make their heros and W 
diſcours. 
M. Voltaire ſays, in his Eſſay on Epic 
Poetry; © with regard to what they call 
_ vulgar, in the heros of Homer, they may 
laugh as much as they pleas, at ſeeing Pa- 
troclus, in the ninth book of the Iliad, put 
three legs of mutton into a pot, light and 
blow the fire, and dres the dinner with 
Achilles. Achilles and Patroclus, are not 
for this the leſs illuſtrious. Charles XII. 
king of Sweden, was his own cook for fix 
months, at Demir Tocca, without loſing 
any thing of his heroiſm z and the greateſt 
part of our generals, who carry with them 
to the camp all the luxury of an effeminate 
court, will find it a hard matter to equal 
theſe heros who dresd their own diners, 
&c.” 5 
1 readily allow that Achilies jr” Charles 
XII. will be always regarded as very re- 
ſpectable heros, tho the one put the mut- 
ton in the pot, and the other the fowls 
n upon 
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upon the ſpit, but were I to make either 
of theſe great men the ſubject of an epic 


poem, I think I ſhould act very abſurdly 


to inſert ſuch. trifling and diſintereſting 
anecdotes of their private life, and that my 
readers woud have a very good right to 
laugh at my expence, or at leaſt to be diſ- 
guſted with reading my relation. 

It ſeems to me, moreover, that Madam 


Dacier and the other admirers of Homer, 


have not always a diſcernment nice enough 
to diſtinguiſh between the ſublime and bom- 
baſt. When Jupiter, by one ſneeze, makes 
all Olympus tremble; or when another god, 
to tranſport himſelf to a certain place, takes 
three ſteps, and at the fourth arrives at the 
end of the earth; J find nothing in this 
more ſublime than in the tales of the fairys, 
or of the man with the blue beard and great 
boots, who went ſeven leagues at one 


ſtride. In moſt of theſe paſſages which 


paſs for ſublime, and in general, in the 
fineſt inventions of Homer, probability, 
and even poſſibility, Phyſical and moral, 

appear 
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appear to me to be violated. Read, 1 
conjure you, the deſcription which he gives, 
in the eighteenth book of the Iliad, of the 
ſhield of Achilles, and judge, if it be poſ- 
ſible for all the adventures that he there 


relates to be engraved on a ſhield, how - 


large ſoever you may ſuppoſe it to be: 

and if, by the art of Vulcan, the thing 
were poſſible, a' ſhield engraved with ſuch 
minute ſtrokes, when fn at a diſtance, 
muſt appear to be a piece of armour in a 


very bad taſte; and, at the ſame time, 


very ridiculous, T he imagination of an 
author muſt be either very barren, or ex- 


travagantly heated, who can fo illy place 


the accounts he would relate, or the orna- 


ments with which he would embelliſh his 
work. See with how much more taſte 


and probability, Taſſo has placed the paint - 
ings of the loves of Achilles, of Hercules 


and Omphale, of Antony and Cleopatra, 


&c. over the doors of the palace of Armi- 
da, through which Renauld was obliged 


to paſs, to arrive at the cloſet where his 


miſtres attended kin. 
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There are many more remarks that ©. 
could make on Homer, but I ſhall here 
deſiſt, for it is not my deſign to enter into 


a a controverſy, or write a diſſertation, Per- 
haps I have already ſaid too much. Per- 


mit me to conclude with one more reflec- 
tion, which is, that the merit of an author 
always appears to me ſuſpicious, when his 
partiſans are obliged to have recours to ſo 
many ſubtiltys to defend him. It is at 
leaſt evident, that the beautys of his work 
are not univerſaly pleaſing; and the ma- 
nifeſt inequalitys that are found in the 


writings of this poet, have long ſince gvea 


riſe to that well known ſaying: 
Interdum dormitat bonus Homerus. 

From what I have here ſaid, do not con- 
clude, my dear friend, that I am in the 
leaſt diſſatisfyd with you, for having re- 
commended to me the reading of this au- 
thor. Far otherwiſe: I owe you a great 
obligation; for I am at all times highly 


pleasd to becom acquainted with the arts 
in their origin, and with all their firſt im- 


l cons. 
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perfections. Beſide, a man muſt be totaly 


deſtitute of taſte and diſcernment, who 


does not find numberles real beautys in 


Homer. And this we ought to acknow- 
ledge with the ſame freedom that we re- 


mark his defects. I admire, I am charmd 
with thoſe ſublime. paſſages I met with in 
this poet; but I laugh at the enthuſiaſm of 


his bigotted admirers, who would juſtify 


all his. imperfections, and who publicly 
accuſe every one of ignorance or inſinceri- 
ty, who will not take that which is mean or 
Faulty, for beautiful or ſublime. Tell me, 
after all, I entreat you, am I right or 
wrong? Your judgment has ſo great an 


authority over mine, that you will find it 


yery ready to ſubmit; for I acknowledge 


moſt freely, that error is the lot of huma- 


nity, and eſpecialy of ſo weak a humanity 


as mine. I have the honor to be, in ex- 


pectation of your anſwer, Sir, &c. 
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To Baron 1 von Pollnitz, at Berlin, * 


Hammer, 4. 6, i740, 

"SI, 1 
A0 then, the king i is returnd to Konigf- 
berg in Pruſſial I give you many 
thanks for the relation you have had the 
goodnes to ſend me of his majeſtys jour- 
ney. . I have read it to ſome perſons of 
merit here, who are in raptures with thoſe 
marks of clemency aud greatnes of ſoul, 


that the king has every where ſhewn; and 


with that ingenious manner in which you 


recount all theſe actions, and the remark- 


able ceremonys that have accompanyd the 


reception of homages. This intereſting 
deſcription is, in a manner, a continuation | 
of your memoirs, which afford ſuch pleaſ- 


ing entertainment to the polite world. We 


are not ſurpriſed that the king has not 


5 „ een 


— — aa 
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been crownd. Frederic, the firſt king of 
Pruſſia, had good reaſons for ſubmitting to 
that ceremony; but his ſucceffors receive 
the crown from the hands of Providence, 
and not from their ſubjects. They content 
themſelves with adminiſtring the oath of 
fidelity to the troops, to the nobility, and 
the people. Meſſ. Dacier, medalliſts at 
Geneva, have juſt ſtruck a very fine and 
large medal, which correſponds with this 
idea. It is in bronze; on one ſide is ſeen 
the buſt of the king, with the uſual infcrip- 
tion, Fredericus IT. Rex Borrufſiz; and on 
the exergue, his majeſtys motto, Pro pairia 
& pro gloria. The revers reprefents the 
city of Konigſberg, over which is an eagle 
with extended "Ry and theſe words 
Rex natura. 

The king, who is not fond of ceremo- - 
nys, is J believe very well pleasd with F 
avoiding this, tho he will have others to 
. undergo in his journey to Weſtphalia, 

8 Cleves, and Weſel. All theſe journeys 
well form ſo many courſes of exerciſes for | il 
Vor. III. | 7% i; 08: 1 8 
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you courtiers. Tour minds, as well as 


your bodys, muſt be not a litle ſolaced 
with the intervals of ret, To amuſe 


your leiſur, permit me, Sir, to ſend you a 
ſhort account of our ſojourn at Hannover; 


which you may not regard as altogether in- 
different, ſeeing you are acquainted with 
the principal actors who ſhine on this 


theatre. 
Scarce had F 1 William cloſed his 


eyes, before we ſaw arrive at Berlin, as 


you remember, baron Munchhauſen, firſt 
miniſter of the king of Great Britain, in 
his electorate of Hannover, in order to 
preſent on the part of H. Britannic M. the 


compliments of condolence and felicitation 


to our new king. This arrival was ſo ſud- 


den, that baron Munchhauſen coud not. 


have receivd the order from London, ſince 


the death of the late king. From whence 
we conclude, that the embaſſy of this mi- 
niſter had been determind in England, 
from the time they knew of the dangerous 
diſorder of the Pruſſian monarch; and this 


6 
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enters attention gives room to conjec- 


ture, that the court of London endeavours 


to prevent ours, by ſo much politenes, in 


order to efface the remembrance of that 
perſonal animoſity, which ſubſiſted from 


their early youth, between Frederic Wil- 
liam and the king of Great Britain, and by 


which their miniſters have been frequently 
greatly embarrasd. They ſay that this na- 


tural antipathy, which is wors than hatred, 


had once roſe ſo high, that the. two 
monarchs, after the example of Charles V. 


and Francis I. had determind to decide it 
by ſingle combat; that the king of Eng- 


land had fixd on brigadier Sutton for his 


ſecond ; and that his Pruſſian majeſty had 
made holes of colonel Derſchau that the 


territory of Hilderſheim was appointed for 
the rendezvous. H Britannic M. was then 
at Hannover, and H. Pruſſian M. was al- 
ready arrivd at Saltzdahl, near Brunſwick. 


Baron von Bork, who had been the Pruſ- 


ian miniſter at London, and was diſmiſd 
from that court in a very ungracious man- 
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ner, arriving at Saltzdahl, find the king 
his maſter, in ſo violent a rage, t that he did 
not think it adviſeable, directly to oppoſe 
his deſign; but on the contrary, in order 
to gain tie, ſeemd to approve of the 
choice of a ſingle combat, and even offerd 
his ſervice to carry the cartel. But entring 
the kings appartment about an hour after, 
he took the liberty to ſay, Sire, I am 
convincd that your majeſtys quarrel ought 
not to be decided but by a duel, and if I 
may be allowd the expreſſion, as between 
one gentleman and another. But your ma- 
jeſty is ſcarce recoverd from a dangerous 
illnes, and have ſtill remaining all the 
ſymptoms of your late diſorder : how-un- 
fortunate therefore woud it be, if you 
ſhoud relaps the evening before the com- 
bat, or even that very morning; what a 
triumph woud it be for the Engliſh king ? 
and what woud the world ſay? what odious 
ſuſpicions would it caſt upon your majeſtys 
courage? Woud it not therefore be far 


better to poſtpone the affair for a few days, 
| . till 
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a your: wajeſtys health is eſtabliſhd ?” 


The king, they ſay, acquieſced, tho with ; 


difficulty, in theſe reaſonings; the cartel 
was not ſent; the miniſters on both ſides 


gaind time; the wrath of the two kings by 
degrees evaporated ; and by the next year 


they became in a manner reconciled. 


2 Fido! aſſure you, Sir, that we do not now | 


find/ the leaſt traces here of that ancient 
animoſity between the houſes of Pruſſia and 
Great Britain: it ſeems to have been buried 


in the grave with Frederic William. We 


find nothing at Herrenhauſen, but polite- 


nes and attention. That court ſeems to 


endeavour after a cloſe and ſincere attach- 
ment with ours; and if I am not miſtaken, 
will be charmd to cement this new connec- 
tion, by a marriage between the prince of 
Pruſſia and the princeſs Louiſa of Great 
Britain, of whom they talk with raptures. 

We had no ſooner lighted at the hotel of 


London, where appartments were prepared 


for us, then count Trouchſes ſent captain 


von _ to lord Harrington, the Engliſh 
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ſecretary of ſtate, and to baron Munch- 


hauſen, to notify our arrival. The latter 


came, about an hour after, to viſit all the 


embaſſy; talkd with great. reſpect to the 


count, and adviſed him not to make uſe of 


his credentials immediately, in order to 


avoid much troubleſom ceremony; but to 
remain tranquil at home for a couple of 


days; to receive the viſits of all the 


court, and to prepare for his public audi- 
ence, which he promisd ſhoud be the third 


day. The count followd. his advice. The 


next day we put on our mourning habits, 


and receivd, in fact, the viſits of all the mi- 
niſters, generals, courtiers, and in ſhort, 


every one of any diſtinction in Hannover. 
Our rooms were throngd with a continued 
proceſſion. The day of audience baron 
Munchhauſen came to take us in the kings 


- coaches, which were very magnificent. He 
fat with count Trouchſes in the firſt. In 


the ſecond were two Hannoverian gentle- 


men. Then came the grand ſtate mourn- 
ing coach, drawn by fix horſes, and pre- 


ceded 


— 
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ceded by two marſhals : the pages were on 


the outſide, and two gentlemen of our em- 
baſſy within. Next came the counts ſecond - 
mourning coach; with the third gentleman 


of the embaſſy; and laſtly, came my coach, 

and in which I ſat, rather uncomfortably, 
alone. Some empty coaches, belonging to 
the principal miniſters, cloſed the proceſ- 
ſion. At the gates of the city, and on en- 
tering the court of the palace of Herren- 
hauſen, the guards preſented their arms, 
the officers made the ſalute, and the drums 
beat the march. | 


We were conducted i into an antichamber, | 


where we found the whole court aſſembled, 
and in a mourning almoſt as deep as our 
own. Count Trouchſes wore a peruque 


of an immens ſize, and a cloak that traild 


ſome yards behind him, which gave to his 
figur of ſix foot high, a very ſingular ap- 
pearance. In about a quarter of an hour, 
lord Harrington came to introduce us to 
the audience. The doors of the hall were 
thrown open, and the king of Great Britain 
14 appeared 
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. in all his glory. He was dresd 
in purple, and adornd with his grand order 
of the garter. Count Trouchſes preſented 
his credentials with a good deal of grace, 
and with an air of dignity, but he had not 
time to make a long harangue; for . the 
king interrupted and anſwerd him with 
the greateſt goodnes; . and afterward talkd 
to him with an air of cordiality, that de- 
lighted every one who beheld him. H. M. 
coud not ſufficiently admire his grave and 
ſolemn appearance, and ſaid to him ſoftly, 
with a ſmile, Count Trouchſes, one woud ima- 
ein by your appearance, that. you were in de- 
ſtair for the laſs of your late maſter. We 
were all of us afterwards preſented to H. 
NI. who ſaid to each of us, ſomething gra- 
cious and condeſcending. When we came 
out of the hall of audience, the count laid 
aſide his cloak, and ſoon after ſat down 
to table. Our ambaſſador had the honor 
to dine with the king; and we had an ex- 
cellent dinner at the table of the mareſchal. 


When the * roſe from table we returnd 
| - "= 


* 


into the hall where H. M. dined, and 
where we found a great number of cour- 


tiers of the firſt. quality, who receivd us 
glaſs in hand. The great cupbearer was 


at his poſt, that is to ſay, at the buffet, and 


exerciſed the functions of his office with the 


beft grace in the world, by charging us 
with numberles bumpers. After this Ger- 


manic ceremony, we were preſented with 


coffee, and then conducted into the large 


and noble garden. This garden is rather 


ſuperb than pleaſing: the allys are ſpaci- 
ous, and the hedges are high and beautiful. 


There are baſons of water, and fountains 


that are admirable. The grand jet in the 
middle, is the fineſt in the whole world: it 


is two feet in diameter, and uſualy riſes 80 


feet high, but when all the machines are 
going, it may be raisd to 120 feet. The day 
the king ſhewd this matchles fountain to 
the dutcheſs of Dorſet, I was a witnes with 
what impetuoſity this water riſes into the 


air, and then falls down like a liquid and 


tranſpareat mountain, eſpecialy in calm 
Ty: wea- 
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weather. The baſon, tho large, is not of a 
ſufficient width: there reigns too much 
uniformity in theſe gardens, and they have 
no proſpect. The verdant theatre is one of 
their greateſt ornaments, 

After the walk there was a French co- 
medy: the company is a very good one. 
Mlle la Vois, Mlle Amoche, and Meſſ. Se- 
rigni and du Clos, are the beſt actors. On 
coming out from the comedy, the king 
took another walk; and all the court at- 
tended him. We ſupd at Herrenhauſen, 
and about midnight returnd to Hannover; 
quite ſatisfyd with the gracious reception 
we had met with both from the king and 


all the court. 
The days paſs here with a uniformity 


very much like that of a convent. Every 

morning at eleven, and every afternoon 
about ſix, we go to Herrenhauſen, thro an 
endles alley of lime trees, ſcorchd by the 
ſun; and twice in the day our mourning 
cloths and equipages are coverd with duſt. 
The King cats by 1 rotation with the ſame 
vas 
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company; makes every night a party at 
ombre, with the ſame perſons, ſups and 
goes to bed. There is twice in a week a 


French comedy, and the other days are de- 


voted to play in the great gallery; ſo that 


were H. M. conſtantly to reſide at Han- 
nover, one might make a kind of. almanac 
for ten years to come; and predict what 
diſhes woud be ſervd each day at his table 
what woud be his employments, and what 
his amuſements. N otwithſtanding all which 
I dont find the time here in any degree te- 
dious. The firſt days were ſpent in receiv- 
ing and paying vilits. | 


principal perſons in the city: I Walk, | eat, 
I drink, I ſleep, make love, negotiate, 
write my diſpatches, cipher and decipher; 
add to all this, our jaunts to Herrenhauſen, 
and you will ſee that I have employment 
enough for any reaſonable man. | 

I find beſide, among the courtiers that 


are here, a conſiderable number of men of 


ſens and merit; from whoſe converſation 
I 6 ä 


I am very often 
invited to dine or ſup with ſome of the 
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I receive both inſtruction and amuſement. 
There is not, moreover, any one prince in 
Germany, great or ſmall, that does not 
ſend a' miniſter to compliment H. Britan- 
nic M. on his arrival in his electoral domi- 
nions. Foreigners alſo arrive here from 
every quarter; but they are, for the moſt 
part, birds of paſſage, who diſappear at the 
end of a certain number of days ;-ſo that 
Herrenhauſen reſembles.a dove hous, or, if 
you pleas, a magic lantern, where the 
objects paſs rapidly before the Dean 
eyes. | 

They make, in general, very 50 cheer, 
at Hannover, but eſpecialy at M. von 
B —. He is a tall, well-made man, of 
an agreeable appearance; has a good deal 
of wit, and ſtill more money. He was for- 
merly employd as envoy from the elector 
of Hannover, at Paris; and on his return 
from thence, had the misfortune, by the 
kick of a hors, to loſe one of his eyes: 
the blow was ſo violent that the nerves and 
the muſcles of the other eye were greatly 


injured 


LETTER: XVII. tw 


injured at the ſame time. This accident 
gave him inexpreſſible pain; and he was 
obliged, by order of his phyſicians, to ob- 


ſerve a very exact regimen, and which was ; 


to him ſtill more inſupportable than the 


ſtanding, became every day wors; and at 
laſt his doctors informd him that it was im- 
poſſible to ſave it; that in a few days he 
woud loſe his fight entirely, but that he 
woud be deliverd from his pains, and 


might then live as he pleasd. He receivd 
this news with tranſports of joy: he regu- 


lated all his affairs as long as his ſight laſt- 
ed; faw every thing that was curious; 
furniſnd and "ſet his hous in order, and 
waited the total eclipſe of his ſight with as 
much impatience as another man woud 
have waited for a recovery. At length his 
eyes were both extinct. With his laſt eye he 
loſt his griefs ; and from that day began to 
live again. As he has neither wife nor child, 
he has devoted a conſiderable part of his 
incom tohis table, It is regularly ſerved for 

__ twelve 
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twelve perſons, with great abundance and 
equal delicacy. This gentleman ſeems, 


by the loſs of his ſight, to have improvd 


his other ſenſes: his feeling, his taſte, and 
hearing, are amazingly acute. His chief 


Pleaſur i is in drinking healths to his friends, 


in bumpers, and in which they are obliged 
to pledge him: the butler always brings 


the great glaſs to him before he carries it 
to the gueſt; he touches it on the outſide, 
and by a certain degree of coolnes which 


penetrates the pores of the glaſs, he diſtin- 


guiſhes minutely how high it is filld; and if 


ic be the leaſt deficient, 6 it immedi- 
ately to be ſupplyd. He knows ſo exactly 
the ſituation of the table, the arrangement 
of the diſhes, and the places of the gueſts, 


that one is inclined to ſuſpect he ſtill ſees all 


that paſſes. He talks a good deal and agree- 
ably; he rides out attended by his gentle- 
man; and is dresd with taſte and pro- 
priety. In ſhort, the loſs of ſight appears 
to be a matter of ſo litle conſequence to 

| him, 
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him, that one is almoſt inclined to think 
he had, formerly. two eyes too many. 

I ſomtimes amuſe myſelf with ſeeing the 
curioſitys of Hannover and its environs. 
The library is numerous and well choſen. 


The kings ecurys are noble, and his horſes 


extremely valuable. The tomb of the an- 
cient electors, in the chapel of the palace, 
is worthy of notice. The body of George J. 
who died at Oſnabruck in 1727, is there de- 
poſited in a ſilver coffin of admirable work - 
manſhip. The palace, though conſidera- 
bly large, is of wood: the appartments are 
but indifferent, and the furniture in an an- 


tique taſte. The gardens of count Platin, 


at Linſden, which is juſt by Hannover, are 
delicious. They ſay-we ſhall have a maſkd 
ball there, when the king returns to this 
city. The troops will not be reviewd till 
after the harveſt: and that in conſequence 


of the paternal affection which the king has 


for his rural ſubjects. The court of Caſſel 
is expected at Hannover, about the ſame 
time. Ye Gods, what joys we have in ſtore! 


May 
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May the like good fortune atteric 


end you, my 
dear baron, when the king out maſter re- 


turns from his circuits; for they ſay Ber- 


lin will be infinitely brilliant this winter, 
Who knows whether H. M. orders will 
not bring me back about the ſame time? 


1 ſhall rejoice to have it in my power to 
embrace you, and to expres, face to face, 


that great eſteem which I entertain for you: 


dut if I ſhoud not enjoy that happineſs, per- 
mit me, at leaſt ſomtimes, to aſſure you by 


writing, that no man living is more per- 
_ than I am, i 


8 I R, 


Tours, &c. 0 
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LETTER XVII. 
To Madam von Br* TN at Berlin. 


Hannover, eg. 155 15 5 7 
M AD AM, 


Dont know who that great man was, 


J who firſt invented the poſts, but I know | 
very well that mankind have great obliga- 


tions to him. What reſource, for example, 
coud a gallant man have, who is conftraind 


by his deſtiny to live far diſtant from the 


object he adores? It is, at leaſt, ſome 
conſolation to a deſponding lover: though 


1 muſt confes, it is but a very poor one; 
and that every man who has a real attach- 


ment, may 10 to his miſtres, with M. Vol- 
taire; 


Heureux cent fois le mortel amoureux, 


Qui tous les jours your te voir & tens 


tendre; 
Qui tu regois avec un ſouris tendre, 


Qui voit ſon ſort ecrit dans tes beaux 


 Eyeux.” | | Qui 
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210 LEITER XVIII. 

Qui meurt d'amour, qui te e, qui 
t 'adore, ks bi 
Qui penetre de cent plaiſirs 8 N 
A tes genoux, oubliant Punvers, 
Parle d'amour, & Cen reparle encore: 
Mais malheur a celui qui ſent cet aiguillon, 
Et ne peut ven * que par le poſtillon. 


A . times that amorous mortal' 
bleſt, 
Who-hears thee till, and gazes o'er thy 


charms, 
Who ſees the ſmile thas all his boſom 


_ warms, 


Who reads his fate in thy fair eyes expreſt. 
Who dies of love, who pleaſes, who adores, 


Who with a hundred various. WO 
fired, 
The world forgetting, at thy feet 1e 
Of loves dear joys inceſſant ſtrains he 
pours: : 
But wretched he, conftraind to tell the 
tale, 


Of all his amorous cranſports by the mail. 
I 
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I dare not, madam, make a ceived ap- 
plication of theſe verſes to the ſituation in 
which 1 find myſelf, with regard to you. 
I am, indeed, that amorous mortal who 
cannot expres his tender ſentiments but by 

means of the mail; but I have never yet 
been that fortunate mortal who has had the 
happines to pleas you, and whom you have 
permitted to forget the whole world at your 
feet. 1 do, indeed, forget it, when I read 
your divine letter, and which'is in all things 
perfect, except that it wants en litle tino- 
ture of human tendernes. 

'You defire, madam, than 1 Cer ſend 
you the portraits of lady Yarmouth, and of 
the principal beautys of Hannover. Be 
aſſured that there is no one of them that 
has been able to efface from my heart thoſe 
traces I brought with me from Berlin, and 
which will for ever remain there deeply 

| engravd. 1 muſt, however, confes to you 3 
that were it allowable for mortals to covet 
thoſe enjoyments which belong to the Gods, 
1 do | not think 1 i would be poſſible for any 

man 
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212 L E TT ER XVIII. 
man of taſte and ſenſibility; to avoid being 


in love with the countes of Yarmouth. 


She is not, however, either a perfect or a 
blooming beauty; but ſhe poſſeſſes thoſe 
charms which are more captivating than 


even beauty itſelf. Her countenance is 


round; her eyes large, of a bright blue, 
and very, piercing; the noſe and mouth 
quite regular, with a ſmile that is tender 


and pleaſing: acomplexion fair and ſmooth, 


not too much color; and light hair: a neck ad- 


mirably fine, with hands and feet elegant tho 


not ſlender. Her ſhape is perfectly regular, 


and her ſtature preciſely between tall and 
ſhort; but, if I am not miſtaken, inclined to 
be corpulent. The whole together, forms a 
figur that ſtrikes the eye at once with de- 
light: but her mind appears to me ſtill far 
more beautiful than her perſon ; ſhe has 4 


wit that is refind and gay, but at the ſame 


time modeſt, which prevents it from 
aſſuming over that of others, or burſt- 


ing into immoderate fits of mirth. Her 


converſation is highly agreeable ; and ſhe 


ſpeaks 


- . a 5 a 
: % — * = 
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ſpeaks F rench, Engliſh, and German, with; 
equal perfection. The kings eſteem for 
her, appears to be nothing inferior to his 
affection and in return, ſhe is as much, or 
more attachd to the perſon of the king, 
than to his roialty. A rare inſtance in a 
favourit : ſhe may juſtly ſerve as a model, ; 

to all others, Content with the handſom 
proviſion, the king has made for her, ſhe 
does not weary him with ſolicitations either 
for herſelf, her relations, her creatures, or 
dependants. We do not ſee her family 
heaping up immens fortunes, nor the high- 
eſt and moſt important offices of the ſtate 
filld by obfcure men that are related, or 
pretend to be related to her. She does not 
attempt to interfere in the affairs of govern- 
ment, and to reduce the kings ſubjects to 
indigence and miſery by her councils, or to 
bring the ſtate to the brink of ruin, by her- 
Na apimolirys.* She cannor 1 


* . 4 8 


* Tos * ä *** if * 2 , 


* We are ao 8 wiſhing to depreciate PIR : 
character of this lady, who ſo-well deſervd all that 
25 our 
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herſelf with having causd ſtreams of blood 


to flow by her inſinuations, or that the firſt 


familys of the kingdom mourn the loſs' of 
their relations, ſacrificed to her humor. 
Nor can ſhe be accuſed of haying intro- 
duced a deſtructive luxury, or a ſpirit of 
diſſipation among the people. In a word, 
ſhe is neither vindictive, covetous, vain, or 
| ambitious; altho loaded with honors and 
diſtinctions at Hannover. The ſame court 
is here paid to her as to a princeſs ; ſhe 
dines and ſups regularly with the king, 
and makes every evening one of his party 


* 
1 


— — 


our author has ſaid of her; and what is more, had 
the uncommon good fortune to enjoy it, for many 
years, amidſt a people ever jealous of foreigners, and 
of their own prerogatives. But we cannot avoid re- 


marking here, in juſtice to the memory of the late 
king, that had any favourit whatever, ignorant of 


the affairs of government, and directed by perſonal 


motives, attempted to influence his conduct, the firm 


temper of that prince woud have been ſo far from 
complying. that the attempt woud Ne have 
ended in her own run. 3 
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at ombre.- At the theatre ſhe fits in an 
armd chair, which is placed by the ſide of 
that in which the king fits; while all the 
other ladys, tho of the higheſt quality, are 
placed at ſome diſtance behind. Her at- 


' tention to H. M. is boundles. She never 


| , 
quits Herrenhauſen to come to Hannover, 


but to viſit madam von Wend, her mother, 


or madam von Steinberg, her ſiſter; and it 
is but very rare that ſhe dines or ſyps with 
either of them. She dined, however, a 
few days ſince, with the latter, when a droll 


incident occurd. Among the company was 


a ſtrange gentleman, and who, it ſeems, 


knew but litle of the country, for after 


dinner he drank to the countes, the health 
of count Yarmouth. You may imagin 
what was that ladys confuſion, and what 


the looks of the reſt of the com- 
pany. The diſtinftions, however, which 
this lady receives here, ſhe always leaves. 


behind her, for they never paſs the ſea with 
her, and accompany her to London. It is 
laid, that the Engliſh * are not a litle 

piqued 
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216 LETTER XVIII. 
piqued to ſee the preference given to the 
Hannoverian beautys, by their monarchs, 
from father to ſon. This indifference to- 
ward the beautys of that nation, we muſt 

allow is mortifying: but love is a caprici- 
ous child that will not ſuffer himſelf to be 
ruled by policy. Lady Yarmouth finds the 
conſequences of this jealouſy, they are con- 
tinualy raiſing ſo many diſputes about rank, 
and other like matters, that ſhe ſcarce ſees 
any one at London, but madam von Stein- 
berg, and the ladys of the foreign mini- 
ſters. She does not appear in the circle at 

court, but lives _—_— Oe: in St. 

James's palace. 

Among the other Hannoverian ladys, 
there are ſome that are very amiable, but 
no one that ſhines with any remarkable 
luſtre. Their behaviour toward ſtrangers 
is as cold as the ice. The Hannoverians 
are like the Iſraelites, who never marry out 
of their own tribe. The fineſt ladys who 
grace the circle of Herrenhauſen, are con- 


e deſtind from their cradle, to ſome 
family 


- | 7 * * 1 jp * (ta * | : | 8 
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family contract. From this ſort of predef: 
tifationir: proceeds, that theſe ladys have 
no eyes for any but the courtiers, the coun- 
ſellors, or officers, who ate their relations, 
and that they never play at court with any 
but them. The partys are always regulated 
in the morning, by the mothers and aunts; 
and a man muſt have, either a matchles 
aſſurance, or ſingular good fortune, to be 
admitted into any of theſe partys. So that 
you" may ſee,” every evening, ſtrangers of 
the firſt quality ſauntering up and be 
the great gallery, admiring the buſts, or 
placing themſelves behind a chair, and 
aſking, with an indolent tone, Do you win, 
Madam? Do yoit loſe; Mademoiſelle ? intereſt- 
ing converſation | The misfortune is, that 
there is here, neither queen nor princeſs, 
and conſequently no ladys of the bedcham- 
ber, or maids of honor, who are paid for 
being polite. It muſt be confeſd however, 
that when you have once the good fortune 
to becom acquainted with theſe ladys, when 
you have met with them in the city, and 
Vol. III. 
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have been introduced to their familys, they i 
are not deſtitute of charms, nor of the 
knowledge of polite life. Love has con- 
ſtantly aſſerted his right over the hearts of 
ſome among them, and all the leaves in the 
book of the chronicles of ſcandal, of the 
court of Hannover, do not remain in blank. 
I ſhall entertain you with ſome anecdotes 
of this nature, that are curious enough, 
when I have the happines to ſee you at 
Berlin, and you will permit me to pay you 
my reſpects. In the mean time, I have the 
honor to be, with the moſt perfect attach- 
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To M. Haguedorn, in Hamburg. 
| Hana, "I 26, 1 740. 
Sun, 5 

700 R friend, M. Liſcow, A no 1 
of a letter of recommendation, to 
meet with a favorable reception, and every 
kind of ſervice that it is in my power to 
do him. He is not in the ſituation of thoſe 
ſort of travellers, who to procure an ad- 
mittance into good familys, are obliged . 
to provide themſelves with a great number 
of thoſe kinds of paſports. The bearers of 
ſo many letters of recommendation make 
me conſtantly ſuſpect them: men of real 


merit are always known in the world; and 


the celebrated name of the author of the 
moſt ingenious ſatyrs that. have appeard 

ſince the death of Dr. Swift, is his own. 
beſt introducer. Ihave preſented M. Liſ- 


K 2 cow 


— 8 „ e 
8 . — ERS >. ag: err 
_— a * 2 * ” hd Nw 2 - 
— a, — AT <A: = 


220 LETTER XIX. 
cow to all my friends. He has attracted 


the regard of every one, and eſpecialy of 
count weden, who has offerd him an 
apartment in his hous at Berlin, and has 
promiſd to procure him a good place at 
our court. This friend of ours has a lively 
and ſatyric wit, ornamented with much eru- 
dition. He honord me with his company 
in an excurſion we made to Hildeſheim, 


Never did I enjoy more pleaſur. The mi- 


niſters were charmd with his company. 
The next morning they paid him a viſit 
and invited. him to dinner: he enjoyd their 
good cheere, drank their excellent wine, 
and rallyd with them in the moſt agreeable. 
manner in the world. He has deliverd me 
the new edition of your fables. To de- 


clare all the admiration I have of your 


poems, it were neceſſary, Sir, to poſſes 
that fecundity of ideas, and that facility of 
expreſing them, which you enjoy. We 
have nothing that is better conceived, or 
better expreſd in our language; you join 
the naivety of diction in Fontain, with a 
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profound. erudition, and which you have f 
the art of diſengaging from all the appear-- j 
ance of pedantry. coud wiſh however " 
that you had not made quite fo many "I 
notes. They interrupt too much the i 
readers, attention, whoſe curioſity. makes = 


him, maugre all his reſolution, take his 
eyes off every moment. Tho they relate, 
J muſt allow, to facts, to points of hiſtory, 
to anecdotes and alluſions that require 
explanation; but when they are very nu- 


* 
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merous they ſeem to me to hurt that good 1 
opinion which each reader has of himſelf, h 
by ſuppoſing him to be quite ignorant. . 


This is the only critic J have to make on 
your work, and it is of litle conſequence. | 
Pardon however the liberty I have preſumd 


to take in declaring my ent But it 
1 Fi juſt renewd an acquaintance nigh mes. | 


one of our old friends, Dr. T***, formerly 
miniſter of the Engliſh church at Hamburg, 
and now clerk of the cloſewto his Britannic | 
majeſty. You are acquainted with. the un- | | 
| K 3, e der- 
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derſtanding, the heart and the accompliſh- 
ment of this able man, and you remember 
how large a ſhare he had in producing that 


weekly writing which appeard ſome years 


ſince at Hamburg, under the title of the 


Patriot, and which has lately been ſo mag- 


nificently reprinted in volumes, and has 
been alſo tranſlated into ſeveral languages. 
A conſiderable number of the moral, phi- 
Joſophical and theological pieces, contained 
in that excellent work, are his. On quit- 
| ting Hamburg he obtaind a church living 


in London, but the reputation of his ta- 
lents for the pulpit ſoon made him known 
at court, He was appointed one of thoſe 


who preach before the parliament, while it 
is afſembled.. You know that Dr. Swift 
formerly exerciſed the ſame function before 


the parliament of Ireland at Dublin, when 


preaching one day on vanity, he remarkd 
that their were four objects of which man- 
kind in general are vain, 1. Their birth 
or rank, 2. their riches, 3. their perſons, 
and 4. their underſtandings. He there- 


fore 


\ 
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fore divided his ſermon into theſe is 
| heads, and after having diſcuſed the three 
| firſt he ſaid, We now come to our fourth 
« head, but as in this chriſtian aſſembly, 
s there is no one who can poſſibly be vain 
4 of his underſtanding, i it is altogether un- 
« neceſſary, to enlarge on this topic, I 
« ſhall therefore make a few practical ob- 
* ſervations and conclude.” This ſatyric 
ftroke, for want of being coverd with the 
veil of politenes, gave great offence, and 
* of confiderable prejudice to the dean 
himſelf. Dr. T1 is far more prudent, 
0 and flatters his audience not a little, eſpe- 
cialy the king, who has appointed him his 
chaplain on his journey to Hannover; and 
that office is uſualy followd by a biſhoprick. 
The king therefore ſaid the other day to 
this clergyman, Poctor, you are out of 
luck, there has no biſhop died ſince we 
e have been here; but as the deanery of 
"70 Peterborough is become vacant, I will 
* give you that, till I can do ſomthing 
* « better for you.” So you now ſee him a 
K 4 dean, 
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dean, and in a fair way. of being one ot 


the firſt dignitarys in the Engliſh church. 
This Dr. 1 is a very WIe man, of 
an excellent character, independent of his 


learning and ability: but neyer have I ſeen 
any man ſo abſent as he is: he has reverys 
that have eſcaped Bruyere. ; and Regnard. 
He forgot the day he was to be marry d. 
and which his ſervant put him in mind gf, 


by bringing him a new coat, and wig finely 
powderd. One day while he was talking, 
a gnat bit his leg ſeverely, the Door 


ſttoopd and ſcratchd a gentlemans leg that 
ſtood next, who ſmiling at his abſence, 


never interrupted him, and the gnat all 
the time kept biting on. T he Doctor 
made a party once with chree of his fri iends, 


_ almoſt. as abſent as himſelf, o 89, in a 
coach to Windſor. When the 7 ele in the 


coach they began to diſpute about ſome 
points of philoſophy ; and when .they had - 


got about half way they perceived that the 
coachman loiterd, M. Deſmaiſeaux, who. 
Vas one of the company, put his. bead 


Out 


* 
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out of the door, and cryd to the coach- 
man Allons donc, Allons dont. The man | 
thought he ſaid a London, a London, and 
replyd, turning his horſes about, as you 
pleas gentlemen. The debate continuing, 
theſe four learnd abſentees never perceivd 
they were going back, till they came to the 
turnpike that leads into London; when 
they found, that inſtead of being at Wind- 
ſor, where their dinner waited for them, 
they were very near ana place from wines 
they ſet off. 

But while Þ am giving you theſe Ii ls 
famples of the diſtraction of Doctor T'***,, 
J find, Sir, by the length of my letter, 
that I am very near falling into a like in- 
attention myſelf. F therefore conclude 
with aſſuring you that I am, with the moſt 

ane and inviolable eee 3 
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EET YT BK xx: 
-To my Brother, at P aris. 
| Hamovr, Spe, wed Wa ag 


Am highly pleaſd, my dear th | 
hear that you are ſafe arrived at Paris. 
Your journey to Spain gave us great in-- 


quietude. Yet I cannot by any means; 
blame that curioſity which i fo natural. at 


your time of life: it is only proper to give: 
it juſt bounds, and to take care that it 
does not exceed that expence which my: fa- 


ther has thought proper to. preſcribe. You: 
did very right not to let us know your in- 


tention, for theſe kinds of projects are 
never approvd till after they have ſucceed- 
ed. The account you have given me of 


your journey is highly entertaining, and 


your deſcription of the Pyrenes truly cu- 


rious. I ſhould have been pleaſd to have 


2 ſeen 
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ſen your embarraſment at the convent of 
St, Ignatius, when Meſſ. the Jeſuits con- 
ducted! you into their ſubterranean apart- 
ments, to ſhow you the tomb of the found- 
er of their order: how great was your ſur- 
priſe when they drew a long curtain, and 
diſplayd, by the light of torches, the por- 
trait of their famous ſaint, as large as the 
life; ſurrounded with a frame completely | 
coverd with brilliants and other precious 
ſtones ? Such a fight muſt be extremely 
_ dazzeling,. and I can eaſily believe that 
your eyes coud not bear the luſtre, 

The ſaying, that the babit' is worth more 
than the monk, was here literaly verifyd. 
It is odd enough, that St. Peter ſhoud be 
obliged to take a penny out of the body 
of a fiſſr to pay his maſters tribute, and 
that theſe monks, who pretend to be of the 
company of Jeſus, ſhoud' bury in their ca- 
verns, riches that are ſufficient to: purchaſe 
an empire; and that the figure of a ſloven- 
Iy monk ſhoud' be decorated with more 
eme diamonds than are to be found in 
7 5 6. OO the 
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the crowns of ki ngs. This magnificence.i is. 
altogether worldly : but ſince luxury has 


| found 3 its way into the church, the gift of 


miracles has been loſt. For my part, I had 
much rather ſee a pope, or other holy per- 
ſon, take upon occaſion, a penny out of 
the belly of a carp, than to ſee in the ca- 
verns of the Jeſuits all the diamonds of In- 
dia and Braſil: for theſe treaſurs contain 
in fact the choiceſt riches of the whole 
chriſtian world. You will excuſe, my dear 


| brother, theſe. reflections, for you know 


that I am naturaly : hr to reaſon on 
every occaſion. - 

You had well nigh ſeen at Paris, a much 
greater curioſity than all the diamonds, and 
all the founders of religious orders; and 
that is, the king of Pryſſia; I much doubt 


it he will ever NN the title of, Saint, but, 


I am certain he, will deſerye that of Great, 
if Providence ſhall prolong his days, From 


his early youth he has had an extreme cy 


rioſity to ſee France, and to have an ocular 


LG with L nation that has pro- 


duced 
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duced, fo. many works of wit, Having 
been lately at Weſel, he availd bimſelf of 
| the proximity to go to Straſburg, and his 


intention was to have gone quite to Paris. 5 
But as a rambling majeſty makes but an 


odd figur, and is attended with many in- 
conveniencys, when it is once out of its 
own, limits, the king had determind to 
Have his, on the frontiers, and to travel un- 
der the title of equnt Four. Prince Wil- 
ham, the king's brother, took that of 
Scont Schafigorſch. They had very few 
dants, fa that wo coaches were ſuffix 
vient to carry them and. all their baggage; 
When they came to Kehl, the landlord in- 
formd M. Frederſtorff, who is firſt valet de 
chambre to the king, that count Feur 
woud. have ogcalign; for a paſpert, after he 
had crosd che bridge that is owe rthe Rhin- 
Frederſtorif drew one up, andl after the 
king had ſignd it, he ſeald it with che wia 
ſeal. - The hoſt, who was in an adjoining 
cloſet; ſaw. with. ſurpriſe the king ſign his 
| wa: * * hen the: ral n : 


$4 4 


230 LETTER 2 


to it: and when Frederſtorff came our: he 

 faid,«Count Four is the king of P- Ma, Sir, T 
ſawr him fign his name. Frederſtorff was 
obliged to confes the truth; however he 
ſtopd the mouth of mine hoſt with a golden 

gag, and he faithfully kept the ſecret. 
When they came to Straſburg, count 
Four put up at The Holy Ghoft, and count 
Schaftgotſch at the Raven, and by this pre- 
caution they hoped to remain unknown. 
Their firſt care was to provide themſelves 
with French dreſſes. Toward evening the 
king went to the coffe hous, where he ſoon 
became acquainted with five or ſix officers 
who appeard to him the moſt agreable. He 
invited them to ſup with him, and they ac- 
cCceiepted his offer without much heſitation; 
faping to each other, Come, let us go and ſee 
We what this Bohemian count is made of. I have 
already told you, my dear brother, that I 
have never met with any man who is ſo 

_ - pleaſing ar table as the king. He has 
ſomething ſo engaging, a converſation ſo» 
fprightly,. a pelitenes ſo eaſy and natural, 
that 
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chat his new acquaiatance ſeem'd to think 
that count Four had a great deal of wit for- 
a2 German; and that he ſpoke very good 
French. The ſupper was gay, and the 
next morning the officers had ſo much re- 
fpect for their new friend as to come again 
and take chocolate with him: and one of 
them was polite enough to invite him to 
fupper in his turn; but the king found 
means to excuſe himſelf. | EN 
After dinner he went to the parade, and 
there it was that they pretend he was known 
by a ſoldier ef the garriſon, who had for- 
merly ſervd in the Pruſſian troops, and who 
immediately informd Mareſchał von B*X*# | 
of it, who is the governor: of Straſburg, 
In fact, the king having aſkd leave to viſit 
him, under his berrowd: name, the gover- | 
nor admitted- him, and receivd him po- 
litely, as a private gentlman; but gave him 
to underſtand, in the cours of the conver- 
fation, that he was not ignorant that he was 
talking to a monarch, and even let fall the 
word. majeſty. The king was a good deal 
5 piqued 
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piqued with this indiſcretion; for if the 


mareſchal knew that it was the King of 


Pruſſia he ought not to have receivd his 
viſit, but to have prevented him with marks | 
of the utmoſt reſpect. When his majeſty 
came from the governor, he went to the 
French comedy, and from thence returnd 
to ſup at his inn. | 
The third day, in the. morning, there 
ran a whiſper about the town, that the king 
of Pruſſia was in Straſburg. Even the 


taylor who had made his cloths woud take 
nothing in payment, but ſaid to M. Fre- 
derſtorff that it was honor enough for him 
to have workd for ſo great a monarch. 
They made him however a handſom pre- 
- ſent, and enjoind him ſilence. 


the king ſaw the citadel, and all the curi- 


That day 


oſitys of Straſburg. Toward evening there 


wete. bonfires lighted in ſeveral parts of the 


city and the people cryd out every where, 


, bong live the king of Pruſſia, There was a 
prodigious number of people at the come - 


dy, and they waited a long time, in hopes 
1 W 
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of being dhe king there. But H. M. who 
was unpilling to give occaſion. to ſuch 
ſeenes, and who beſides felt ſome remains 
of his late fever, ;reſolvd.to return, and to 
_ defer his jogrney to Paris to a better op- 
portunity. He therefore ſet off the next 
morning early. for Wefd. . I coud have 
withd, for more than one good reaſon, that 
the king and Meſſ. the Pariſians Reg er 
each other as ſtrangerrs. de] 
You know, I ſuppoſe, that Furr H. 
M. ſtay at Weſel he had a difference with 
the biſhop of Liege, concerning the baro- | 
ny of Herſtal, which makes the ſuburbs of 
the city of Liege itſelf. That prelat had 


the inſolence to arreſt colonel yon Kreytzen, _ 


whom the king had ſent to him as his en- 
voy. But H. M. has orderd ſome com- 
panys of grenadiers into that biſhoprick, 
where they live at diſcretion : and I hear 

that Baron von Horion, with another mi- 
niſter, are named to come to Berlin, to 
make ſubmiſſions to the king, on the part 
of the bimop, 1 to terminate the affair 
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dy an accomodation. Who knows, if this 
title vigorous act, be not a prelude to ſom 
grand military x ue that the Eg 
hall hereafter perform? 

Let me hear from you Wen my dear 
brother; ; I imagine we ſhall not ſtay long 


1 


here. When H. Britannie M. quits this 
country to return to London, we ſhall take 
the road to Berlin, where I deſire you will 


direct your letters. I ra atone? you — 
Þ, and _ Rc. | 
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LETTER *. 


T 0 M. von n Stuven, at : Hamburgh. 


Hannover, 0a. 6. 10 


7E have lived for theſe eight days 
paſt, my deareft friend, like ſala- 
ene in the midſt of a fire. The 
king of Great Britain has made the review 
of his Hannoverian army. Theſe troops 


Ly 


are very fine, and perform their exerciſe 


very well, after their manner. There has | 
been here moreover an immens concours _ 
of ſtrangers : : we have ſeen at Herrenhau- 
fen, within a few weeks, H. R. H. the 

princeſs of Orange, H. R. H. the hereditary 
princeſs of Heſſe Caſſel, with the prince 
her conſort, and the princeſs Mary, daugh- 
ter of the reigning Landgrave. The court 
has been highly brilliant on this oceaſion. 
and the king has given grand entertain- 
ments; _— others a ſuperb maſkd ball 
in 


in the verdant theatre of the gardens of 
Herrenhauſen. The whole theatre, and a 
great part af the gardens, were illuminated 
with lamps of different colors, which af- 
forded a moſt pleaſing ſight. The court 
was almoſt all in Dominos, and moſt of 
them being white, as they walkd thro the 
alleys by the light of the lamps, they gave 
the gardens the appearance of the Eliſian 
fields. They ſupd at three great tables; 
the king was in extreme good humor; af- 
ter ſupper they went to dancing again, and 
1 did not get back to Hannover till five 
in the ie, chat is to . on n 
day. 18 
Some days after we had 2 * TY | 
: rade at the opera hous at Hannover, which 
"was, finely illuminated with wax lights. 
The number of maſks was prodigious. 
The king was in a Turkifh refs, the tur- 
ban of which was ornamented with a mag- 
hificent egret of brilliants : this maſk was 
| very proper for a prince who is on his re- 


| bury, becauſe it t diſguiſes 1 well, and has a 
1 com- 
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commanding aſpect. Lady Yarmouth' was 


in the habit of a Sultana, But among all 132 


the maſks there was no one more ſtriking; 4 
or of a more elegant taſte, than that of the 
princeſs of Heſſe. This princeſs is tall and 


of a figur perfectly regular. She was 


dreſsd in the habit of a rural nymph, made 
of white ſattin, and ornamented with 
Italian flowers. Her habit was made in 
the form of a veſt, which finely markd her 
ſhape, and diſplayd, as far as modeſty 
woud permit, a neck that is raviſhingly- 
beautiful. Add to all this, that her hign- 
neſs appears to have been formd by the 
hands of the Graces, and that ſhe: dances 
with an enchanting air, and you will eaſily 
believe that this maſk: made a diſtinguiſnd 
figur, and attracted the eyes of all the 
aſſembly: and that it woud have excited 


much jealouſy among the ladys; and mucm 


deſire among the men, had it not ſoon 
been known that it was her roial highneſs. 
If the princeſs of Orange, the king's" 
eldeſt daughter, cannot be ane in eom 
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mentioned, for the elegance of her figur, 
ſhe is, on the other hand, . endowed with 
a mind that abundantly attones for any de- 


fects in external beauty. She has a man- 


ner of thinking that is juſt and vigorous, 
great knowledge, and boundleſs talents. 
The king gave her a concert at Herren- 
hauſen, where ſhe ſung in great taſte, and 
performd on the harpſicord in a maſterly 
manner. Her highneſs's ſtay here, how- 
ever, was very ſhort; ſhe pasd before our 
eyes in a manner like lightning, ſo that it 
was impoſſible to be fully acquainted with 
her character. - 

The king, who has had frequent attacks 
of an ague, with an inflamation in his 
eyes, will leave Herrenhauſen directly by 


advice of his phyſicians, and go to Han- 


nover. I ſuppoſe his return to England is 


not far diſtant, as he will ſcarce expoſe 
' himſelf to the dangers of the ſea in the 


bad ſeaſon. We have orders, count 
Trouchſes and LJ; when his Britannic ma- 
hu * 
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jeſty ſhall depart, to attend the king our 
maſter at Rheinſberg, where he propoſes | 

to paſs the firſt months of the winter. You 

will therefore, my dear friend, addres- your _ 


letters hereafter to Berlin. I am, much 
more than I am able to expres, 


Your, 8c. / 
Exp of the THRIRD Vol uE. 
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